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ment has shown how difficult it is to guard against 
fraudulent invoices, and they are now charging 
duties almost exclusively on the specific prin- 
7 The discrepancy between the French statistics 
of exportation to this country and ours of import- |, 
ation from that country, present conclusive evi- 
dence of overwhelming frauds. It is certainly a 
great virtue in any principle that it should prevent’ 
fraud and give the country the best quality of || 
goods. If it isright to exclude adulterated drugs, |, 
by act of Congress, it is just as proper to protect || 
the people against damage from any other class 
of spurious article. 
But, sir, | hold that the strongest claim which 
the manufacturers have upon incidental aid, from 
our revenue system, is found in the damage re- 


| 


r 


sulting to them from another policy of the Gov- || 


ernment, over which they have nocontrol. I have 
reference to our system of currency, which the 
Constitution intended should be coin, but which 
has degenerated into a system of paper money, 
based upon a small percentage of coin. The com- 
mittee on banks and banking of the Legislature 
of Massachusetts, in a report of a recent date, 
on this point, have justly and forcibly said: 

“ The tariff and the currency are kindred subjects, which 
act and react upon each other; and no financial system of 


any country can be succéssful which does not combine 
and cause them to work in harmony.’’ 


say: 

“ As it increases in quantity its standard depreciates in 
value; it stimulates an unsafe competition of all industrial 
pureuits by an inflation of prices; it deprives the American 
manufacturer of every advantage to be derived from a tariff 
incidentally protective, because the foreign manufacturer 
is enabled to pay our duties and still sell his goods here at 
higher prices than in the home market, which are tn turn 
to be paid for in exports of gold and silver.”’ 

Truer sentiments never were uttered, Mr. Presi- 
dent; and this is testimony from the right quar- 
ter. If the people of Massachusetts do not un- 
derstand this question, no other people should be 
expected to do so, for they have had great expe- 
rience in manufactures and in currency. But it 
is beyond dispute, that the manifest tendency of 
this (ition currency is to beget exorbitant nom- 
inal values, the consequence being that the price 
of every element entering into manufactures bears 
a higher value than in Europe, whilst capital is | 
dearer by from two to four per cént., and the nom- 
inal cost of the article preduced is swelled in the 
same ratio. The producer must be paid for all 
this, and a profit a or he will fail. It is 
too clear for dispute, that the American manu- | 
facturer is paralyzed, to no inconsiderable extent, 
by the operation of our monetary system. It was 
well said by the Massachusetts committee, that 
it counteracts, to a great extent, the aid which the 
manufacturers receive from our revenue laws. In 
this alone, Mr. President, is found their strong- 
est claim to the benefits of a,discrimination in 
fixing the rates of duties. 

Itmay be said that this system of currency dam- 
ages the agriculturist, also, and that is true; but 
the difference is, that the farmer has no foreign 
competitor producing under a different system of 
currency. Indeed, sir, it cannot be disguised that 
the ungovernable inclination of the American 
people to high prices is a source of weakness to 
our country, in its competition with fofeign na- 
tions. Everybody wants td sell at high prices, 
and everybody must pay high; and the country 
1s, therefore, all the while, in a condition to be | 
well plucked by foreign competitors. The career 
of California furnishes a striking illustration of 
the damaging effects of exorbitant prices. All 
of us remember the high prices that prevailed in 
that country fora time. A single cargo of goods 
would realize a fortune to the owner, and a day’s 
work was worth three times as much in that State 
as in those of the Atlantic. But California, with 
all her gold, could not stand this system long; and, | 
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prospers. It is only singular, sir, that in the face 
of all these facts, so many manufacturers main- 
tain the policy of an inflated system of paper cur- 
rency; and it is still more singular that some who 
are constantly laboring to inflate this vicious sys- 
tem, should claim to be, par excellence, the friends 
of the manufacturer. If | were goingto name a | 


| single measure that would do more for the manu- | 


facturers of the country than any other, I would | 


say, dispense with the use of all bank paper of a || 


less denomination than fifty dollars. People are | 
all the while complaining of the scarcity of money. | 


I tell you, sir, we have too much money of the | 


| kind; and we must get clear of the paper element; | 
| andif there be necessary power under the Consti- | 
, tution, Congress should promptly drive it out of | 


existence in every State of the Union. 


But, sir, it-has been too much the habit to re- || 
'gard the views of Pennsylvanians on the subject | 
| of the tariff as selfish, and to allege that we seek 


what we would not oe concede to others; 
and I must say a word on this point. ‘This im- 
plication is not well founded, and I repel it. We 


|, seek the prosperity of the iron business, not only | 


because it is essential to our interests, but because | 


| wé believe that its prosperity will conduce to the 
| welfare of the whole country. We regard it as a | 


| of the Union. 
And again, speaking of paper money, they || 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 





| dred and seventeen were of iron, and that during 
| the same year eight sailing vessels were built of | 





| been gradual, and its increase is very perceptible | 


| only in its infancy. 


great national interest, the raw material being | 
found in great abundance in one third of the States | 
It is, besides, one of our great | 
elements of national defense and wealth, and will | 
soon become one of commercial power. Its use | 
is extending with each passing year; and the best 
interests of the country require that its produc- 
tion should grow in an equal, if not a greater, 
ratio. Its growth, though fluctuating, has still 


in any term of five or ten years. In 1820 it | 
amounted to 10,000 tons; in 1830 to 190,000 tons; | 
in 1840, though the production had fluctuated to 
a greater or less extent at different periods, it had | 
reached an aggregate of 310,000 tons; and by | 
1855, its highest point was attained, a? about | 
one million tons, equaling about one third of the 

production of Great Britain. There is no natural | 
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impediment in the way of the growth of this pro- 
duction to a most fabulous extent. Our country | 
abounds with the native element, and our people | 


against the bogus article of the foreign producer, 
and the debilitating influences of an inflated cur- 
rency. 


| possess the enterprise, skill, and industry, to beat | 
the world, if you willonly protect them for awhile | 


| 


As much may be said, indeed, on the latter | 


point, in reference to the manufacture of wool, 


| cotton, hemp, cutlery, &c., as to that of iron. 


But the production and consumption of iron is | 


some new purpose. I can remember when the 


It is being daily applied to | 


idea of an iron plow, an iron bridge, or an iron | 


ship, was treated as a flight of fancy. Now iron | 
isa great element in the construction of all these. | 
| I see it stated that ** in 1853, of the one hundred | 


and fifty steam vessels builtin England, one hun- 


the same material.’’ It is employed in every de- 
partment of domestic industry, and devoted to 


ornamental as well as substantial uses, supersed- 
ing wood, brick, stone, and even marble, and has | 


become a leading element in the construction of 
houses, barns, bridges, roads, pavements, and 
every description of structure, private and public. 
The Departments at Washington have very 
wisely encouraged its use in the construction of 
public buildings in all parts of the country, as the 
cheapest and best material that can be employed; 
holding that, in view of its durability, its use is 
true economy. Indeed, sir, the iron manufactur- 
ers are much indebted to the late Secretary of the 


Treasury—as I hope they shall be to the present | 
| Sécretary—for what he did in this way. Nor is 


its consumption to be confined to our countr 


after repeated revulsions and convulsions, her | alone. The range of its use is becoming world- 


press have settled down so as to beara fairer re- 
ation to those of other countries, and she again 


56 


| 


wide. It will be demanded in untold amounts in 
all its varieties, and especially in the shape of 
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rails, in Central and South America, in Turkey, 
Austria, Russia,and the islands of the sea. Great 
Britain is now the principal producer, making 
about three times as much as the United States, 
say three million five hundred thousand tons per 
annum; but she cannot supply the demands of the 
world, and it is the United States alone that pos- 
sesses inexhaustible stores of the raw material, 
and boundless natural facilities for producing the 
article. [tis to them, besides, even at this early 
date in their history, a great means of national 
defense, and must soon become one of wealth and 
commercial power. Who, then, is not willing to 
countenance and sustain such a branch of indus- 
try in its struggling competition, not against a fair 
competitor, but against the frauds of the foreign 
producer, and the power of foreign capital? Iam 
free to confess, sir, my partialities for this inter- 
ests; and, whilst doing all that I can for others, I 


| shall cherish this as one of leading importance. 


But we claim no special or unreasonable favors. 
We are not the recipients, under the tariff, of half 
the benefits alleged. 

But, sir, | now propose to submit a series of 
facts touching the process of making, and the 
elements entering into the production of iren in 
this country and England, which have the sanc- 
tion of the most experienced and intelligent iron 
manufacturers in this country. They are intended 
to exhibit the difficulties in the way of the Amer- 
ican production, and at the same time establish 
the value of the iron business to the agriculture 
of the country. 

Under the ten years’ tariff of 1846, the follow- 
ing importations were made: 


Tons. Appraised value. 
1,007,432 pig and scrap iron...........+6. $15,673,154 
1,732,456 railroad irom.... ... nave cake - 60,095,271 


1,228,911 sheets, hoops, bars, &c..,...... 


58,817,290 


SII TEE: 0:00 0 se ndsic came nse eaesesnen cues eae 
124,968 manufactures of iron and steel.. 74,980,591 
113,292 steel......... ¢ cceveedeeewees aah: Oe 

BG «ncn oktneueithen 


w seeeee cess oe 200,561,372 








Concerning the labor involved in a ton of iron, 
it is not my Intention to limit it to a locality, 
or division of its constituent elements; but to take 
all the materials, coal, ore, limestone, &c., in the 
mines and quarries, and count up the finished 
iron. 

In this country the number of tons per man per 
annum, would vary very considerably with the 
locality of production, but in England, Scotland, 
and Wales, it is more uniform. 

After a careful examination of the facts, the 
following is deduced: 


20 tons of pig iron represent.......] man employed ! year. 
8 tons of rails represent..........1 6 i « 


64 tone of rolled bars, &c. represent 1 “ ;°@ 
% tons of manufactured iron and 

steel represent... ..cccccccessed “ 
2} tons of steel represent.........1 - 1 ¢ 


Three hundred days of labor represent a man 
and his family, or five individuals. Each indi- 
vidual consumes in Great Britain thirty dollars 
per annum of agricultural products in food. In 
the United States fifty dollage per head is said to 
be the consumption. 

For the sake of adopting some standard of a 
dollar as its representative in food, a bushel of 
wheat is assumed as its equivalent in value. 

By the above data, it would require $150 to sup- 


port ne five persons in Great Britain, and 
$250 in the United States. Then— 
1 ton of pig iron eonsumes........+...+.+++. 7h bushels, 


o 
“ 
“ce 
es 


1 ton of rails CONGUMES.... 4.06. cece eeseees LBB 
1 ton of bariron, &c., consumes......+++++++ 23 
1 ton of steel consumes.......... oguae. a 

1 ton of manufactures of iron and steel...... 200 


If the above iron were made in the United 
Sates, the following would be the exhibit: 


1 ton of pig iron consuMES....+-4+++++e008+ 1236 bushels, 
1 ton of rails consumes.... 6 ccescoctece Seat - 
1 ton of bar iron, &c., consumes.......+... BOK és 
1 ton of steel CONSUMES. ....6666 bee eee eee 100 6 
1 ton of manufactures of iron and steel..... .333% &“ 
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Then— 
In Great Britain at $30 per head. 
No. bushels, Weight. 
at sixty pounds. 
] ton pig iron...... pedsesoreceeves 7h 450 pounds. 
1 ton rails........ oSeeeeeeccoveees 183 1,123 66 
1 ton bar iron, &C.........0e ee eee 234 1,425 ss 
BGO S00G, RCrcccccccccsccccsene 60 3,600 sé 
lton manufactures of iron and 
MOC). . corccccccssccceees cecese 200 12,000 6 
In United States at $50 per head. 
No. bushels, oe 
al sixty pounds. Weight. 
1 ton pig ION. . 6... eee eeveeecees 124 750 pounds, 
Re 1,875 66 
] ton bar iron, RC.R..... eee eens Seb 2,310 6s 
3 Gen COGBE, BMOieccone sevedecseses 100 6,000 6s 
lton manufactures of iron and 
WN onnc 6906 wens senses conccees 33315 20,000 se 


The difference of food consumed by laborers 
abroad and Jaborers at home, indicates the differ- 
ence in wages received. The farmer evidently 
reaps the benefit of the high wages paid at home, 
and can all the better afford to pay a higher price 
for better iron. 

A ton of bar iron made in this country makes 
a market to the farmer for a ton of wheat, and a 
ton of rails nearly as much. If we take, instead 
of all wheat, a part only, and the rest vegetables 
and fruits, the bulk will be greater than a ton of 
food for a ton of bars or railroad iron. 

The same rule applies to the consumption of 
everything else the American laborer needs; re- 
ceiving higher wagesghan the foreign laborer, he 
is able and willing, and does consume, more of 
everything; and, therefore, every other industrial 
— in the country is benefited by a class of 


ome consumers, who furnish a market, worth | 
more than that of all the countries furnishing us 


with iron, for the products of agriculture. 

Let the test be applied to our imports, and see 
what American laborers would have consumed, 
had the same iron been produced at home instead 
of abroad: 


Bushels wheat Total 

Tons. per ton, bushels. 
898,990 pig irOn........ cece eeee 12 11,237,375 
STA. nce ysscss0sse0s oe 3 54,139,250 
1,228,911 bar iron, &c. ..........- 3S} 47,313,074 
113,292 stecl....... ° jeoss 34D 11,329,200 


124,968 manufactured it on, ke. 353} 41,651,834 


Se a EE 165,670,733 








in ten years. 

Our total exports to Great Britain during the 
same ten years, were, in agicultural products and 
vegetable food, $214,103,628; or, as a bushel of 
wheat represents one dollar, 214,103,628 bushels; 
which is but littl more than twenty-five per 
cent. greater than would have been consumed by 
the makers of the iron we imported, had it been 
made at home. 

Under the head of agricultural preducts, is in- 
cluded beef, pork, butter, eee ee besides live 
atock and wool. Convert 165,670,738 bushels of 
wheat, at sixty pounds per bushel, into tons and 
pounds, and we have 4,437,609 tons of wheat em- 
Podied into 4,098,617 tons of iron, &c., &c., im- 
ported, (old iron excepted ;) being a greater weight 
than the iron itself by one third of a million tons. 
But upon the basis of foreign consumption, name- 
ly, $30 per head, the tonnage will show that, in 
the ten years referred to, there was imported 
three fifths of 4,437,609 tons of wheat, namely, 
2,662,526 tons, in the form of iron. 

What would the fi 
mense amountof agrifultural products had entered 
into the iron, they could see it arriving in bulk at 


our Atlantic ports, and there be converted into | 


iron made out of other foreign material also, 
namely, coal, ore, limestone, &c. ? 
more than one Senator is ready to ask, what we 
should have done for revenue had the 4,098,000 


tons of iron been manufactured in this country? | 


and | answer, we always import all we can pay 


for; and the place of the iron would have been | 


supplied by some article which our country does 
not produce. 


Nothing is more unpleasant to my feelings than 
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ers say if, before this im- | 


| know that "| 





i ae whom I represent, in part, on this floor. I 
|| have reference to the impression which seems | 
too general, in and out of Congress, that under the | 


operations of the revenue system, the manufac- 
turing States have enjoyed great incidental ben- 
efits, which have been in no way reciprocated to 


|| the others; and I intend to show the total fallacy of 


that belief. If the South and West complain of 
the revenue laws, the North and East can point 
to the postal system and the donations of public 
lands ina similar spirit. If it be true that my 
State and others have been incidentally benefited 
by the tariff, it is equally true, as I shall show, 
that the munificence of the Government has not 
been confined alone to tariffs; that it has been 
manifested in a far more direct mahner by dona- 
tions of the public lands to States for railroad and 
other purposes. And it is to be regretted, sir, 
that the States which have received most in this 
way, seem least inclined to reciprocate the favor, 


so faras the manufacturing interests are concerned, | 
Having had such essential aid in building their | 
railroads, they should not be parsimonious in the | 


matter of helping Pennsylvania and other States 


to furnish them with the best quality of iron for | 


their roads. 


Now, sir, for the land grants, which I prefer | 
to present in tabular form, showing the amount | 


of land, in acres, granted to railroad companies, 


and to States for railroad and other purposes, at | 


different periods, from 1850 to 1857: 


Table showing the amount of land, in acres, granted to States 
for railroad and other purposes, from 1850 to 1857. 





State. | Acres. | Estimated value.| Amount, 
PTR desks se | 2,595,052 | at $10 per acre, | $25,950,520 | 
Missouri.,..... | 1,815,435} 4 * | 7,961,740 
Alabama ...... | 2.332.918} 2 % 6 4,665,836 
Mississippi . LSeroo01 8 6 3,375,060 
Louisiana ..... | 1,102,560] * 2 ss 66 2,205,120 
Michigan....... | 3,096,000] * 5 “« « | 15,480,000 
Arkansas...... | 1,465.297) * 2 Ss 6 2,930,594 
Florida...... ++} 1,814,400 | “ L, © 8 1,814,400 
BOWRe cee c000)] ao § 17,289,000 | 
Wisconsin.....| 1,622,800] “ 4% «& 6,491 200 
Minnesota Ter.| 4,416,000} “ 3 % «& 13,248,000 

Totals... ... 25,403,993 |...... 044 neces |3100,702,470 


The total amount of railroad iron imported up | 


to 30th January, 1858, was 1,816,523 tons, valued 
at $68,833,793, on which duties to the amount of 
$25,126,613 were paid. 
were refunded, leaving the actual duties paid on 
railroad iron up to the present time, $18,753,313. 


There are now about thirty thousand miles of | 


railroad in the United States, and the States re- 
ceiving the lands, as already named, contain about 


| seven thousand five hundred miles, or 750,000 tons | 
of railroad iron, valued at $31,185,000; on which | 


duties to the amount of $4,688,328 were paid. 
The total value of iron and of iren manufac- 


tures imported from 1851 to 1858, inclusive, is | 
$168,242,961; on which duties to the amount of | 


$49,289,081 20 were paid. 


Now, Mr. President, permit me to review this 
As the duty on rail- | 


account for a few minutes. 
road iron has been the subject of special com- 


_ plaint, I shall deduct from the aggregate value of | 
the land grants, as above stated, the total amount 
of duties paid on railroad iron from the day the | 


first bar was imported up.to the close of the fiscal 
year, say $18,753,313, anda balance of $81,949,157 


| remains; of this aggregate of duties, the States re- 


ceiving the land grants for railroads paid less than 
five millions. But, sir, to be still more generous, 


| suppose we deduct the aggregate value of all the. 
railroad iron used in the same States, less the 
| duties, say $31,185,000, and the balance is still 


$50,764,157. But, sir, we can go further and de- 
duct the total amount of duties paid on iron and 


iron manufactures since the first land grant in | 
1850, less the duties on railroad iron already de- | 
ducted, and there is still left the handsome bal- 


ance of $20,535,768. 
1 have thus shown that the lands granted to the 
South and West, to improve the physical condi- 


|| tion of the country, are worth more at a reason- 
able valuation than the total duties paid on rail- | 


to allude to the country in a sectional point of | road iron, the value of the railroad iron used by 
view, or to notice the States separately, concern- | the States receiving the land, and the gross amount 


ing the relations they bear towards the Federal | 


Government. 


of duties paid on iron, and iron manufactures of 


But Lam impelled to the task be- || every description since 1850; but still more, I find 


fore me by a sense of justice to my State; to the | that the following States have received, in addi- 
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Of this sum $6,313,300 | 
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tion, 55,129,492 acres of the public lands 


; a b 
tioned as follows: eee 
QU INE sé binds vt cdecs Sos cducbidu cm RAK 5 

SeMRis ccccvcee 34,438 14 


oOo eeeeesess eee eee wees 1.334.739 5) 
treeseeeeeeeee SQ43.891 ge 


DE ctnankedhes ake dannibe 
Rn 


AIBBBIA, . .0000000 0% 0000 ccce 000 sec cananees os - 
OU 503s Sree cbsdectns Skee Shere seateae 2.836 67; s 
LOW8s 00 ccersces coveces o ecenweke ae Vieve eens 1.752.996 99 
Louisiana........... eo canneres-cas sees eesees 11200 954 « 
| MT pn005 0.00000 vahas sss san enbinnes 7.273794 = 
f PUN Geko sess sakes phekes erete saver Jute 8.562.759 93 
LS ali eiedeosak pide cece dnadalt¥eeh eked 11.790'637 a 
| Wisconsin...... oth biews ee PeseL swt tvs¥vase 2,827,199 1; 
Total..... oe eeccees 


tte tereeeereeeees eee. DO129,499 19 


ee , 
i 


» I have-no data on which to base an Opinion as 


to the value of the swamp lands. I know that 
they have not been of much account to the States 
in their corporate capacity; but it is fair to esi). 
mate them at their value to the citizens of the 
States, for lam measuring their value against the 
incidental benefits of the revenue system to the 
people of the manufacturing States, and while 
certain sections may not be worth ten cents per 
acre, others would be cheap at ten dollars. At jj 
events, in connection with the foregoing balance 
of $20,555,000, they constitute a nice item to off. 
set incidental protection. 

But over forty-eight million acres of the public 
lands have been. given away on bounty warrants; 
and | am aware that it has been alleged that my 
State has received more than her pro rata shave: 
but I can find no evidence of the fact. But if it 
be so, that fact could not properly be offered asa 
set-off to the account | have presented. The 
bounty lands were not given to the States, or to 
companies to improve the physical condition of 
the country; but to the veteran and patriotic sol- 
dier wherever found, for services rendered to his 
country in the field of battle. If it be true that my 
State, or any other, furnished more than a pro 
rata share of citizens for such service, the fact 
should redound to her honor, and excite on the 
part of all, the strongest feelings of gratitude and 
generosity toward her. 

But, sir, 1 must look into the burdens result- 
ing to home consumers, from the principle of dis- 
crimination, so much complained of in the South 
and West. The total imports of iron and iron 
manufactures for ten years, amounted to the gross 
sum of $187,800,000; twenty-five per cent. being 
the average on dutiable seule. lron was five per 
cent. above the average, making this excess an 
aggregate of duties of $9,300,000. Of this sum 
the States receiving the lands for railroad pur- 
poses, on the ratio of population, paid less than 
one fifth—say $1,800,000. 

But, sir, let us test this account on all the great 
staples, woolens, cotton, hemp, iron, sugar, salt, 
onl coal. The total amount of duties paid upon 
these for ten years, at thirty per cent., makes an 
aggregate of $210,400,000. One sixth of that 
would be five per cent., the amount of the dis- 
crimination, say—$30,506,000, or at the rate of 
$3,000,000 per annum, of which the land States 
would pay $600,000, being less than three fourths 
of one per cent. on the value of the lands as al- 
ready stated. 

As for the assumption that the American con- 
sumer pays as well on the domestic, as on the for- 
eign article, I shall not argue that point; whilst it 
may be so, to a very limited extent, for brief 
periods, on certain articles, as a general proposi- 
tion I discard it as a palpable fallacy. Asto every 
one of the staples I have named, should the home 
production cease and the tariff be withdrawn, the 
American consumer would pay for many years, 
if not for an indefinite period, higher prices as a 
consequence. “ 

Nor, sir, is this all. These States, and others, 
have not only had munificent land grants, enough 
in some instances not only to pay the duties on 
their railroad iron, but to pay for the iron, duty 
and all, and contribute to build their railroads be- 
sides, but they have had a large proportion of their 
postal expenses paid out of the common Treas- 
ury. If Senators will insist that the blessings 
and burdens of Government, like the dews of 
heaven, must fall alike on all, let them look to our 
postal system for a work of equalization. [| have 
pursued the investigation far enough to discover 
whose ox is gored. If it be true that the gratul- 
ties of the revenue system flow north and east, 
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js equally true that those of the postal system 
run south and west. I have made up the account 
from 1853 to 1858, and shall present a comparison 
with ay own State. I have notincluded the ex- 
enses of the general Department, nor those of 
the foreign or Pacific service, but left these to be 
charged, as suggested by the Postmaster General 
in hiscommunication the other day, to the States 
vo rata according to population; so that if these 
general expenses were included it would not af- 
fect the relative state of the account. The table 
of expenses includes the entire cost of transpor- 
tation and compensation to postmasters within 
the several States; and whilst it may be alleged 
that it is not perfectly accurate as between ad- 
‘scent States, Where routes extend out of one 
‘nto the other, and that the expenses may not be 
equally charged, that fact would not break the 
force of the account as to the community ef States 
with which I am making the comparison. 
Receipts and expenses of the Post Office Department in the 
following States, during the last five years, from 1854 to 
1858, inclusive. 


| | 
Gross re- | Gross ex- 


| 
{ . . ! 
States | Deficit. | Excess. 
States. ceipts. | penses. Deficit. | Exce 


_siiialateantinii 
pennsylvania.. $2,975,771 | $2,794,224 

Virginia....ee-) 1,118,971) 2,027,063 $908,092 | 
North Carolina 369,512; 1,040,446 670,934) - 


$181,547 





South Carolina 470.352 | 1,278,062) 807,710 ws 
Georgia....se 752.924) 1,586,334) 833,410 | a 
Florida. .. 2.0} 104,698 | 522,477| 417,779 | - 
Alabama...... 542.438) 1,430,089) 887.651 | - 
Mississippi.... 402.514) 1,960,979) 858,465 | - 
TEXAS... cece 360,358 | 1,477,737 1,117,379 | - 
Kentucky.....| 655,152] 1,101,100} 445,948 " 
Michigan.....| 748,666) 1,199,223; 450,557 - 
Louisiana..... 772.022 | 1.996.430 1,224,408 | i 
Tennessee....| 533,044) 974,940) 441,896) = - 
Missouri...... | 748,896) 1,534,005 785.109 | . 
[llinois........| 1,674,616} 2.696.516 = 
Indiana. ...... | 891,183) 1,545,314 . 
Arkansas.....+| 15] ,238 | 934,543 . 








in the amount of receipts. It is just as strikingly 
exhibited by a comparison of the expenditures, 
For instance, the expenses in Virginia, for the five 
years in view amounted to $2,027,063, whilst in 
Pennsylvania, with double the population, the ex- 
penses were but $2,794,224, instead of $4,054,126 
to which she would have been entitled on the 
ratio of the Virginiaexpenditure. The expenses 
in Georgia for the same period were $1,556,334, 
and on this ratio there should have been ex- 
pended in Pennsylvania $4,758,000. The ex- 
penses of Louisiana, with but four members in 
the House of Representatives, were $1,996,430, 
and at the same ratio those of Pennsylvania would 
have reached $12,321,411. Illinois, with six mem- 
bers, received $2,696,516, and on that basis Penn- 
sylvania should have received $7,415,419. ‘The 
expenses of Florida were $522,477, and to have 
placed Pennsylvania on an equal footing would 
have required the expenditure of the enormous 
sum of $13,061 ,825. The comparison with Texas 
would be still worse; and the average in all the 
States in the foregoing list would have given to 
Pennsylvania nearly treble the amount which she 
received. 

Classifying the States as northern and eastern, 
southern and western, and deducting foreign 
postage received in the Atlantic cities, the account 
for five years past will stand as follows: 

Northern and 
easleyn. 


Receipts. ... cece cccecees coGl4,007 002 


Expenses....... 13,839,461 


Southern and 
western. 

$15,071,360 

29,311,960 


ExXOOUR iiidiids sks cea ecccee OF,048,521 








Deficit, $14,240,600 














_ Another handsome item for incidental protec- 
tion. 


factures much longer than it will the Post Office 
Department. 








But if it be said that the most of the public | 


money is spent in the manufacturing States, I ¢e- 
mur to the assumption and point to the vast ex- 
penditures, south and west, in the Indian wars— 
to that in Florida especially, of more than twenty 
years’ duration; ingged to the whole expenditures 
in Indian affairs, especially to the delusive 
system of Indian civilization. But I shall not dwell 
on these things at present. What I have said is 
inno unkind spirit, either of complaint or criti- 
cism, 

My State indulges no such feeling. She has 
Sent her native sons throughout the great West, 
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and she has watched their career with parental 


But, sir, this discrepancy does not consist alone 


Fifteen milliongvould sustain our manu- | 


concern. She views with pride and pleasure the 
growth of the new States and the prosperity of the 
older ones. She is slow to complain, and harbors 
contempt only for idle bravado about the rights of 
States. She intends to deal justly by her sister 
States and stand by the constitutional rights of all. 
She will, as she always has done, in peace or in 
war, perform her whole duty to the Union, and 
frown with disdain upon any and every sugges- 
tion looking to its dissolution; but she does feel, 
and feel deeply, unjust criticism upon a policy 
which she deems useful to her interests and re- 
gards as wise for the nation asa whole. I have 
no menace to offer in her name—I love and respect 
her goo much to trifle with her in this way; but 
this I willsay, if gentlemen suppose that her peo- 
ple are insensible to the cold indifference mani- 
fested to her voice, spoken by her people and by 
her Legislature, if they live long enough they will 
discover their error. 

In what | have said to-day, | have endeavored 
to give expression to the sentiments of the people 
whom I represent, not so much, indeed, so far as 
I may have made any comparison in the expend- 
itures of the Government money between differ- 
ent sections of the Union and between different 
States. That I have done in no spirit of com- 
plaint or accusation. I have presented it as ade- 
fense, because a constant effort is made to place 
my constituents in the attitude of begging at the 
hands of the Government for favor. They are a 
grateful people and thankful for favors; but, sir, 
they are a proud people. They ask only their 
rights. They would not infringe upon those of 
any other section or any other State. They seek 
no gratuity. When they speak of incidental aid 
from our revenue system to the interests of the 
country, they have reference to those interests 
wherever they-are found. ‘They treat it as a 
broad, general policy, embracing the whole Union. 
They believe there is a relation of reciprocity, 
not only between the States politically, but be- 
tween all the branches of industry and all the de- 
partments of Government; and whatever com- 
plaint may be made against the incidents of the 
revenue system, she has equal cause of com- 
plaint on other points which I have endeavored 
to present. ELowever the views I have present- 
ed in regard to postal deficiencies may be criti- 
cised, they are substantially correct. The Sen- 
ator from Georgia [Mr. ‘Toomss] shakes his 
head. I knew he would do that. | wish it was 
all the shake he had to give on this subject. I 
know, sir, that what | have said is to undergo 
severe criticism, | may have erred in making up 
my figures, but [ know the Senator from Georgia 
will believe that I intended only to present the 
true history of the case. [Mr. Toomss nodded as- 
sent.] Certainly Lam not at fault on the ques- 
tion of public lands. ‘There isa valuable donation 
given to sister States, whom Pennsylvania loves 
and admires, and whom she would willingly ad- 
vance in their prosperity; but who sometimes 
unkindly complain of the beneficial incidents to 
her manufacturing establishments from our rev- 
enue system. 

Now, Mr. President, I shall not pursue this 
subject further at present. I have performed, 
under the instructions of the Legislature of my 
State, what | considered to be a duty. 

Mr. TOOMBS obtained the floor. 

Mr. BROWN. My friend from Georgia, I 
suppose, does not wish to be heard on this sub- 
ject, which is a very large one, at this late hour 
of the day; and if he will allow me, | will move 
to postpone the consideration of this question until 
to-morrow at one o’clock, and make it the special 
order of the day to the exclusion of all other busi- 


ness, with the view of proceeding now with the | 


regular order of business for this day. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I have no objection to that, if 
it suits the Senate. 

Mr. BROWN. I make my motion specific, so 
as not to deprive the Senator from Georgia of the 
floor to-morrow at one o’clock. I move that we 
make this subject the special order for that hour, 
to the exclusion of all other business. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I hope the 
Senator will withdraw his motion until I can offer 
a substitute, and have it read. 

Mr. BROWN. Certainly; I give way for that 
purpose. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. My object is 








to accomplish precisely the result which the reso- 
lution professes to have in view—bringing the 
expenses to the revenue standard. My object is 
to bring the expenses of this Government within 
its revenues. I think my proposition is based 
clearly upon what the President of the United 
States desires, and has recommended. | propose 
to amend the resolution of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, ay striking out all after the word 
‘** resolved,’* and inserting: 

That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, requested to cause the heads of the various Exec- 
utive Departments to submit estimates of expenditure for 
the Government to the Thirty-Sixth Congress, upon a basis 
not exceeding $50,000,000 per annum, exclusive of the 
public debt and the interest thereon. 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s second annual 
message as relates to a reduction of the expenditures of the 
United States, which is in the following words, to wit: “I 
invite Congress to imstitute a rigid scrutiny to ascertain 
Whether the expenses of all the Departments cannot be 
still further reduced, and I promise them all the aid in my 
power in pursuing the investigation,’’ be referred to the 
Committee on Finance ; and that said committee are hereby 
instructed, atter first conferring with and obtaining all 
‘Said’? and information from the President and the heads of 
the Departments, as indicated in the President’s message, 
to report a bill reforming as faras possible all abuses, if any, 
in the application of the appropriations made by Congress 
for the support of the various Departments, and which will 


reduce the expenditure to an honest, rigid, economical ad- 
ministration of the Government. 


I base my first resolution on the following letter 
of the President, written in 1852: 

WuHeaTLanD, February 23, 1852. 

GENTLEMEN: On what issues, then, can we go before 
the country and confidently calculate upon the support of 
the American people at the approaching presidential elec- 
tion? TLanswer unhesitatingly that we must fall back, as 
you suggest, upon those fundamental and time-honored 
principles which have divided us from our political oppo- 
nents since the beginning, and which, from the very nature 
of the Federal Constitution, must continue to divide us” 
from them to the end. We must inscribe upon our banners 
a sound regard for the reserved rights of the States, a strict 
construction of the Constitution, a denial to Congress of all 
powers not clearly granted by that instrument, and a rigid 
economy in public expenditures. 

‘These expenditures have now reached the enormous sum 
of $50,000,000 per annum, and, unless arrested in their ad- 
vance by the strong arm of the Democracy of the country 
may, in the course of a few years, reach $100,000,000. The 
appropriation of money to accomplish great national objects 
sanctioned by the Constitution ought to be on a scale com- 
mensurate with our power and resources as a nation; but 
its expenditure ought to be conducted under the guidance 
of enlightened economy and strict responsibility. Laim con- 
vinced that our expenses ought to be considerably reduced 
below the present standard, not only without detriment, but 
with positive advantage both to the Government and the 
people. 

An excessive and lavish expenditure of public money— 
though in itself highly pernicious—is nothing when com- 
pared with the disastrous influence it may exert upon the 
character of our free institutions. A strong tendency to- 
wards extravagance is the great political evil of the present 
day, and this ought to be firmly resisted. Congress is now 
incessantly importuned from every quarter to make appro- 
priations for all sorts of projects. Money, from the national 


| ‘Treasury, is constantly demanded to enrich contractors, 


speculators, and agents; and these projects are gilded over 
with every allurement which can be imparted to them by 
ingenuity and talent. Claims, which had been condemned 
by former decisions, and had become rusty with age, have 
been again revived, and have been paid, principle and in- 
terest. [Indeed there seems to be one general rush to obtain 
money fromthe Treasury on any and every pretense. 

What will be the inevitable consequence of such lavish 
expenditures? Are they not calculated to disturb the nicely- 
adjusted balance between the Federal and State govern- 
ments, upon the preservation of which depend the har- 
mony and efficiency of our system? Greedy expectants from 
the Federal ‘Freasury will regard with indifference, if not 
with contempt, the government of the several States. The 

| doctrine of State rights will be laughed to scorn by such 

| individuals, as an obsolete abstraction, unworthy the en- 
lightened spirit of the age. The corrupting power of money 
will be felt throughout the length and breadth of the land, 
and the Democracy, led*on by the Hero and Sage of the 
Hermitage, will have in vain put down the Bank of the 
United States, if the same fat luence for which it was 
condemned shall be exerted an@ostered by means drawn 
from the publie Treasury. 

To be liberal with their own money, but sparing of that 
of the Republic, was the glory of distinguished public ser- 
| vants among the ancient Romans. When this maxim was 
| reversed, and the public money was employed by artful and 
| ambitious demagogues to secure their own aggrandizement, 
| genuine liberty soon expired. [tis true that the forms of 
| the Republic continued for many years, but the animating 
| and inspiring soul had fled forever. I entertain no serious 

apprehensions that we shall ever reach this point; yet we 
may still profit by their example. 

With sentiments of the highest respect, I remain your 
friend and fellow-citizen, JAMES BUCHANAN. 


John Nelson, Wm. Giles, John O. Wharton, John Morris, 
Carroll Spence, Wm. P. Pouder, and John A. Bowen, 
Esqs. 

I look upon this letter as expressing the Pres- 
ident’s views to-day. The expenditures, since 
| 1852, have run up to $81,000,000—a sum much 

beyond what he considered extravagant in 1852, 


(| when he wrote the Wheatland letter. The second 
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resolution embraces that portion of the President’s 
message which invites a rigid scrutiny and inves- 
ligation into the public expenditures with a view 
to their reduction. My great object is to accom- 
plish a reduction in the expenditures of the Gov- 
ernment; to bring its operations clearly within its 
revenue limits, 

Mr. BROWN. The question now is on post- 
poning the further consideration of this subject 
until to-morrow at one o’clock, and making it the 
special order for that time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Rew in 
the chair.) ‘The question is on that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 


RAILWAY ON PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 
Mr. BROWN, 


der of business. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to postpone all prior 
orders, for the purpose of taking up the consular 
and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. BROWN. Without one word of discus- 
sion, | ask for the yeas and nays on that ques- 
tion; and let us see whether my railroad project 
shall be overruled. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted—yeas 20, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Measrs. Bates, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Ches- 
nut, Clay, Cliogman, Crittenden, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, 
Houston, Hunter, Jones, Mason, Pearce, Pugh, Reid, Sii- 
dell, and Ward—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bright, Broderick, Brown, Came- 
ron, Chandler, Clark, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Foot, Hale, 
Hamlin, Harlan, Iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 


I now ask for the regular or- 


King, Mallory, Seward, Shields, Simmons, and Thomson of | | 


New Jersey—23. 


So the motion was not agreed to; and the Sen- | 


ate resumed the consideration of the bill (H.R. 
No. 541) in relation to a railway along Pennsyl- 
vania avenue, in Washington city, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, the pending question being on 
the amendment of Mr. Davis to strike out all after 
the enacting clause, and insert: 


That the Metropolitan Railroad Company, incorporated 
by an act of Assembly of Maryland, passed at the January 
sessiun 1854, chapter 196, and the subsequent amendatory 
acts of the Legisiature of Maryland, shall be, and they are 
hereby, authorized and empowered to extend into and within 
the District of Columbia the railroad which they shall con- 
struct or cause to be constructed in the State of Maryland, 
and ina direction toward the said District, in pursuance of 
their said act of incorporation; and the said Metropolitan 
Railroad Company are hereby authorized to exercise the 
sume powers, rights, privileges, aud immunities, and shall 
be subject to the same restrictions in the extension, width, 
construction, and repairof their road into and within the 
District of Columbia, as they may exercise, or are subject 
to, under and by virtue of their said act of incorporation in 
the construction and repair of their said road within the 
Siate of Maryland, and shall be entitled to the same rights, 
compensation, benefits, privileges, and immunities, in the 
use of said road, in regard thereto, as are provided in said 
charter. 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the said Metro- 
politan Railroad Company shall have power, and they are 
hereby fully invested with the same, for constructing, 
making, @nd continuing their said road through the cities 
of Washington and Georgetown, from the depot of the said 
Metropolitan Railroad Company, in Georgetown aforesaid, 
to and by way of Bridge street, and thence along the street 
leading from Bridge street to the aqueduct bridge across 
Rock creek, at the west end of Pennsylvania avenue; and 
thence along Pennaylvania avenue and Fifteenth street to 
the foot of the Capitol hill; and thence to the north gate 
of the navy-yard, and to the Baltimore and Washington 
railroad station: Provided, That the cars og carriages run- 
ning on the avenue and streets aforesaid, shali be drawn by 
horse power, and used for the transportation of passengers 
and their baggage only: 2nd provided also, That the com- 
pany shall not receive, for the transportation of passengers, 
a rate of fare exceeding five cents per passenger for the 
whole, or any portion of said road, through the cities of 
Washington and Georgetown: wind provided also, That 
eid railway through Pennsylvania avenue and the streets 
aforesaid by a double tr be laid in the center thereof, 
iu the most approved m r adopted for street railways, 
with a rail of grooved pattern, laid upon an even surface 
with the pavement of the avenue and streets; the space 
oecupied by said double track not to exceed seventeen feet 
in width: .?nd provided also, That the said company shall 
always keep said tracks, and pavements within the outer 
rail, in good repair, without expense to the Government of 
the United States or the governments of the cities of Wash- 
ington aud Georgetown: 4nd provided aiso, That the said 
ratiway through the cities of Washington and Georgetown 
be subject to the municipal regulation thereof respectively : 
~ind provided also, That, unless said railroad through the 
avenue and streets aforesaid shall be commenced previous 
to the next regular session of Congress, and be completed 
within one year thereafter, and the said railroad from the 
city of Georgetown to near the Point of Rocks, be completed 
within six years from the passage of this act, this act shall 
be null and void. 

Sec. 3. and be it further enacted, That nothing in this 
net shall prevent the Government at any time, at their op- 
tion, from altering the grade or otherwise improving the 
avenues or streets aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. dnd be it further enacted, That Congress reserves 
to itself the neat to change, alter, repeal, or amend this act, 
or any part Uitreof, at their pleasure. 


| on its passage. 


| my friend from Delaware, I will say this: If this 


_to do the best they can. 


| miles from Georgetown to the Point of Rocks, 


| on the District of Columbia, | was an advocate 


| the United States. Afterthat bill had passed the 


right to construct this road? 


| over and over again for funds to build the road. 


_ over again, year after year, for an appropriation 
| to build a bridge across the Potomac that will cost 
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Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That, upon the com- | 
pletion of said railroad, the president and directors thereof 
shall take and pay for the carriages and horses of Gilbert | 
Vanderwerken, now employed by him between Georgetown | 
and the foot of the Capitol hill, at a valuation to be determ- | 
ined by two disinterested referees, one to be chosen by said | 
Vanderwerken, and the other by the president and airect- 
ors of said Metropolitan railroad, with power to them, if 
they disagree, to choose a third person as umpire. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be 
lawful for the board of directors of the Metropolitan Rail- 
road Company to declare or pay any dividends to their 
stockholders out of the earnings of this branch of their road 
in the city of Washington, until their main road from George- 
town to theirconnection with the Baltimore and Ohio rail- 
road near the Point of Rocks, in Maryland, shall be ready 
for public travel. 


Mr. SHIELDS called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment; and they were ordered; and béing 
taken, resulted—yeas 23, nays 21; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Bell, Bright, Chesnut, Clay, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Gwin, Houston, John- 
son of Tennessee, Jones, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Pugh, 
Reid, Shields, Slidell, Toombs, Ward, and Yulee—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bigler, Broderick, Brown, 
Cameron, Chandler, Clark, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Hale, 
Hamlin, Harlan, Iverson, Kennedy, King, Seward, Sim- 
mons, Thomson of New Jersey, and Wilson—21. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill to be read a third time. It was read 
the third time. 

Mr. BAYARD. 
passage of the bill? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BAYARD. lIask for the yeas and nays 
I consider that the bill can never 
do any good now. The road will never be made 
under the amendment; and therefore I shall vote 
against it, 


Mr. BROWN. 





Is the question now on the 


In reply to the suggestion of 


bill has any friends in the House of Representa- 
tives, and they are determined to sustain it, let it | 
go back there, and they can drive these amend- 
ments off. Of course it can never become a law 
under the amendment last adopted. ‘To expect 
it is utter nonsense; and if it could, there would 
never be any railroad; but let it go to the House 
I think the friends of 
the bill had better let it pass in its present form. 

Mr. WILSON. I want to have the privilege | 
of voting against the bill. I look upon it, in the 
form it has taken, as eminently unjust. I know 
that the amendment which has been adopted, pro- 
viding that this company shall not make any divi- 
dends until they have completed the road for forty 





does not amount to anything at all; and I think 
it wrong, on a question that purely concerns the 
people of Washington, to connect a road of this 
character with a railroad of forty miles into the 
country; and therefore I want the privilege of 
voting against the bill. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I likewise 
desire to record my vote against this bill. When 
the proposition first came before the Committee 


for this bill. I advocated this bill because an in- 
dependent company came in, and proposed to 
build a road for the benefit of the city of Wash- 
ington, without asking aid from the Treasury of 


House of Representatives, and came before the 
Senate, another company claimed the right to 
build this railway; and urged, as a reason, that | 
they cannot build a road forty miles long unless 
they get this one-horse railroad. 

ons sir, what company is it that demands the 
What has it ever 
done? I will tell you whatit hasdone, It has 
obtained a charter from the State of Maryland; it 
purports to have surveyed a route forty miles 
long; and it has petitioned Congress over and 


Sir, before the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia, not the directors of this railroad, but its 
friends, have been begging over and over and 


three or four million dollars. 

Now, sir, if you are going to give the right to 
such a corporation to build this road through the 
streets of Washington, I advise you to make an 
appropriation to build it, for it will never be built, 
not a foot of it, by thatcompany. The friends 








of that company have inserted a provision that it 
shall make no dividends until these forty miles of 
road shall be built from Georgetown to the Poi 
of Rocks Is thefe a Senator present who 
any faith in that proviso? I have seen somethine 
of that kind of jobbing. They may appoint , 
president, a treasurer, and a general agent and 
pay the whole receipts of the road as salaries to 
those men who furnish the money to build the 
‘road. This company never purpose to build q 
road to the Point of Rocks, or even to build thig 
one-horse railroad through the city of Washino. 
ton. Itisa bogus company. 1 do not say that 
there are not honorable men connected with it 
but the Metropolitan Railroad Company is a 
grand humbug. It is not acompany that has any 
right to claim this privilege. The building of this 
one-horse railroad from the Capitol to George. 
town, has as much to do, and is as apt to the sub. 
ject, as the exclusive right to manufacture sewi; 
machines for these United States. 

What does that company want with this pas. 
senger railroad? Do you intend that the Metro. 
politan Company shall run their freight carg 
through Pennsylvania Avenue? Is there any such 
intent? The friends of the bill say not; but you 
want to run a little one-horse railroad through 
this town to enable a great Metropolitan Com- 
pany to build forty miles of road to the Point of 
Rocks. You had better give them an exclusive 
right to some India-rubber patent. It has justas 
much to do with building the Metropolitan rail- 
road as this has. I wish to record my vote against 
it, and against thatcompany. I want to show no 
favors to beggars, who ask Congress to build 
bridges across the Potomac that will cost three 
or four million dollars, and funds to build their 
railroad. Sir, they will not build one inch of this 
road, under this bill; or, if done at all, some two 
or three men in this town will advance the money, 
build the road, and manage it. They will not ask 
you ever to allow them to declare dividends, for 
they will pay all their dividends to their officers, 
The owners of the road will be, one president, 
and another treasurer, and so on; and they can 
consume the whole receipts of their road by sala- 
ries, without asking for the privilege of declaring 
a dividend. No dividend will ever be made. | 
hope this bill will be voted down. I wish to re- 
cord my vote against it. 

Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, I voted for this 
amendment to the bill, not because I have a pref- 
erence between the companies proposing to make 
the road, but because 1 am opposed to placing a 
railroad track upon the avenue at all. My purpose 
was to assist in defeating the whole plan; and | 
move now to lay the subject on the table, with a 
view of bringing the Senate to a test vote upon 
that question, and disposing of the matter en- 
tirely. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Let us get rid of it by taking 
a vote on the passage of the bill, without this 
motion. 

Mr. YULEE. 
table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 


1B 


I move to lay the bill on the 


is on the passage of the bill. 
Mr. WILSON. I wish to offer an amend- 
ment. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will say to the Senator from Massachusetts that 
an amendment is not'now in order, unless by the 
unanimous consent of the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY. I object. : 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection 1s 
made, and amendments are not in order. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I hope that the friends of 
the project of building a raifroad through the city 
will suffer this bill to pass, and let the matter come 
to a conference between the House of Represent- 
atives and the Senate by a conference committee. 
There is undoubtedly a majority of this body in 
favor of the original bill, substantially; but the 
vote was taken on this amendment ata time when 
several gentlemen, friends of the bill, were absent, 
and therefore it was, that * amendment was 
carried. If they suffer the ‘bill to pass, as sug- 

ested by the chairman of the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, it will then come to a con- 
ference, and the bill will pass in its original shape 
substantially. 

Mr. WI N. Will it not be in order to move 
an aduitional section to the bill? 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Not at this | Mason, Matteson. Morgan, Morrill, Murray. Niblack. Nich- | Resolved, That, Preliminary to the final settlement and 
ve of the bill. The question is on the passage ols, Pendleton, Pettit, Peyton, John S. Phelps, Phillips, || adjustment of claims of citizens of the Territories of Oregon 
stage “i which the yeas and nays have b PAe, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Robbins, Royce, William | and Washington for expenses incurred in the year 1855-36, 
of the bill, on y y8 have been Smith, Spinner, Stanton, James A. Stewart, William || in repelling Indian hostilities, it shall be the duty of the 


asked. ‘ || Stewari, Tappan, Trippe, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Israel || ‘Third Auditor of the Treasury to examine the vouchers and 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being Washburn, and Watkins—50. papers now on file in his office, and make a report to the 
es —ve : rm: 5 , | House of Representatives by the first Monday in December 
taken, resulted _— 22, nays 25; as follow es | So . call of the House was ordered. || next, of the Seneanns respectively due to each company and 
YEAS—Messrs. eh, Sree, eet Clay, Cling- |, During the vote, individual engaged in such service ; taking the following 
Soe avis xo on * . as 4 i z Se > & 
mail, Or Sie Gare —— peng heen (| Mr. DOWDELL asked leave to vote; he hav- rules as his guide in ascertaining the amountsso due: 
Fitzpatrick, 2 ? oe ee ? ? || ing been attending one of the co : | 1. He shall recognize no company or individual as enti- 
<del. 'T . ard—2. committees o _ 
shields, Slidell, Toombs, and Ward—2 » 2 f the || tled to pay, except such as were called into service by the 


0S Oa eee | oe er AN obi, a called. || territorial authorities of Oregon and Washington, or such 

. - _ | . - 4”. rected, , se ‘rvice 17. Pe . ze aa . » 

omens. Muster tt Bewer aoe Kennedy, King, | Mr BARKSD ALE made a similar request. | rit coeds ROS Nae ASG CE ANN wr 

a Sew: : . | . £ ; | é a 8. ; 

Mallory, i a hie. 3! oe of New Jersey, || Mr. MORGAN objected. | 2. He shall allow to the volunteers engaged in said ser 
Tremel, ee 7 Mr. DODD stated ‘that if he had t in the || Vice ne higher pay and allowances than were given to off 
So the bill was rejected. || oar : asay- iat he had been in the || cers and soldiers of equal grade at that period in the Army 
Hall when his name was called, he would have || of the United States, including the extra pay of two dollars 


ick, Cameron, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Hale, Hamlin, 


CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. | voted in the negative. || per month given to troops serving on the Pacific by the act 
~ ° ° . e 1} P ee R59 
Mr. HUNTER. I now move to postpone all. Mr. CRAW FORD said it was quite immate- "3 No ae either in the military or civil service of the 
rior orders, and take up the consular and diplo- rial to him whether his name was on the record || United States, in said Territories, shall be paid for his ser- 
matic appropriation bill. or not. ; vice in more than one employment or capacity for the same 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as Mr. MOORE asked unanimous consent to vote. || period of time; and all such double or triple allowances for 
in Commitee of the Whole, proceeded to con- || Mr. DEAN objected. FU elie coponencaeeregnyetieoreannton 
sider the bill (H.. R. No. 666) making appropri- || Mr. BON HAM made a similar request. || and other services incurred for the maintenance of said 
ations for the consular and diplomatic expenses | Mr. DEAN objected. || Volunteers, he is directed to have a due regard to the num- 
of the Government for the year ending 30th June, After the vote was announced, |] Beeof said troops, to their period of services, OAS 20 Ure supeee 
ae / 3URNETT id: | isfied. Mr. || current in the country at the time, and not to report said 
1860. Mr. B or said: am satished, r. | service beyond the time actually engaged therein, nor to 
. é : ) ‘ auny gag ’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will Speaker, that there is a quorum present, and I || recognize supplies beyond a reasonable approximation to 
be read. therefore move that all further proceedings in the || the proportions and descriptions authorized by existing 
Mr. GWIN. I hope the reading of the bill call be dispensed with. || laws and regulations for such troops, taking into consider 

ot i ae , wi S The motion was agreed to || ation the nature and peculiarity of the service. 
will be dispensec with. . | ERO HM | §. That all claims of said volunteers for horses, arms, and 
Mr. HUNTER. I have sentto my committee READING OF THE JOURNAL. |! other property, lost or destroyed in said service, shall be 


room for the amendments. I had espaired of TheJ || audited acording to the provisions of the act approved March 
getting it up, and therefore sent them back to the 1e Journal of yesterday was read and approved. || 3, 1849. . 
room. MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. | Mr. LANE. Mr. Speaker, there is no gentle- 
Mr.GWIN. I am in favor of passing it with- || man on this floor more unwilling than myself to 
out amendments. i| oppose the action of the committee; but the basis 
Mr. MASON. I will say to my colleague that laid down in these resolutions for the payment of 
there is executive business which ought to be the Oregon and Washington volunteers is so un- 
done. It is getting late in the afternoon, and al- fair, that I feel it to be my duty to enter my pro- 
though I shall not interfere with his bill, I think | test against such a basis of settlement. They had 
we had better go into executive session for the better not be paid at all, than paid on such a basis 
residue of the day. I move that the Senate pro- as that. 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. | The committee, as I understand, propose to 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Assury Dickins, its Secretary, informing 
the House that the Senate had passed the bill of 
the House, entitled ‘*An act donating public lands 
to the several States, which may provide colleges 
for the benefit of agriculture and the mechanic 
arts,’’? with amendments; in which he was directed 

| to ask the concurrence of the House. 


Mr. HUNTER. We might get through, per- | ENROLLED BILLS. pay these volunteers at the rate at which regular 
haps with the amendments of the Finance Com- | Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled | troopsare paid. 1 put it to every candid gentle- 
mittee. Bills, reported thatthey had examined and found || ™&n 1D this House, whether the Government 


Mr. SLIDELL. I will state that, in pursuance | truly enrolled a resolution for the payment of an could have performed the service that was per- 
of an inumation which I gave yesterday, it ismy || unexpended balance to the State of Georgia, on formed by these volunteers at the rate proposed ? 
intention to offer the bill for the acquisition of || account of militia services; and | Men, sir, who were called into the service, who 
Cuba by negotiation as anamendment to this bill. || An act to provide for the payment of the claim had to abandon their business, their homes, and 
[ have no’ sort of objection to the bill being taken | of the State of Maine, for expenses incurred by their property ; risk their lives, and the lives of 
up now; and, if there be any formal amendments | that State in organizing a regiment of volunteers || their families; and after a service of sixty days, 
of the Committee on Finance, perhaps it would || for the Mexican war; when the Speaker signed | for instance, they will be allowed, by this report, 
be better to act on them to-day; but the bill cer- |’ the same. sixteen or twenty dollars for that service. Why, 
tainly cannot be disposed of to-day. INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN MISSOURI. a. it eer _ = cat ¥ of toy nee 

Mr. M ee RESSIE. . | Mr. FAULKNER, from the Committee on coal aan aed seein, mete tee paar 

r. ae aN. insist on my motion for an Military Affairs, reported back a bill (H.R. No. || teers performed. Then, is it just, is it right, to 

me ype pest agreed to; and the Senate pro | 388) to pay to the State of Missouri the amount || these volunteers, called into the service saaaliece 
, « : > > i ~ > for ahh] > inv j ice ‘ > > i i > ° 
condieik bee: tla paiaadiaiedin ait amaciatinn Waaieanes expended by said State for repelling the invasion || notice, to take the field immediately, who per 
; : ae > of the Osage Indians, with an amendment in the || formed a service which would have cost the Gov- 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were | nature of a substitute; which was referred to the | ernment for each man, had troops been brought 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, || to these Territories to perform the service per- 
SSS ee and, with the amendment and report, ordered to || formed by our volunteers, ten times as much as 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | be printed. '| the committee propose to pay our volunteers? 

Tuespay, February 8, 1859. ADVERSE REPORTS. I am willing that all the expenses of that army 
| and of that war shall be paid for, at cash prices, 


Tl) s > >ven Oo” . N wf CNER, also, from the same com- 
ve House met at eleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer, Mr. FAULKNER, also, from the same com- | 4: ine same rate which was paid by the regular 
by Rev. J. A. Harris. mittee, presented adverse reports on the memo- 


; Army at that time for subsistence, transportation 
, Yr. Israel Moses, o : y , f . . ; an 
CALL OF THE HOUSE. rials of Dr. Israel Moses, of the city of New supplies, &c. If you will pay those cash prices, 
. : || York; James Canavan, a sergeant in the United at aaa one he ti sioad we 
Mr. DAVIDSON. I object to the reading of | States Army; and Eliza A. Connell, wife of Pat- | 20° S'¥" NS 1nlert ae Dae Se ee a eee 
the Journal il th I . eigenen eo a4 us, I will be satisfied; but never will this House, 
e Journal until there be a quorum present. rick Connell; which were severally laid on the || 1 })0,6. gs deerade the citizen soldier, by saying 
The SPEAKER counted the House, and an- | table, and ordered to be printed; and the commit- gf Ie ingens” aang re mer is 
nounced that there were but'sixty-seven members || tee was discharged from the further consideration that he shall turn out and report for duty at an 


P uM, E thereof. powes eaten and et 5 a ns i a yee 
Mr. D: v. ACI use. amily, and has endures ie hardships of the 
Me HOUSTON. Gy tok fuk fox ev oes LOCAL INSPECTORS AT EVANSVILLE. campaign, shall receive a mie of eight 

and nays. || Mr. NIBLACK, by unanimous consent, in- || or eleven dollars a mofth. 

The yeas and nayg were ordered. | troduced the following resolution; whichwas read, | Mr. CURTIS. I think my friend from Oregon 
The question was taken; and it was decided in || considered, and agreed to: will find that the provision suggested by the com- 
the affirmative—yeas 65, nays 50; as follows: Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed || Mittee requires that the volunteers shall receive 


to inquire into the expediency of so amending the act, ap- |, pay for their horses, and for their subsistence, and 
proved August 30, 1852, entitled ** An act to amend an act || everything of that kind, according to the prices 


entitled ‘an act to provide for the better security of the . . . 
lives of passengers on board of vessels propelled ‘in whole paid there at the time for the United States regu- 


or in part by steam, and for other purposes,’ as to provide | lar Army. After that, the’gentleman will remem- 
for the appointment of local inspectors at the port of Evans- |, ber that these acccounts, after being scaled by the 
| Ville, in the State of Indiana, and to report by bill or other- || War Department, are returned to this House; and 


YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Anderson, Atkins, Bingham, | 
Boyce, Branch, Buffinton, Burnett, Chaffee, Chapman, 
Clay, Cobb, John Cochrane, Comins, Cox, James Craig, 
Burton Craige, Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mis- 
Sissippi, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawes, Faulkuer, Foster, 
Garnett, Gartrell, Gilman, Greenwood, Gregg, Harlan, 
Hickman, Hopkins, Horton, Houston, Howard, George W. 


Jones, Owen Jones, Kglsey, Kilgore, Knapp, Leach, Leidy, ani the gentleman will recollect that this is the pay 
Leiter, McRae, Maynard, Millson, Montgomery, Isaac N. WASHINGTON AND OREGON WAR DEBT. which the volunteers inthe Mexican war received ; 
Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Mott, Parker, Ricaud, Ruffin, Mr. FAULKNER. Lam dir d by theC | 3 il recolle hi his pe ; d mine d ths t 
Scales, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Talbot, Miles Tay- || r. FAULKNER. | am directed by the Com- he will recollect that his pay and mine, and tha 


lor, Tompkins, Vallandigham, Vance, Wade, Waldron, immittee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred | of all of us who were volunteers, was scaled ac- 


—-s Washburne. and Wortendyke—65. _ || the memorial relating to the payment of volun- |) cording to the prices paid to the regular Army. I 
NZ ore > 1 Yas . . . . @ « \ . 

Coliax «: Messrs. Abbott, Bliss, Brayton, Case, Cockerill, | teers engaged in the Indian wars in Washington , think they ought to receive more; but I do not 
-Ollax, Covode, Curry, Curtis, English, Foley, Giddings, |! oS on . 5. : 7 > : ¢ : 

Goole. Goodwin, Grow. Lawrence W. Wail, Harris, || 29d Oregon Territories, to present the following || think the rule contained in these resolutions re- 


Hodges, Keim, Lovejoy, McKibbin, Humpltirey Marshall, |) report: quires that this pay shall be exactly cut down in 
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dollars and cents to the standard of pay of the reg- 
ular Army. The Auditor, in making up his re- 
port, according to my understanding, may take 
into consideration the cost of transporung the reg- 
ular soldiers. 

Mr. LANE. In this case, instead of carrying 
out the principle that the opimon of my friend 
from lowa would indicate as just, to take into con- 
sideration the cost of transportation of the troops 
to the scene of action, I think the resolution al- 
lows no such thing. If that could be allowed, it 
would,in some degree, compensate them for their 
services, and, in some instances, would exceed 
the amount allowed by the commission. This, 
however, is refused them; and by the committee 
they are to be allowed merely the per diem of the 
regular Army, without allowing them one cent 
for transportation, or any of the advantages of 
the regular Army. No provision for the wounded, 
no bounty in money or land, ts provided for our 
volunteers by the basis laid down by the commit- 
tee? Will this House compel us to submit to 
such injustice ? 

Mr. CURTIS. 
itary Affairs have agreed to recommend that they 
shall come under the same regulations in respect 
to pensions and bounty land. 

Mr. LANE. Is that in the resolution ? 

Mr. FAULKNER. 
tleman will perceive, is not conclusive upon the 
claims of the citizens of Oregon and Washington, 
or of the volunteers there. It directs the Third 
Auditor to report to the next House of Repre- 
sentatives a statement of these claims, upon the 
basis and principle laid down in the resolutions. 
I have no doubt, if they had acted finally uponthe 
claims, they would have allowed the volunteers 
of Oregon and Washington the benefit of the pen- 
sion and bounty land laws; but the committee 
have stricken that recommendation from this res- 
olution, because the only object is to obtain a re- 
portfrom the Third Auditor, to be acted on at the 
next session of Congress. 

Mr. LANE. ‘Then I understand very well the 
basis of the settlement laid down in this report. 
Itis, that these volunteers shall be allowed the pay 
simply of soldiers in the regular Army of the 
United States. There is no provision for the 
wounded; there is no provision for pensions or 
bounty lands, and this report, if adopted, will be 
a finality on this subject, | fear, for years to come. 
This report is not what I expected when the 
chairman told me, at the last session, that he 
should report for action at the beginning of the 
present session. I supposed a bill would be re- 
ported to pay as allowed by the war commission, 
and as very properly recommended by the Secre- 
tary of War. 

Congress has, by law, recognized the war, and 
authorized the settlement of the expenses grow- 
ing out of the war, including pay for services ren- 
dered. Under that law the Secretary of War, as 
he was authorized to do, appointed a commission 
which proceeded to Washington and Oregon Ter- 
ritories, and there settled the just expenses in- 
curred during the war, including the pay for ser- 
vice, and reported to the Secretary of War. He 
appointed two Army officers who had been on duty 
in that country for many years, men who under- 
stood the price of provisions, and every article re- 
quired for the use of the troops; men who had 
paid, at the time, in the line of their duty, in the 
regular Army, the same prices which were al- 
’ lowed for these volunjgers. With these two Army 

officers was appoineltone of our citizens, This 
commission were in the two Territories for twelve 
months; they adjusted all these matters, and we 
supposed it was afinality. Wesupposed that Con- 
gress would act upon the report of this commis- 
sion; and we had a right to suppose that Congress 
would not go behind the report of those commis- 
sioners, and undertake to cut down the pay of 
soldiers to eight dollars a month, 

I do not desire to take up the time of the House, 
but I wish to say, as I said before, that we are 
willing to take cash prices for everything fur- 
nished for the use of the volunteers, with interest 
until the amount shall be paid, provided our vol- 
unteers can be paid the amount allowed by the 
commission, 

Mr. STANTON. lI wishto ask the gentleman, 
Inasmuch as the committee have several other re- 
ports to make, whether he will not consent that 
this question shall be postponed to a futare day, 


I think the Committee on Mil- 


That report, as the gen- 
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! 
in order thatthis discussion may not interfere with 
other important business. This is the last day on 
which the Committee on Military Affairs is en- 
titled to make reports. 

Mr. MORGAN. No. Letus close it up now. 

Mr. STANTON. Then we cannot do any- 
thing else. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. If it be the 
disposition of the House to postpone this ques- | 
tion to a future day, in order to expedite the busi- 
ness of the House, I shall have no objection to 
postpone what remarks I have to make; provided, 
the House will make it the special order for the 
day to which it is postponed. 

Mr. STANTON. I will submit the motion to | 
postpone, if | have the leave of the gentleman | 
from Kentucky. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of IHinois. I make the | 
point of order that this is an evasion of the rule 
of the House, which gives the Committee on 
Military Affairs only two days in which to make 
reports. If this matter be postponed, it gives this | 
committee another day, and evades the rule which 
confines its reports to two days. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must overrule the 
question of order raised by the gentleman from 
Illinois. It is true, that it is an evasion of the 
rule, but it is an evasion which the ‘House, and 
not the Chair, must correct; for the Chair can only 
construe the rules as they stand. 

Mr. STANTON. I propose, then, with the | 
leave of the gentleman from Kentucky, to move 
that the further consideration of this subject be | 
postponed until Saturday next. I select that day | 
because it is private bill day, and not objection | 
day; and because our experience proves that there | 
can be no business transacted on that day. The | 
Committee on Military Affairs have several other | 
important matters which ought to come before 
the House for its action, and which will not re- 
quire much time to dispose of. This is the last | 
hour we can have during this session, and I sub- | 
mit whether itis not better that this subject should | 
fo over until Saturday, then to be decided. 


; I demand 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the previous question on the motion to postpone. | 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I submit whether, if this matter be postponed, it 
will have precedence on Saturday? That is pri- 
vate bill day; and when the question arises | think 
the Chair will have to decide that, under the rules, 
the consideration of private bills must have pre- 
cedence. It will then require a majority vote to 
take up and consider this matter, even if it be 
postponed to Saturday. 

The SPEAKER. Private business would take 
precedence. 

Mr. STANTON. We now have the right to 
postpone this question until Saturday next; and 
when that time arrives it is for the House to re- 
fuse to go into a Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar. The House will have | 
its election to go to private bills, or to go to this 
question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Certainly. There is no | 
provision of the rule that we must consider pri- | 
vate bills on thatday. The House may refuse to 
take up private bills, and take up this question, 
which will operate to the exclusion of private 
business. If there be a disposition to postpone, 
there is no difficulty in the way. A majority can 
refuse to take up private business. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is not the previous 
question called ? 

The SPEAKER. 
order. 

Mr. MORGAN. Then'l object to debate. 

Mr. LANE. I hope the House will vote down 
the call for the previous question. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. How did 
the gentleman get the floor to call the previous 
question? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky yielded the floor to the gentleman from | 
Ohio, who moved a postponement, and then the 
gentleman from Illinois called for the previous | 
question. The effect of the previous question will | 
be to cut off the motion to postpone. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. The gen- 
tleman from Ohio interrupted me to suggest @ 
postponement. [have not yielded the floor. 

The SPEAKER. Then the motion to post- | 


pone js not pending, nor the call for the previous 
| 
quesvion. 


It is; and debate is not in 





aan February 8 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Mr. Speak 
er, I will say now what I have to say. The jy, 
tory of this matter may be detailed in a few words, 
The Congress of the United States directed the 
Secretary of War to examine these claims, or | is 
Oregon and Washington war debt. re 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I should ji, 
to know how this matter is. I understood th. 


gentleman from Ohio had the floor; and that he 


submitted the motion to postpone. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so understood. 
but the gentleman from Kentucky informs th. 
Chair that he was mistaken. ; 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
taken. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. TI will no, 
detain the House unnecessarily; but I should like 
its attention to what] have to say. I was not in 
the committee when this resolution was adopted 
or I should have opposed it. In 1856, Congress 
passed a law directing the Secretary of War tw 
eXamine into the amount of war debt incurred by 
Oregon and Washington; and he was authorized 
to call to his assistance a commission of three, to 
ascertain and report to him all expenses incurred 
for the maintenance of the volunteers, includine 
their pay; so that he might arrive at some tangi- 
ble ground for the liquidation of these claims, 
The Secretary of War did appoint a commission, 
consisting of two officers of the Army, and one 
civilian. ‘That commission heard testimony on 
all the points embraced by the law; visited Ore- 
aon and Washington; stated all the accounts, and 
scaled them; and then returned the report to the 
Secretary of War. Taking that report, the Sec- 
retary recommended the payment of the debt upon 
the basis there indicated. His recommendation 
brought the whole budget of this debt before the 
Committee on Military Affairs, together with the 
report of the commission; and the same was cur- 
sorily examined by the Third Auditor, whose 
report to the committee has been printed. 

“he first question that may arise in this case 
is, whether the United States, by the terms of that 
law, did not make the Secretary of War the judge 
of what amount should be paid; and whether w: 
are not bound, by the terms of that law, to the re- 
sults of the commission? The precedents laid 
down in those cases where a matter has been re- 
ferred to an executive officer or a commissioner, 
seem to leave it questionable whether the United 
States is not concluded by the judgment of the 
Secretary in connection with this Oregon and 
Washington war debt.. It is true, the Secretary 
was only directed ‘* to examine the amount,”’ and 
it may be that Congress reserved its own judg- 
ment whether it would pay. The House will per- 
ceive that the committee now propose to refer 
these accounts to the Third Auditor. For what? 
That he may make another report? That he may 
go over the work as the commission has done? 
That he may again scale these accounts? When 
that is done, are Oregon and Washington nearer 
the payment of these debts? It is not provided 
that the report of the Third Auditor shall be final, 
or that the appropriation to pay shall be made at 
once upon the result he may arrive at. Are we 
to refer these accounts year after year, directing 
this officer and that commission to look into 
them? We refer them; our orders are obeyed; 
the commission meets, receives the accounts, eX- 
amines them, scales the charges, and reports the 
sum due—not only in gross, but in detail. We 
receive the report, and then we refer them again 
to somebody else to repeat the same task, at ad- 
ditional expense, but for nq useful purpose. 
Most of these accounts stand now in territorial 
scrip. The Territory of Washington has taken 
in all the certificates for supplies, for transporta- 
tion, and for subsistence, and has issued scrip 
for the same. Does the Government propose to 
revise the territorial accounts, and to scale the 
yrices which the public agents promised and the 
Merritorial Government ratified? That is but an- 
other name for repudiation, and will amount to 
our repudiation of the act of the territorial gov- 
ernment pro tanto. . 

Mr. STANTON. I do not contemplate that 
we shall interfere with the territorial scrip at all. 
Whatever sum shall be allowed by the Auditor, 
and paid, will go so far.in liquidation of the ter- 
ritorial scrip. If the territorial authorities want 
their scrip redeemed, let them redeem it with their 
awn funds. 
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Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. That brings | have made a memorandum of the fact; that fact | 


ys back to the question, whether there is any || 
obligation on the part of the Government to pay 
any of these claims at all? ; 

Mr. OLIN. I do not think there is. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I think that 
yestion much more open to discussion than the 
sroposition which, after our acceptance of liabil- | 
ity, takes this mode of referring it back year after 
year to have that re-revised which has been al- 
ready revised, not only by the territorial authori- | 
ties, but by ourown officers, and by our own exec- 

utive authorities, assisted by all the instrumental- 
ities which we ourselves authorfzed and devised. 

The Delegate from Oregon has told the House 

that he is willing, and that his people are willing, | 
to take, for subsistence, transportation, and sup- 

plies, exactly the amount paid by the officers of 

the regular ray at the same time in that coun- | 
try, with interest on that sum for the time the 

claimants have been compelled to wait. What 

could be more fair than such a basis of adjustment? 

Jt seems to me that we ought to be willing to | 
allow the same rates for subsistence, transporta- 

tion, and supplies, to the volunteers, which were 

allowed to the regular troops. Why not adopt 

that basis? I am opposed to any appearance of 

trifling with these claims. I am opposed to send- 

ing them to a Government officer again, not to 

settle the account, but to ascertain the amount | 
upon a basis we now adopt, and then report. | 

want a settlement—a settlement on some basis or 

other—and then provision for payment, without 

keeping the people who are entitled out of their 

money forever. Under this resolution the peo- 

ple of Washington and Oregon will, at the next 

Congress, be no nearer a settlement than they are 

to-day. Iam opposed to it, because I consider 

this act perfectly supererogatory. It does not be- 

gin to reacha settlement. It does not propose to 

doso. It proposes nothing more nor less than to 

refer to another of our officers to see whether, 

under the instructions given by Congress, he can- 

not scale doion these accounts still more. How are 

we, or is he, to scale the territorial scrip? The 

gentleman from South Carolina asks me if lam in 

favor of paying the claims as they now stand? I 

answer him thus: I regard many of the charges | 
as highly exorbitant; but still l would vote to pay 

them on the testimony which we have heard in 

the case, rather than to repudiate an obligation 

our own legislation has assumed, or which the 

territorial government has assumed, and for the 

amount of which it has pledged its word. 


The claims are of two characters only—first, || 
pay, second, supplies of subsistence, transporta- || 


tion, and quartermaster’s stores, clothing, &c. The | 
nay rolls returned by the commission are regu- | 
arly made out. They contain all the names of | 
the volunteers, officers,and men. Opposite each 
name the pay is run out for the time the volun- | 
teer wasemployed,and stoppages are noted, which | 
are to be deducted from the pay of such volun- 
teer. The pay, as established by these rolls, is ac- 


the volunteer engaged. Shall Congress go be- 
hind that contract, after the men have rendered 
the service? Other gentleman may; I will not, 
even though I might consider the pay very high; 
for 1 know what the soldier suffers, and I know 
how little even this amount of pay compensates 
him therefor. If the pay is high, apparently, yet 
it bears a relation to the ordinary wages of labor | 
in that country, which deprives the account of all | 
real exorbitancy. As to the other class of these 
accounts, they have passed from their original 
condition into Government scrip; | mean scrip of | 
the territorial government; and we must pay that, 
or throw it back on the territorial government to 
pay. If we acknowledge the obligation to pay, | 
yet refuse the sum presented, and which has been 
ratified by the territorial authorities, and has been 
since revised by our own commission, and in this | 
form ratified and recommended by the Secretary | 
of War for payment, it seems to me the people of | 
the Territory will feel, and will have a right to 
feel, that we are keeping the word of promise to | 
the ear, and breaking it to the hope. Ido not | 
think that this is the right mode of doing busi- | 
ness by the Congress of the United States. The 


commissioners have been before us, and have told || 


us that when an officer who was in the civil em- 
ployment of the United States, in the Territory, | 
also performed military services in the field, they | 
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being stated, the law of the United States which 
requires that no one shall be paid for two offices 
at the same time will, of course, operate. 
Mr. STANTON. I wish to inquire of the 
gentleman from Kentucky whether, in the aggre- 
ates reported by the commissioners, there is not 
included double and treble compensation, and 
whether the report of the Secretary of War is 


| recommending compensation for double and tre- 


ble services ? 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Ihave heard 


of but one single case of that sort. 
Mr. STANTON. There are twenty of them. 
Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. There are 


a few individual cases where men have acted as 


| captains, wagon-masters, and assistant commis- 


| Saries; but the double or treble compensation has 


been eviscerated by the committee, and there is no 
danger of its being paid in the presence of the 
law authorizing but one payment. 

Mr. STANTON. It cannot be ascertained 
from the report of the Secretary of War. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I take it 
that double compensation is disallowed. I do not 
know how I found it out, but 1 did find it out. 


| How did the gentleman from Ohio find out that 
| it was allowed ? 


| character. 


Mr. STANTON. From the letter of the Au- 
ditor, recommending the cutting down of the 
amount reported by the Secretary. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. The ex- 
amination of the Auditor was of the most cursory 
It was acriticism, and it was exposed 
to us as in many cases unfair. Any person ex- 
amining and settling these accounts would easily 
understand the facts from the papers themselves; 
for, as I understand it, the report of the commis- 
sioners exhibits all the facts, which it will be ne- 
cessary for the accounting officers of the Treas- 
ury to examine. 

Let us not spend the time of the House in this 
matter. Let us rather impose the examination 
of it on the next Congress. If we mean to dis- 
pose of it, let us authorize it to be settled either 


| on the basis of the commission, or on the basis 


| of taking up accounts and rolling them on, at | 


proposed by the Delegate from Oregon. 
and as a member of the Government, to this mode 


heavy expense, without really advancing any 


nearer to their payment, or indicating to the pub- | 


lic creditor what we mean to assume. If we be- 
lieve that we are, on principle, responsible for 


these demands, | am opposed to this referring | 


and re-referring, from time to time, and to this 
scaling and re-scaling, until the amount is so re- 


| duced that we seem to pay, while in fact we re- 


| whole affair to our successors. 


| posed to the plan of the committee, which 1s, to 
cording to the contract on which the service of | 





pudiate, the greater part of the demands against 
us. I wantthese claims settled on some principle. 
I want that principle now determined, if now we 
propose to act. If we do not, let us leave the 
I am utterly op- 


procrastinate just to get another report, which, 
In its turn, may be committed to somebody else 
for a review. 

Mr. LANE. lI offer the following amendment, 
to come in at the end of the fourth resolution: 


Every soldier enlisting in Oregon or Washington, is en- | 


titled to $130 in lieu of transportation. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I rise to a question of order. 
Is it in order for a Delegate from a Territory to 

ropose an amendment? 

Mr. LANE. 
deprive a poor Delegate of that privilege. 

‘he SPEAKER. A Delegate may introduce 

a bill and make any motion in reference to it. It 
is done every day; and the right to introduce a 
bill carries with it the right to move to amend. 

Mr. OLIN. I wish to call the attention of 
the House, for a moment, to some considerations 
which ought to induce the House to delay the 
passage of this resolution until we receive from 


the Secretary of War a report upon this subject, | 


which the House called for some time since. 
Knowing that this subject was to be considered 
by the House, and feeling some little solicitude 


upon the question; knowing that there was a pa- | 
sae of importance in the possession of the War 
epartment necessary to the proper understand- | 


ing of this subject, | sought, some months ago, 
the production of that paper to this House, in 
order that it might be spread before the public. 


I am | 
opposed, at all times, as a member of Congress, | 


I hope the gentleman would not | 


A resolution was passed by the House, calling 
on the Secretary of War for a copy of that doc- 
ument. A copy had already been made out, 
which had been prepared some years ago. The 
Secretary could, at any moment, have furnished 
a copy to the House. And now I wish to call 
the attention of the House to some facts in con- 
nection with the production of that paper, and 
they will see that it is important. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I rise to a question of 
order. I trust the gentleman from New York 
will not consume the brief hour assigned to the 
Committee on Military Affairs by discussing 
irrelevant matter. 

Mr. OLIN. I think if the gentleman will hear 
what I have to say he will see that itis important 
in the consideration of this resolution. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I cannot see what possible 
connection the report of Captain Cram can have 
with the adoption of this resolution. 

Mr. OLIN. It is very important in the con- 
sideration of this subject. Captain Cram was, in 
the years 1855 and 1856, at the head of the topo- 
graphical engineers for the department of the Pa- 
cific, and his report furnishes a history of the 
whole conduct and origin of that war. It shows, 
in my judgment, such a state of facts as if laid 
before the country this House would never sanc- 
tion these claims. Now, why it is that this re- 
port has not been furnished to the House, and 
why itis that the learned chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military affairs has refused to examine 
that report, 1 am at a loss to imagine. On the 
10th of February last, as I observed, this report 
was called for by a resolution of the Senate. In- 
stead of answering that call, as | am informed, 
this report was farmed out to be criticised. Criti- 
cism was made upon it, and that criticism placed 
upon the files of the War Department, Then, sir, 
another call was made upon the War Department, 
for any-other papers on file in the Department 
pertaining to Captain Cram’s report, and then a 
copy of th® report, and a copy of the criticisms 
upon it, are sent to the Senate, 

Mr. FAULKNER. I submit to the Chair that 
this reference to the report of Captain Cram ia 
wholly irrelevant to the question under discus- 
sion. There is but a single hour allotted to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and every moment 
is precious. | hope the gentleman will be con- 
fined to the discussion of the resolution now be- 
fore the House. 

Mr. OLIN. I shall be exceedingly reluctant 
to transgress the rules of the House, if lam not 
in order. 

The SPEAKER. If the Chair had read the 
report, he would be better able to decide whether 
the gentleman from New York was in order. 

| Mr. OLIN. I wish to say that I have had an 
opportunity to examine this report, and I can 
state, from my own observation, that it contains 
such an exposition of the origin and nature of 
these Oregon and Washington claims, that, if it 

| were placed before the House, they would, in my 
judgment, pronounce a judgment of condemna- 
tion upon the whole transaction. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington. I will state, 

|| for myself and the Delegate from Oregon, that we 
desire that this report shall be published. 

Mr. OLIN. Iso understood. So the gentle- 
man stated, I understood, when some allusion was 
‘| made to Captain Cram’s report, in a debate in 
| this House, in May last. Some ten days after, 
'| the call was made in this House for Captaig 

Cram’s report. The honorable chairman of the 
|, Committee on Military Affairs proposed to call 
| on the Department for these criticisms, which, as 
| I think, were improperly placed upon the files 
| of the War Office, for the purpose of riding down 
| that report. The Secretary of War had no more 

right to place these criticisms upon the files of his 

office, than he had to place the private letters of 

members of this House there. I am perfectly will- 

ing, if any gentleman desires to see these criti- 

cisms, that they should be sent here; but [ am 
|| unwilling to believe the Secretary of War is with- 
| holding this report until these criticisms can in 
|| this way be attached to it. I think this resolu- 
tion should be deferred until we have that report 
before us; and I move that it be postponed until 
that report is received. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Is there any 
probability that this report will be received during 
\. the present session ? 
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Mr. OLIN. It can be sent here any day. 
Mr. LANE. I will modify my amendment so 
as to add at the end of the resolution, a provision 
that those volunteers shall be allowed $130 each, 
in lieu of transportation, and that they be in- 
cluded within the pension and bounty land laws 
of the United States. 

Mr. STANTON. Is that amendment in or- 
der? This is merely a resolution of the House 
calling for information. The amendment proposes 
to amend the bounty land and pension laws, which 
could not, under any circumstances, be accom- 
plished by a simple resolution of the House. 

Mr. CURTIS. I think the $130 in commuta- 
tion of transportation ought to be allowed. 

Mr. STANTON. 1 do not think the amend- 
ment is germane at all. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
first branch of the amendment is in order, but 
that the latter branch is not. 

Mr. LANE. Then | modify my amendment 
by striking out the latter branch. 

The amendment, as modified, was read, as fol- 
lows: 

And each soldier who rendered service in Oregon or 


Washington, shall be allowed $130 in lieu of transporta- 
tion. 


Mr. CURTIS. Thatis right. 

Mr. STANTON. I do not think that it is 
right. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that 
that branch of the amendment is in order, inas- 
much as itis directory and no more—directory 
to the Auditor in making out the accounts. 

Mr. STANTON. | make no question of order 


with the Chair; but I trust the House will not | 


adopt the amendment. 

Mr. CURTIS. | hope the House-will adopt it, 

Mr. LANE. It is avery small sum, and these 
soldiers deserve it. 

The previous question was not seconded; there 
being, on a division—ayes 66, noes 79. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Has the morn- 
ing hour expired? 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington. I wish to 
say a few words on this Oregon and Washington 
debt. 

The SPEAKER. Debate must be confined to 
the motion to postpone. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington. Then I will 
defer my remarks. 

Mg. FAULKNER. Mr. Speaker, I called for 
the previous question because | saw nothing in 
the resolutions reported by the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs which required any discussion— 
they are plain, and speak for themselve -—and be- 
cause I desired an immediate disposition of them 
that I might lay before the House other reports 
of importance now in my hands from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. There can be no just 
ground for the postponement of these resolutions 
until the report of Captain Cram is received and 
printed, The Committee on Military Affairs have 
ad before them all the official reports of the Gov- 
ernment upon this question that have been pub- 
lished within the last twoor three years. It is 
impossible that Captain Cram can throw any 
further light on the subject than the correspond- 
ence already laid before the committee has thrown 
upon it. We found it impossible, utterly out of 
the question, to sanction and allow the accounts 
as they have been reported to us by the commis- 
sioners. We are therefore driven to the necessity 
of adopting one of two modes of procedure— 
either to prescribe the principles upon which the 
accounting officers of the Treasury should settle 
these accounts, and to direct paymentat the Treas- 
ury upon those principles; or to require the Au- 
ditor to make a report to the next Congress upon 
the basis of those principles in order that a future 
Congress may take such action upon it as may 
seem to it best. We did so, sir, because, in the 
examination of the report made by the commis- 
sioners who were sent to Oregon and Washing- 
ton, we found that they adopted a system of 
charges such as we could not recognize and sanc- 
ion, 

The sole purpose of these resolutions is, there- 
fore, to curtail these allowances according to 
the principles indicated in that series of resolu- 
tions now befgre you, and leave it to the next 
Congress, when it has the report made to it by 


the Third Auditor, to act finally on the subject. It | 
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was because this proceeding is simply prelimi- 
nary to some future final and definite action, that I 
did notinclude among these resolutions one which 


passed the committee unanimously, allowing to | 
the volunteers the benefit of the existing bounty | 


land and pension laws. If we had been acting final - 
ly on the subject; if we had been prescribing a 
basis upon which the Auditor was to pay the 
claims, we would have gone more fully into the 
subject, and made a provision for bounty lands 
and pensions. 

The committee determined that it would not 
pay a dollar until the Third Auditor should make 
his report to the next Congress, on the basis of 

| the principle there indicated; and such being the 
case, it was unnecessary to give to the subject the 
form and perfection of a bill. I therefore hope 
that the House will not postpone the resolutions. 
Neither the Committee on Military Affairs nor the 
members of this House will ever be able to act 
on the subject, made by the commission sent to 
Oregon and Washington; and if the Delegates 
from those Territories desire these claims acted 

,on atall, there is no mode, in my judgment, by 

which they can accomplish their purpose except 
by a report from the Auditor, sifting the proper 
from the improper allowances, and placing the 
accounts upon the reasonable and just basis indi- 
cated by the resolution of the committee now 
before you for adoption. 

The gentleman from Oregon [Mr. Lane] has 
indicated but one objection to the plan of settle- 
mentadopted by the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs; and that is, that we do not allow the volun- 


teers higher pay than is allowed to the officers | 


and soldiers of an equal grade in the United States 
Army. It seems to me that we have announced 
the only principle which this House ever can 
adopt. We applied it but the other day to the 


volunteers of Texas; we applied it to-day to the | 


volunteers of Missouri; it was the standard of 
compensation to the volunteers during the Mex- 
ican war; and it is the only principle that we can 
safely adopt in reference to volunteers called out 
by the States or Territories without the authority 
of the Federal Government. We cannot pay to 
a volunteer in Oregon and Washington two dol- 
lars a day, and only thirty-three cents to a vol- 
untecr in Missouri. We must have some uniform 
standard of pay in cases of this kind; and that 
uniform standard can only be reached by placing 
all the volunteers upon the basis of the officers 
and troops of the regular Army. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington. Every soldier 
in the regular Army, enlisted in Washington and 
Oregon, receives a bounty. Here it is proposed 
to pay to the volunteer $130, as a commutation of 
the expense of getting to Washington or Oregon. 
I willask the honorable chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, if he is willing to put 
the volanteers in Oregon or Washington on that 
footing, to make them equal to the regular service ? 

Mr. FAULKNER. Our purpose is to place 
them on the footing of the regular troops of the 
United States. And this might be done by allow- 
ing to the volunteers that installment of the boun- 
ty that is paid at the end of the first year’s ser- 
vice. Itis asking too much to claim, for a few 
months’ service, a bounty which the law provides 
under particular circumstances for a five years’ 
service. This is a new proposition, never before 
brought to the notice of the committee, and I do 
not feel prepared to act upon it. 

Mr. OLIN. The gentleman does not appear 
to be discussing the question of postponement, 
but the merits of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman must confine 
himself to the question of postponement. 

Mr. FAULKNER. As ps desirous of clos- 
ing this debate, 1 will only further add that J hope 
the House will not postpone the question. I am 
not at this time satisfied of the propriety of the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Ore- 
gon, at least to the extent of his present demand; 
and | shall vote against it. I hope the House will 
adoptthe resolutions reported from the committee, 
as I believe their effect will be to facilitate the 
settlement of these controverted claims, and to 
effectuate their adjustment upon a fair and proper 
basis. 

Mr. STANTON. I hope the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Oxiy] will withdraw his motion 
to postpone, as | am satisfied it is based on a mis- 
apprehension. His idea is that this report would 





furnish reasons why nothing should be paid, 
These resolutions, it will be remarked, do no, 
propose to have anything paid; and any inform. 
ation that comes between now and the first Mo; 
day in December, will come in time to arrest ad 
unnecessary or improper pa ment. 

Mr. OLIN. I understand that one of the gen- 
tlemen of the committee now regards the former 
report asa pledge to these claimants that the whole 
amount shall be paid, as found by the commis. 
sioners; and it would certainly be urged, with 
great force and propriety, that whatever ameynt 
may be found due by the Auditor shall be paid 
by Congress; that we had left the subject to his 
investigation, had transferred it to him, and that 
he had found that amount honestly due. Noy 
my idea was, that this report of Captain Cram 
would furnish information to the House, which 
if believed, would prevent Congress from ever 
paying for the services of these volunteers; and 
therefore, 1 wish to have the report laid before 
the House before the consideration of these res- 
olutions. Now, the gentleman from Ohio says, 
that the examination, when made, will commit 
the House to nothing. Verytrue. But members 
would ordinarily be satisfied that more investiga- 
tion had been given to the subject than they could 

give to it in the limited time of the House; and 
they would probably act on the suggestion of the 
person who examines this report. 

Mr. STANTON. The idea which the com- 
mittee had was this: they supposed that this re- 
pers of the commissioners ought to teach us this 

esson, at least; that we should not promise to 
| pay anything until we know how much it is to 
| cost. We became satisfied, from an examination 
of the report, that the claims were exceedingly 

exorbitant. We therefore determined that we 

should not commit the House to the payment of 
| the accounts as audited by the Auditor, until we 

should see what they were. We therefore recom- 
mend these resolutions. Ihope the House will 

refuse to postpone, and will adopt the resolutions. 
| l ask the previous question. 

Mr. OLIN. On that suggestion I withdraw 
my amendment. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered—being first on Mr, 
| Lane’s amendment. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I ask the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs what 
is the amount of bounty paid to enlisted soldiers? 
I think the volunteers should have the same. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I object to debate. 

The qtestion was taken; and Mr. Lane’s 
amendment was rejected. 

The question recurred on the resolutions; and 
they were adopted. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the resolutions were 
adopted; and also moved to lay to motion to re- 
consider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


_ Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that they had examined and found 
truly enrolled An act (H. R. No. 554) to author- 

_ize.the Attorney General to represent the United 

| States in the proceedings in equity now pending 

in the Supreme Court, between the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts and the State of Rhode 

Island and Providence Plantations; 

When the Speaker signed the same. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Barks- 
DALE in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of House bill No. 711, making appropriations for 
the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of 
the Government for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1860; the pending question being on Mr. 
Buiarr’s amendment, as follows: 

And that the same, or a sufficient portion thereof, be ap- 
plied to the purchase of one hundred copies of Benton’s 
Abridgment of the Debates of Congress for the congres- 


sional library and the libraries of the House of Representa- 
’ tives and of the Senate. 
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Mr. BONHAM. I move toamend the amend- 
ment by striking out the words * one hundred ” 
and inserting the word “ six,”’and by adding the 
words ‘four additional copies of the works of || 
Calhoun.’’ I learn from the librarian of Con- 

ress that there is not a copy of Benton’s abridg- 
ment in the library, and that there are but two || 
copies of Calhoun’s works there. | do not mean 
to be considered here as indorsing or disapproving 
of Benton’s abridgment. Iam not sufficiently 
familiar with it to determine whether it deserves 
creditor the censure which some gentlemen here 
have heaped upon it. But beyond that I submit 
there is no necessity for purchasing more than six 
copies. The librarian informs me that there are 
two copies of Calhoun’s works. The additional 
number of four may be useful to members of Con- 

ress. The work of Mr. Benton may be useful || 
as an index to the Debates of Congress. I may 
yote against the whole proposition; but if the 
amendment of the gentleman from Missouri is to 
be adopted, I hope it will be with this amendment 
inserted. 

The amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to—only forty members voting in the 
aflirmative. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Buiatrr. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Jones, of 
Pennsylvania, and Kexsey were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
orted—ayes thirty-seven; a further count not 
Gane demanded. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. STANTON. I move to amend by strik- 
ing out from line four hundred and seventy-two 
to four hundred and seventy-six, inclusive, as 
follows: 

‘For compensation of clerks in the offices of surveyors 
general, to be apportioned to them according to the exigen- 
cies of the public service, and to be employed in transcrib- 
ing field-notes of surveys for the purpose of preserving them 
at the seat of Government, $36,000.” 

A previous clause of this bill provides for the 
salaries of the several surveyors general and their 
clerks and the ordinary expenses of their offices. 
Then, sir, here is a general sweeping clause pro- 
viding for the compensation of clerks in the 
offices of these same surveyors general, with an 
appropriation of $36,000. I cannotconceive what 
contingency can happen to make it necessary to 
expend this money in these offices. It strikes 
me that it provides a very convenient mode of 
pensioning broken-down politicians who will be 
usefulin particular localities in elections; and un- 
less the gentleman from Missouri can give some 
reason why there should be, outside of the reg- 
ular appropriations for the surveyors generals’ 
offices, this large amount appropropriated, I hope 
the committee will strike out the clause. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. If the gentleman 
had not risen at the moment he did, I should have 
moved to reduce this appropriation, so as to make 
itcomparatively small. The object of this ap- 
propriation is this: it is proposed to discontinue 
several of the surveyors generals’ offices, and these 
extra clerks are required to make up the records of 
such offices, in order to transfer them to the States 
in which they are located. These clerks are to be 
only temporarily employed. There is also another 
class of expenses which are covered by this ap- 
propriation. The deputy surveyors in some of 
the land districts have completed their surveys in 
the field, and it becomes necessary for the plats 
and field-notes to be examined in the offices of 
the surveyors general, in order sooner to enable 
the Department to bring the lands into market. It 
is believed that temporary clerks can be advan- 
tageously employed in several instances, which 
may occur. They will in no instances be em- 
ployed, except with the concurrence of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office. 

I remarked that I was in favor of a reduction 
of this appropriation. The estimate submitted 
was for $41,000. We reduced the amount to 
$36,000, and upon further information in respect 
to the surveys of the public lands, we have de- 
termined that it may be still further reduced. I 
should, therefore, upon my own motion, have 
moved to reduce the appropriation to $25,000, be- 
lieving that that amount will be sufficient to meet 
the wants of the surveyor general’s office. Several 
of the surveyor generals’ offices have been dis- 













| any appropriations for navy-yards. 
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continued, and it is proposed to discontinue oth- | 
ers. The field notes must be transcribed, and the 
sooner this shall be done, the sooner may other 
offices be discontinued. I move to reduce the ap- 


| propriation to $25,000. 


Mr. STANTON. I have a right to speak 
against the amendment of the gentleman from 
Missouri. I do not propose to spend any time 
upon it. This belongs exclusively to that class 
of appropriations which depend upon the discre- 
tion of the heads of bureaus. The head of a | 
Department may spend it or not, at his election. | 

Mr. MORGAN. At the election? [Laughter.] 

Mr. STANTON, It depends upon the neces- 
sity of the service, whether the service of the 


| party or the public is for him to determine. I am 
| against all these contingent and discretionary ap- 


propriations that miay be dispensed with. Ifthe 
records cannot be got up quite so fast, then let | 
them go over for a little while. 

The amendment of Mr. Puetps, of Missouri, 
was agreed to; and the question then recurred on 
the amendment as amended. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, demanded tellers. | 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. BurrintTon 
and Bryan were appointed. 


—ayes 84, noes 45. 


So the amendment as amended was agreed to. | 


Mr. GROW. I see here an appropriation for 
two Washington newspapers for the office of the 


to me that that ought to be stricken out of the 
bill. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The reason for 


it is this: those papers contain the advertisements || 


inviting contracts, and also the laws, before they 
are published by the public printer. The object 
of specifying two was to restrict the officers, so 
that they should not purchase more than two. 


ing, after line five hundred and seventy-eight: 


For the purpose of carrying an and prosecuting the works 
and improvements on Blythe Island, on the coast of Geor- 
gia, contemplated by the act of 28th January, 1857, $100,000 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I suggest to my 
friend from Georgia, that this bill does not make 


He there- 
fore had better defer his amendment until the 


| Navy appropriation bill comes up. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules the amend- 
ment out of order to this bill. 
Mr. SEWARD. I withdraw the amendment, 


| intending to offer it to the Navy appropriation 
bill. 





not in order. 

The Clerk read the following clause, under the 
| head of **Mint of the United States at Philadel- 
phia:”’ 

‘* For wages of workmen and adjusters, $74,800.” 


Mr. GROW. I move to strike that appropri- 
ation out, and in lieu thereof to insert $30,000. 

Mr. Chairman, I am unable to find by any of 
the estimates or reports of the Departments the 
items necessary to make up that sum of $74,800. 


pend this money, whether these men be necessary 
or not. Wehave no means, at present, of ascer- 
| taining how this amountis required. These men 
/may not be demanded for the public service, but 
may be employed for other services. I propose 
| to reduce the amount, unless I am satisfactorily 
informed that it is absolutely necessary. 

There are other appropriations following this 


them out when they are reached. According to 
this appropriation $239 74 is required each day 
for nese for this Mint. I am unable to see 
how the Mint of the United States can have use 
| for laborers each day to the extent of $240 a day. 
That would employ more than one hundred men. 


| there? 
cover up jobs, and therefore I want the amount 
reduced. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


cisco, California,”’ the following: 

“ For wages of workmen and adjusters, $165,493.” 
_Mr. GROW. For the reasons | have already 
| given in the case of the Philadelphia Mint, I move 
! to reduce that amount to $65,493. The appro- 





|| Mr. GROW. 
The committee divided; and the tellers reported | 


Mr. SEWARD. move to insert the follow- | 


3ut I do not agree with the Chair that it is | 


| To lump the appropriations in that way leaves it || 
to the discretion of the disbursing officer to ex- || 


of the same character, and I shall move to strike | 


| For what purpose can one hundred men be needed | 
I think that it is a good phraseology to | 


The Clerk read, under the head of ‘* San Fran- 


889 


riation as it stands would allow $537 a day for 
Laetends I am unable to see what necessity there 
is for so many laborers about that mint. I hope 
the amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The amount of 
money paid depends entirely on the amount of 
bullion presented at that mint to be coined, and 
the coin sent to be recoined. This amount is be- 
lieved to be necessary. The estimate is made 
upon the expenses of the preceding year. lt was 
ascertained that there was a certain amount of 
coinage for the last year, and it being believed 

| there will be the same amount of coinage for the 
next year, the same appropriation has been pro- 
posed. 

Mr.GROW. Has not the coinage for this year 

| been less than for the last year; and yet the ap- 
propriation is the same? 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I submit to the 

| committee, whether, in view of the recent gold 
discoveries on Pike’s Peak and Cherry creek 

)and on the Gila and in the Territory of New 
Mexico, they can expect the coinage to be less 

| mext year than it was last year at the several 
mints? 





to San Francisco. 
The question was taken on Mr. Grow’s amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 


Mr. GROW. I move to amend by striking out 


Well, that gold will not all go 


g | *€@45,000,’’ in line six hundred and fifty-three, 
| chief engineer of thé War Department. It seems | 


and inserting in lieu thereof ‘* $20,000,’’ so that 


\| the clause will read: 


| For wages of workmen, (at the New York assay office,) 
| $20,000. 
| I believe that this sum will cover all the labor 
that is necessary. I find by the act establishing 
|| the assay office, that the monies paid by depos- 
| itors are to be applied to the contingent expenses 
|| of the office. It was understood at the time the 
|| act was passed that this would cover the con- 
|| tingent expenses. | see by the estimates that over 
|| sixty thousand dollars have been used of the 
|| funds derived in this manner; and yet here is an 
|| additional item of $45,000 for labor, which gives 
'|.a daily expenditure of $144 20. I am informed 
| that the actual cost of the assay office should be 
|| $20,501; and I therefore propose to reduce this 
|| appropriation to $20,000. 

Mr. MORGAN. I oppose this amendment for 
one reason only. I have no doubt that it is right; 
|| Iam not really opposed to it. But I know wat, 
|| no matter what amendments are recommended by 
|| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 





|| Union, or adopted by the House, the Senate will 
| restore the items, and then we will have a com- 
mittee of conference, and the bill will come back 
| loaded with additional items of hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars; and we will have no opportun- 
_ ity of voting on any one item. Every particle of 
| it will be swallowed down without a why or a 
| wherefore, and without any discussion whatever. 
|, I give notice, therefore, that I will oppose, and I 
| hope others will oppose, all propositions for 
committees of conference. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Grow’s 
amendment was agreed to. 


| Mr.GROW. I move to amend by striking out 
| *€ $34,000,’ in line six hundred and fifty-eight, 
and inserting in lieu thereof ‘* $15,000,”’ so as to 
| make the clause read: 
| For wages of workmen (at the New Orleans mint,) 
$15,000.” 
| I find that the daily expenditure at this mint 
is $109 in addition to the incidental expenses of 
| the office. 
| Mr. FLORENCE. Iask for tellers. I think 
|| that the committee is very unprofitably occupied 
|| in striking at workingmen. 
|| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire the 
| attention of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means one moment. I see by the es- 
timates that the appropriation for the year ending 
| June 30, 1860, is $34,000, and that the amount 
for last year was only $22,000. I would like an 
es of the increase. — 
| Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. There was an un- 
expended balance on hand last year. 
| ‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Exxtiotr 
| and CHAFFEE were appointed. 
The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes sixty-seven, noes not counted. 
| So the amendment was agreed to. 


| 
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Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
amend, by striking out lines seven hundred and 
forty-eight and seven hundred and forty-nine, as 
follows: 

* Por special and other extraordinary expenses of Califor 
nia land claims, $40,000.” 

1 should like to have an explanation of that 
item. 

Mr. PHELPS, af Missouri. At the last ses- 
sion of Congress an appropriation was made for 
the employment of special counsel to invesugate 
questions of fraud in California concerning land 
titles, A distinguished gentleman from Pennsy!l- 
vania was employed as special counsel in behalf 
of the United States, in cases pending in Caltfor- 
nia where property of the United States was in 
jeopardy. Great service has been rendered, not 
only by him, but by the assistants employed by 
him, in securing the utle of the United States 
against fraudulent grants. 
the Aimaden quicksilver mines, where the title of 
the United States was brought in controversy. 
After a long and tedious trial, the court decided 
that the title did not belong to those who claimed 
it, but to the United States. Again, there is the 
celebrated Limantour case, and the Barron and 
Bolton case, the decision in which, if favorable to 
the claimants, would deprive the Government of 
the United States of the very land on which the 
Government buildings stand. | hold in my hand 
a letter from the Attorney General of the Gaited 
States on the subject, which will, in brief, ex- 
plain the matter. 

The letter was read. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I think the 
amount proposed to be appropriated by this bill 
for this purpose is extraordinary. We appropri- 
ated last year the sum of $40,000 for these extra 
legal expenses, and by a preceding appropriation 
in this bill we appropriate $10,000 for such legal 
expenses as are necessary in disposing of the pri- 
vate land claims in California. Then you make 
here an appropriation of $40,000, which, with the 
amount appropriated last year, will give an ag- 
gregate of $80,000 for counsel’s fees. I ask the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
if there is nota regular legal officer there whose 
business it is to defend these claims of the Gov- 
ernment? 

[Here the hammer fell.] , 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I will reply to 
the question propounded by the gentleman from 
Illinois. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I wish to 
inquire if the reading of the letter of the Attorney 
General comes out of my time? 

The CHAIRMAN. It was taken from the 
genlteman’s time. The gentleman yielded to the 
gentleman from Missouri to have the letter read. 
It was an answer to a-question propounded by the 
gentleman. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. It will be recol- 
lected that, by the instracuons of a preceding 
Administration, the cases pending before the com- 
mission on private land claims were transferred 
to the district court of the United States for Cali- 
fornia, and if they were decided against the United 
States, the right was given to appeal them to the 
Supreme Court of the United States. When the 
land commission closed its business in Califor- 
nia, there had been a good many appeals made 
to the courts of the United States, and the cases 
still pending there were transferred. Under this 
head, also, the expenses of a confidential agent 
to Mexico are to be paid, to procure copies of 
documents needed for the defense of the Govern- 
ment, on file inthe archives of the Mexican Gov- 
ernment. ‘This course was pursued in the Alma- 
den case, in which a large amount of money was 
involved, and to sustain which the claimants had 
employed very able counsel. It was impossible 
for the district attorney to give that attention to 
it which a case of that magnitude required for the 
protection of the interests of the United States. 
Other cases of similar importance and magnitude 
will arise in California, Other cases are now pend- 
ing there, and when’ these cases come to be ap- 
pealed to the Supreme Court of the United States, 
anda record has to be made up in each, it will be 
impossible for one person to attend to it, and give 
his attention to the other business which devolves 
upon the Attorney General. Lt is impossible for 
him to perform his ordinary duties, if the defense 
of the Government in all these cases is also left for 


Such was the case of 


him to attend to. In some of these cases the record 
will make several large volumes, requiring one 
man to give it his attention for several months in 
its preparation. 

The investigation of these California land claims 
has disclosed the fact that immense forgeries had 
been perpetrated upon the Mexican Government. 
Papers have been produced purporting to have 
the stamp of the Mexican Government upon them, 
which upon examination proved to be fabricated, 

[Here the hammer fell. | 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I modify 
my amendmen, by reducing the amount from 
$40,000, to $20,000. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman cannot 
modify his amendment so as to entitle him to 
make another speech upon it, 

Mr. STANTON. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out ‘ forty,’’ and inserting 
‘*twenty.”’ Lunderstand that the gentleman from 
Illinois is acting upon the idea, that this is for 
counsel’s fees. If that is so, it is unquestionably 
extravagant. But my understanding is, that the 
counsel who has charge of aclass of cases in Cal- 
ifornia, was compelled to incur expenses in hunt- 
ing up evidence, paying clerk hire, and a thou- 


sand things that grew out of his position as dis- | 


burser. His aggregate expenses amount to that 
sum; and | am willing to trust the Attorney Gen- 
eral with that discretion. 

Mr. SCOTT. 
tee of Ways and Means has answered the gentle- 
man from Illinois, and, I think, fully and thor- 
oughly. 


into a discussion of the matter. IL feel no interest 


in it, except that justice may be done to parties | 


who have certainly rendered this Government 
great service. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I wish to 


say that | understand that an appropriation was 


The chairman of the Commit- | 


And I have now no disposition to go 
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from all sections of the Union, who have gone 
there to seek their fortunes. So far as this ra 
tour, and other claims, are concerned, whic . 
volve millions and millions of dollars, 
the district attorney with the whole ba 
againsthim. It was deemed absolutely 1 


h in- 
you find 
r arrayed 
necessary 


| that these means should be furnished, in order 


that the Government should properly compete 
with the overwhelming interests which may be 
arrayed against it, 

The question was taken; and Mr. STANTON’s 
amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, by unanj. 
mous consent, withdrew his amendment. 

The Clerk read the following paragraph: 

* Por purchase of the property in the city of New York 
now under the lease of the United States for courts: 4; 


. . z > lor 
defraying the expenses of the Supreme, circuit, and district 


courts of the United States, including the district of Co 
lumbia ; also, for jurors and witnesses, in aid of the funds 
arising trom fines, penalties, and forfeitures incurred in the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1860, and previous years; and 
likewise, for defraying the expenses of suits in which the 
United States are concerned, and of prosecutions for of. 
fenses committed against the United States, and for the safe- 
keeping of prisoners, $1 ,000,000,”” 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to know of the chair. 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means what 
amount of this appropriation is intended for the 
purchase of property in New York, and what for 
the other ane of the courts? 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I will answer with 
pleasure the inquiry propounded by the gentleman 
from Alabama. ‘The Secretary of the Interior 
submitted his estimate for $1,000,000, as being 
necessary for the payment of the expenses of the 
courts during the ensuing fiscal year; but he sub- 


| sequently informed me that there would be an 


made last year of $40,000, for services in regard | 


to these California claims. Why this additional 
compensation is made for the next year, is what 
I desire information in regard to. 
great deal of what the gentleman from Missouri 
has said. | know very well the transactions which 
have taken place in California, that Mr. Stanton, 
of Pittsburg, was sent there, and discharged his 
duties with extraordinary ability and fidelity to 


paid a liberal salary, because I| believe that he has 
saved a great deal of money to the Government. 
Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Chairman, | understand 


I agree witha | 


unexpended balance, but of that he could not de- 
termine. He believed that, by close economy, if 
no extraordinary cases should arise in any of the 
judicial circuits of the United States, there might 
be a sufficient sum toenable him, out of this judi- 
ciary fund, to purchase the building which he has 
now leased for the use and occupancy of the United 
States courts in the city of New York. Under 
the actof Congress requiring the Secretary of the 


| Treasury to procure buildings for the accommo- 


dation of the courts in the city of New York, he 
leased Burten’s Theater buildings. Ido not know 


; || how I can better explain this matter than by read- 
the Government: and I desire that he shall be | I Ae 


ing from his report. He says: 
** But if, by the practice of proper economy, the ex- 


| penses of the present year should not exceed those of the 


that these suits have been recovered by Mr. Stan- || 
. | the unexpended balance as may remain on hand at the close 


ton, of Pennsylvania; and that this appropriation 
contemplates paying him for the additional labor 
which may be consequently imposed upon him 
in following them through, and in attending to 
the other cases which may occur in California, 
and in which the Government of the United States 
is interested. As I have said already, the gen- 
tleman from Missouri has answered all of the 
objections of the gentleman from Illinois to this 
appropriation; bat, sir, that gentleman made this 
inquiry: whether the United States did not have 
a district attorney at San Francisco, and whether 
he was not sufficient to the discharge of the du- 
ties incumbent upon him? whether he was not 
capable of meeting and defending all the suits 
which the Government may have in California? 
I will state to the gentleman from Illinois, in 
answer to that inquiry, that, in a conversation 
which I had with Mr. Stanton not more than five 
days ago, he told me that he had frequently con- 
sulted with the most distinguished lawyers in the 
Union, but that he never had met with a more 
distinguished one than Peter Delle Torre, the 
present United States district attorney at San 
Francisco; that he was distinguished for his legal 


last, and it is hoped they will not, it is respectfully suggest- 
ed that the Department be authorized to apply so much of 


of the year, as may be necessary to the purchase of the 
building leased by it, in the city of New York, for court 
purposes. At present, we are paying for the use of this build- 
ing $16,000, per annum, with the privilege of buying il, 
within three years, for the sum of $215,000. 

‘* Bor many years the United States courts for the south 
ern district of New York were held in the City Hall, belong- 
ing to the city of New York, and rooms procured in different 
parts of the city for the use of the judges, aud other officers, 
at an aggregate annual rent of from twelve thousand six 
hundred to twenty-two thousand five hundred dollars. 
During the last year, the city authorities notified the Depart- 
ment that it must Obtain other accommodations, and there- 
upon immediate steps were taken by it to that end. After 
the most careful examination of the various buildings of- 
fered for our use, that Known as Burton’s Theater, on Cham- 
bers street, was selected as the most eligible ; and with the 
advice of the judges, district attorney, and marshal, it was 
leased for five years, with the privilege of retaining it ten 


| years longer, if desired, at the rate already mentioned. Such 
| changes have been made as were necessary to adapt the 
| building to our purposes, involving an additional expense ot 


ability and for his energy, and that the Govern- | 


ment could not have a more faithful official to fill 
that position. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


I did not | 


call into question Mr. Torre’s ability; I only | 


inquired whether it was his duty to attend to 
these cases. = 

Mr. SCOTT. I thought that the gentleman in- 
sinuated that additional counsel had been called 
in because the district attorney was not qualified 
for his duties. He is overwhelmed with labor. 
No one but those who have been there have any 


about twenty-five thousand dollars, including cost of furni- 
ture.”? 

The committee was informed that the annual 
expense for the rooms occupied by the United 
States courts in New York city, was from twelve 
thousand six hundred to twenty-two thousand 
five hundred dollars per annum. When the Gov- 
ernment was forced to find a building for itself, a 
lease was taken of this building, known as bur- 


'ton’s Theater, at the annual! rent of $16,000, with 


conception of the duties which devolve upon the | 


district attorney of California. In California we 
have a learned bar. It is composed of gentlemen 


the privilege of purchasing it at any time within 
three years, for the sum of $215,000.. We have 
already expended, in preparing that building for 
the use of the courts, a sum exceeding twenty 
thousand dollars. The question was presented 
whether it would be more economical for the Uni- 
ted States to become a purchaser than to pay the 
annual rent. The lease extends for five years, 
subject to renewal for ten. 


Mr. CLARK, of New York. How much land 


| is ne to be sold for this $215,000? 


ir. PHELPS, of Missouri. I think it has 
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about seventy-five feet fronting on Chambers 
street, and extending back to Reade street. I 
have the Impression that it is some one hundred 
and fifty feet in length, north and south. 


Mr. CLARK, of New York. When does this || 


Jease expire ? ; . 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 
years from this time, with the privilege of pur- 
chasing within three years. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I notice that this appropria- | 
tion is in aid of the funds arising from fines, pen- | 
alties, and forfeitures, incurred in the fiscal year 
ending in 186U, and previous years. If the gen- 
teman has any information from which he can 


state to the House the amount of funds thus de- || 


rived, | should like him to do so. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. And also why 
these fines, penalties, and forfeitures, are not paid 
into the Treasury? ‘That is where they belong. 
The appropriation should not.be in aid of such | 

enalties, but for the specific purpose designed. | 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I would say, in 
reply to the inquiry of the gentleman from New 
York, that the law does not require these fines to 
be paid into the ‘Treasury, but to be applied in aid 
of the appropriation for courts, 

Mr. BRANCH. I propose to amend by reduc- 
ing the amount appropriated in the item $215,000. 
| understand from the chairman of the Commit- | 
tee of Ways and Means that it is proposed to 
purchase the building and lot at that price. It 
may be a very fair price for it, and it may be very 
judicious, under ordinary circumstances, for the 
Government to purchase instead of paying rent. 

jut in the present condition of the Treasury, and 
while it is seriously contemplated to increase the 
taxes onthe people, and when every effort is being 
made to reduce the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment, [think we might defer, for one or two years 
longer, the purchase of this property. It appears 
that the Government has a lease of it, and that at 
any time within®the next three years it has the 
right to purchase it at the same price that it can 
be got for now. Under these circumstances, and 
with a view to postpone the payment of so much 
money out of the Treasury, I offer my amend- | 
ment. 

Mr. HOWARD. ,I am opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from North Carolina. | 
took occasion to examine the question to some | 
extent, and [ know that the statement made by 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
means is substantially correct. The Government 
has already droented $25,000 in fitting up this 
building. It pays $16,000 a year rent, and has 
the privilege of purchasing it at $215,000, at any 
time within the next three years. From inquiries 
made when I was in New York, as wellas from 
information received at the Department, I am sat- 
isfied that the property is really worth the money, 
and more too. Every consideration of economy 
requires that the Government should at some time 
purchase the property; for, if not purchased, the 
Government will continue to pay $16,000 a year 
rent,and will ultimately lose the $25,000 expended 
in fitting itup. Ifnot purchased now, the Govern- 
ment will have to pay the year’s rent, $16,000; so 
that the question comes up in this shape: ‘* Shall 
we pay $215,000 now, or—adding in the rent— 
$231,000 next year?’’ By buying it now, we will 
save this year’s rent, and get the building, actu- 
ally, at $199,000. 

Mr. BRANCH. Would not the interest on the 
$199,000 be about equal to the rent; and would 
we gain anything by buying it now, when we 
have to borrow money at six per cent.? 

Mr. HOWARD. The rent amounts to more | 
than eight per cent. on $199,000. Now, every- 
body knows that the Government can borrow 
money at half that rate of interest; and therefore, 
if we are to buy the property at all, we ought to 
buy itnow. If we choose to abandon the idea | 
of buying it atall, why, let it go. The Committee | 
of Ways and Means care nothing about it, and | 
only desire to present the matter to the House, | 
and let the House act as it may please. 

The question being on Mr. Brancn’s amend- | 
ment, 

Mr. HOWARD demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cox and 
Morgan were appointed. 
The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 81, noes 50. | 

So the amendment was agreed to. | 


| 
In about four || 


| privilege of buying them. 
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Mr. GROW. To make theclause correspond 
with the amendment just adopted, | move to 
strike out lines seven hundred and fifty-six and 
seven hundred and fifty-seven, which read: 


** For the purchase of the property in the city of New 
York, now under lease to the United States for courts.” 


Mr. HOUSTON. Iam disposed to follow it 
up with the amendment to reduce the amount 
further. If the committee see fit to strike out 
these lines, I am perfectly willing. 

Mr. GROW. This section embraces three or 
four different things, incongruous in their char- | 
acter and nature; and I cannot say that [ am in 
favor of such incongruity in an appropriation bill, 
Aside from that, it isa question with me whether 
the Government is now in a condition to purchase 
property, whether it be buildings or ships. The | 
executive officers of the Government lease them 
at enormous rents, and then come to Congress 
and say, ** becanse they are leased so high it is 
better to buy them.’ The Secretary of the Navy | 
has, inthe same way, chartered a large number | 
of vessels for the Paraguay expedition, with the 
1 am opposed to this 
whole system of taking leases or charters, and 
making their terms an excuse for subsequently 
coming to Congress and asking appropriations 
for the purchase of the ships or buildings. 

1 throw out these hints to show my opposition 
to the general principle; and I desire now that 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means may inform us about the items in this 
clause, so that we can vote for each by itself. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. As the gentle- | 
man from Pennsylvania has intimated that the 


Secretary of the Interior had no authority either || 
to purchase or lease this building, I desire to say | 


that it was leased by express authority of law, 
giving the Secretary of the Interior the right 


either to purchase or to lease buildings for the 


United States courts in the city of New York. 
Mr. GROW. The gentleman from Missouri 
did not understand the point 1 made. What I 
said was, that I did notthink it was right that the 
officers of the Government should rent buildings 
at an extravagant rate, and then plead that as a 


reason why the Government ought to buy them. | 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Then I do not | 
understand the gentleman from Pennsylvania to | 


say, upon his own authority, that the rent paid 
by the Government is too great. If he will say 


it is too much, then there will be something tan- | 


gible in his charge. But, sir, the ret paid fora 


building seventy-five feet front, occupying the 


position which this does in the city of New York, 
is a very moderate one. The lease of this build- 
ing was recommended by the judges, by the mar- 
shal, by the clerk, and by the district attorney, 
and the sum paid for rent was stated to be mod- 
erate for such property in the city of New York. 
It was so stated by gentlemen understanding the 
value of property; and, with these facts before us, 
upon what authority does the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania charge that the Secretary of the In- 


| terior has made a lease of this property at an ex- 


orbitant rent? 

Mr. GROW. I made no such charge. I said 
nothing about the rent as my own opingon. l 
said that such was the effect of the gentleman’s 


| argument. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Then I misun- 


| derstood the ventleman. 


Mr. GROW. I said the argument was, that 
we must buy the property at an exorbitant rate; 
because it was cheaper to buy it than to rent it 
at the rent at which we are paying for it; and | 
said that was not a fair argument upon the part 
of the friends of the Administration. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Well, sir, I un- 
derstand that it isa fact established by compe- 
tent authority, that the rent paid is moderate; 
and the price at which the Government may pur- 
chase it, is also moderate. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I rise to propose 
an amendment to the amendment. I propose to 
strike out the word * property,”’ and to insert in 
lieu thereof the words ‘‘lot and building thereon.”’ 

Mr. Chairman, it is for the purpose of perfect- 


| ing the amendment of the gentleman from Penn- 


sylvania, [Mr. Grow,] who proposes to strike 
out the whole appropriation for this purpose, that 
I move this amendment. I am in favor of re- 


taining this clause as an entirety. It is true that |) 


it is incongruous as it now stands, with the pre- 
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ceding paragraph as amended, on motion of the 
gentleman from North Caroiina, [Mr. Brancu, } 
and it is because of that incongruity that | desire 
to retain it, for the purpose of inducing the House 
to disagree to the amendment which has been 
made by the committee, striking the appropriation 
of $250,000 for this purpose from the $1,000,000 
appropriated originally for the purposes named 
in the paragraph; and for this reason: 

We have, for many years, in New York, been 
in want of a court-house and rooms in which to 
seat the judiciary of the United States; in which 
to transact the business of the suitors of the Uni- 
ted States; in which to hold judicial courts per- 
taining to the people of the United States. The 
court has, in fact, been a court of piepoddre, shak- 
ing off the dust of its feet year after year, from 
building to building, from court-room to court- 
room, as it has been driven, under stress of re 
moval, every May-day, from one reom to an- 
other, to the disgrace of the judiciary and the rep- 
utation of the Government. 

An opportunity was presented for leasing this 
building. A lease has been entered into, contain- 
ing a provision by which the Gowernment, within 
a certain period, may be permitted to purchase 
the property and create a ‘local habitation and 
a name,’’ for the traveling courts of the United 
States, in the great city of New York. The lease 
was a profitable one; the bargain, ifconsummated, 
will be an economical one; the amount contem- 
plated is $250,000, and is adequate and reasonable 


| for giving the people of the city of New York a 


place in which to hold the courts of the United 
States. 

Now, that is the simple reason why this com- 
mittee is askedto vote whether, under these cir- 
cumstances, a lease having been entered into of 
this description with the power conferred to enter 
into a contract of an economical nature, approved 
by the officials of the United States in the city of 
New York, approved by the judiciary located in 
the city of New York, approved by the Secretary 
of the Interior located inghe city of Washington— 
under these circumstatiees, it is for the House to 
say whether the contract thus entered into shall 
be consummated. 

L hope the committee will retain this clause as 
it stands—retain it with the incongruity existing — 


'in the hope that the Elouse may restore the ap- 


propriation stricken out by the committee on the 
motion of the gentleman from North Carolina. | 
hope the amendmentof the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania will not prevail, 

Mr. BRANCH. Loppose the amendment of the 
gentleman from New York. The amendment of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania is simply to 
conform to the amendment which the committee 
has already adopted. I imagine there can be no 
difficulty in the minds of the committee as to the 
propriety of striking out these two lines, if we 
were in earnest when we adopted the preceding 
amendment reducing the appropriation $225,000. 
The question is not, as | take it, whether the 
Secretary of the Interior made a good bargain or 
a bad bargain for acourt-room in the city of New 
York. ‘The Secretary of the Interior leased the 
building for a certain rent, with the stipulation 
that the Government was at liberty to purchase 
the building ata certain price within three years. 
Now, whether that price be large or small is not 
the question. It is whether, when we are bor- 
rowing money to carry on the Government, and 
when we are urged by many to increase the taxes 
on the people, im order to provide for the expenses 
of the Government, this is the proper time to pur- 
chase that property, when we have the use of the 
property under an absolute lease, without paying 
out $225,000 for it. It matters notto me whether 
the lease is more than the interest of the pur- 
chase-monéy or not. I would submit to a lease 
which would exceed the interest of the money 
required to purchase the building, rather than in- 
crease the taxes on the people. ‘The great ques- 
tion, in point of fact, is simply as to what we lose 
by the lease in a single year; because we may 
purchase the building next year, as well as at the 
present time, on precisely the same terms. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, by unanimous con- 
sent, withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. MORGAN. I renew the same amend- 
ment, for the purpose of saying that | hope this 
clause will be stricken from the bili. What ts 


the condition of the city of New York? Here 
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you propose, when your courts in New York are have been unworthy of the Federal judiciary. | by striking out the words, ‘and for the gay.. "Th 
the most important of any in the Union, when They have been most inconvenient to the mem- || keeping of prisoners.’’ I understand that that ment, 
they have the greatest amount of business bers of the bar having occasion to practice in those |, means for the safe-keeping of fugitive slaves x "Mr 
a Mr. HOWARD. I rise to aguestionof order. courts. Indeed, they have been matter of sur- Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, Oh, no; there ap. Tel 
x ‘The gentleman from New York (Mr. Joun Cocu- prise, if not of scandal, to the administration of | none in New York. mi Crew 
e nang] offered an amendment, debated it, but was | the Government at the city of New York. 1|| Mr. LOVEJOY. This being my understang ~ Thi 
HS opposed. The amendment was withdrawn, and think that my friend and colleague will admit the || ing, I move to strike out those words. | wili not —sye 
Ba itis now proposed to offer it again. Is debate in | fact, that there is an actual necessity for some | dwell ngw on the moral considerations Pertinent So 
Hy f order? permanent location to be provided. | to this matter. I do not believe that the Cong:;. M 
iF Mr. MORGAN. It was not acted on. _ Mr. CLARK, of New York. No doubt about | tution confers on this House the power of taxing - 
{ The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the _ it. ] me and taxing my constituents, to feed and clot), — 
ate point of order. ‘The amendment was not acted Mr. SICKLES. I think that my colleague will || and fesp there fugitive slaves till their trial comes 4 
ai upon, but withdrawn, also agree that no more eligible and appropriate || on. If there is anything in the Constitution abou; Mr 
Mr. MORGAN. Mr. Chairman, I have only | location could have been chosen than the one in || it, it is that they are simply allowed to be taken line § 
a few words to say on this amendment. In New question, which is immediately opposite and ad- | and carried back. And, sir, it is a thing go y:. hund 
York cit¥a large amount of your revenues is de- | jacent to the City Hall. | terly odious to the people of the free States, go ne 
rived, and what, sir, is the accommodation pro- Mr. CLARK, of New York. I think so; but || utterly degrading, and so abhorent to the feelings Philaé 
vosed to be made for the United States court there? | my colleague will remember that that land now || of humanity, North and South, that I go for aq. oo 
I is proposed now to purchase an old, rickety | pays a tax to New York of nearly $4,000 a year, || hering to the letter of the bond, giving nothins In 
theater building, repair it, patch it up, and then | and that we cannot spare that money. || more than the pound of flesh. Thatis all we can of th 
put these courts in it. You are now already oc- Mr. SICKLES. I will hasten to that point, || give; and we give that reluctantly. If, therefore Mea 
cupying an old church as a post office. I believe | which is the new one presented ny my colleague. | | do not misapprehend the meaning of this clause. incre 
that it has a weather-cock upon it which always | If this body were the Common Council of New || I trust that it will be stricken out. . there 
poimts south, and I think that we had better make York legislating exclusively with an eye tothe || Mr.SINGLETON. The gentleman talks abou: prop 
a) a change and point it north. If the Committee tax payers of that city—if the city of New York || giving ‘‘ the pound of flesh.’? I would be very M 
:e of Ways and Means had done its duty, it would were only fortunate enough to have so econom- || happy indeed, if the gentleman would return the there 
sei have provided for the construction of a respecta- — ical a body as this to legislate for it, that might be |, negro whom he helped to steal away from one of wren 
i # ble building, where the public records would have a proper argument. | my late constituents. leans 
Be been safe, and not, as they will under the pro- Mr. CLARK, of New York. I wish it had.|| Mr. LOVEJOY. I thank the gentleman for urer, 
1 osed arrangement, be exposed to fires. Burton’s  [Laughter.] | calling the attention of the committee to that mat- ther 
ne Theater may have been a good building for fun, Mr. SICKLES. Then my colleague, who I || ter. I never stole away any of the gentleman’s M 
but it is a poor one for the United States courts. believe is a tax payer, would be more carefully || negroes—he never rightfully owned a negro, whe 
Mr. CLARK, of New York. I oppose the | guarded than I fear he is now. I appreciate his |, Every human being that God made belongs to him- have 
3 amendment of my colleague, that I may have an | sensibility on that point. At the same time, I || self against the universe. And, sir, if this con- M 
nt opportunity of saying a single word on the sub- | would be willing to take his estate and accept all ‘| mittee wish to know—as my attention has been pro’ 
fs ject. 1 am not prepared to say whether the | theannoyances he suffers from the taxes. [Laugh- || several times called to this, and as scurrilous |et- serv 
a amount contracted to be paid by ghe Secretary of | ter.] | At present I am annoyed with neither. || ters have been read here—whether | help fugitive sali 
F r the Interior is too high, or whether the price of | [Renewed laughter.] I do not know which em- || slaves, march right up to the confessional and ditic 
i $215,000, which is proposed to be paid for this | barrasses him most, the magnitude of his estate | tell them that I do. There is no human being, peas 
Bb: land, is too high or not; but, sir, as understand | or the dimensions of his taxes; but I presume | black or white, that ever comes to my door and \ 
3 it, the United States have the privilege of determ- | that any one here would be willing to take both || asks for food when hungry, or e‘ielter when N 
i ining that question at any time within three years. and relieve him. But really his argument is one || houseless, but receives it; and if@he invisible spirit stril 
By Mindful of the fact that the purchase of this land | that can hardly weigh much with the House— || of slavery expects to cross my humble threshold and 
A by the Government willywithdraw $215,000 from | that to pay this $215,000, would relieve that much || and forbid me to feed the hungry or shelter the om 
oF the taxable property of athe city of New York, 1 property in New York from taxation. ‘The tax- || houseless, I bid that demon defiance in the name —_ 
Bie refer that that withdrawal should be postponed, | able property of New York city amounts to many || of my God. I 
a Scone the city of New York needs money about | hundred millions, and this item would be but a | Mr. SINGLETON. 1 would like the gentle- of 
ys as much as the Federal Government. If this | feather in the balance. | man to define what he calls ‘ stealing,’ if that Me 
ine $215,000 can remain subject to taxation in the A word now in regard to the price. I think my || be not stealing. _ ee plo 
ne city of New York for two years, it will alleviate | colleague will also agree that the price isa rea-|| Mr. LOVEJOY. Stealing is to take a man and N 
‘to the burdens of our people; and for one, as a | sonable one—much less than the same property | keep hima slave. ‘ He that stealeth a man and pro 
Rhy Representative of that city, | am willing that we | could be purchased for three years ago, when || selleth him, or if he be found in his hands, he } 
Fs should wait until another session before we make |, very high prices ruled in that neighborhood. | shall surely be put to death.”’ me 
i an effort which will resultin the purchase. lam || Mr. CLARK, of New York. As the property Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I desire to say to off 
Berth indifferent therefore whether the purchase is made _ is in my colleague’s district, he can probably an- || my friend from Illinois that his argument has d 
a : now or at any other time. swer that better than I can. | evidently wandered from its point of departure. 8. 
es Nr. Moxean’s amendment to the amendment Mr. SICKLES. Ido profess to know some- || When he proposed to strike out the clause for an 
5 was rejected. thing of its value, because I took some pains to || the safe-keeping of prisoners, he evilently did ant 
eS | Mr. STANTON. 1 move to strike out the urge on the Department the necessity of procur- || not intend to deliver us a homily on slavery or 
whole paragraph. ing that location. ‘(| freedom. Iam exceedingly obliged to him for p the 
Mr. Chairman, in this section are three items, Mr. CLARK, of New York. Can my colleague || the many intended truths with which he has 
or halfa dozen. There are three general heads, | state to the House any circumstance rendering it i greeted us, and for the much interest, and, indeed, ou 
amounting, in the aggregate, to $1,000,000. No necessary that the Government should, at this || excitement, which he has manifested. We are all, fiv 
man knows, nor can any ascertain from the esti- moment, embrace the privilege which it has se- || undoubtedly, beholden to him for the occasion ’ 
mates, or from the bill, how much is to be appro- | cured to itself of purchasing this property ? \| which has given to him and to us the opportu- po! 
priated for the purchase of property in New York, Mr. SICKLES. I can; and that is the point | nity, the one of speaking and the other listening. a 
how much for the expenses of the Supreme Court | which I was about to touch upon, and is the only || But there is one pointto which | would direct his 
of the United States, and how much for the pay- additjonal one to which I propose to allude. Itis ‘| attention. I would advise him to guard against 
ment of the expenses of jurors and witnesses. this: the Department of the Interior, with re- || what he seems tofear, by inserting before the word = 
We have a right to know something about those | gard to the judiciary fund, has been so admirably || ‘‘ prisoners ’’ the word ‘* free.’”? (Laughter. ) pr 
things. Asa matter of curiosity, | should like | managed, and the expenditures to which my || r. PHELPS, of Missouri. The gentleman ce 
to know how much is spent for the expenses of | friend from Ohio [Mr. Sranron] has alluded, || from Illinois cannot be sincere in moving that % 
jurors and witnesses in the courts of the United | (with regard, I suppose, to the fugitive slave act,) || amendment. If it should prevail it would turn Mt 
States. | would like to have the amount in a have been so very limited for the last year, that || loose every man arrested as a criminal against 
separate item. A large proportien of itis for the | an amount has been saved out of this judiciary || any of the laws of the land. It would turn loose la 
recapture and return of fugitive slaves, and for | fund sufficient to purchase the site. Now, if we || every man guilty of murder, in the District of 
criminal prosecutions growing out of them. It | make this excellent use of that balance which re- | Columbia; and so in reference to every crime upon al 
was the duty of the Committee of Ways and mains to our creditin the judiciary fund, we will |) your statute-book—forgers, counterfeiters of your 
Means to have separated these items. There | secure this site. If we do not appropriate it in || public coin and public securities; in fact, the gen- 0 
should have been a separate item for the court- this way, there is no telling what use may be | tleman’s amendment would make him a general 
i house at New York, a separate item for the ex- made of it in some other direction. | jail deliverer of all the criminals of the land. o 
} penses of jurors and witnesses—yes, sir, as it is Mr. STANTON withdrew his amendment. (| Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I desire to volun- 
i suggested to me, there ought to have been a sep- Mr. LOVEJOY. I desire to offer an amend- || teer an amendment to the amendment of the geo- 
t arate item for the capture of fugitive slaves. Let | ment. || tleman from Illinois, in reference to the safe-keep- ‘ 
i us have them separated. | move to strike out Mr. GROW. I rise to'a point of order, so that || ing of prisoners; and before the question is taken n 
# the whole section, in order that these items may | there may be no misunderstanding when we come || 1pon his proposition to strike out, I must insist $ 
be brought in separately. to vote. My point is, that any amendment to || on perfecting the clause. In order to relieve the 
Mr. SICKLES. 1am opposed to the amend- | strike out any portion of the bill below the lines || mind of the gentleman from Illinois, and to per- r 
ment to the amendment. I profess to know some- | which I propose to strike out, is not an amend- | fect the clause so as to remove all doubt about its t 
thing about the circumstances already alluded to | ment to mine. || being intended to provide for fugitive slaves, l I 
by my colleague, and which render this action of The CHAIRMAN, If such an amendment be || propose to insert between the words ‘‘of”’ and ( 
the Secretary of the Interior necessary. Theac- | offered, the amendment of the gentleman from || ‘‘prisoners,’’ the word ‘‘free,”’ so as to make the I 
commodations for the United States courts in the || Pennsylvania will be first in order. || clause read: ‘‘and for the safe-keeping of free . 7 
city of New York, for the last five or six years,) Mr. LOVEJOY. 1 move to amend the clause || prisoners.” [Great laughter: ] 
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The question being firston Mr. Grow’s amend- 


ment, 
mer’ JOHN COCHRANE called for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Scares, and 
grewart of Pennsylvania, were appointed. 
~ The committee divided; and the-tellers reported 
_ayes 65, noes 38. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, by unanimous con- 
sent, withdrew his‘amendment, 
~ Mr. Lovesoy’s amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. STANTON. I move to strike out from 
line seven hundred and seventy-six to line seven 
jundred and seventy-nine, as follows: 

For additional salaries of the treasurer of the Mint at | 
philadelphia of $1,000, and of the treasurer of the branch | 
mint at New Orleans of $500, $1,500.” 

[ make this motion for the purpose of inquiring | 

of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means whether there is any law authorizing an 
increase of salary of the officers of the Mint? Is 
there any law under which this appropriation is 
proposed to be made? — 
‘ Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Most assuredly 
there is. The law of 1846 provides that the treas- 
urers of the Mint at Philadelphia and at New Or- 
leans, shall perform the duties of assistant treas- | 
urer,and shall receive an additional compensation 
therefor. 

Mr. STANTON. Then I desire to inquire 
whether, since that time, under any law, they | 
have received this additional compensation ? 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The law of 1846 
provides that they shall perform those additional 
services, and shall receive an increased compen- 
sation therefor. The amount provided for as ad- 
ditional compensation has been, I believe, appro- 
priated every year since. 

Mr. STANTON. I withdraw my amendment. | 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to | 
strike out lines geven hundred and eighty-five 
and seven hundred and eighty-six, as follows: 

« “For salary of additional clerk in office of assistant 
treasurer at Boston, $1,200.” 

I make the motion for the purpose of inquirin 
of the chairman of the Committee of Ways an 
Means, if there is any law authorizing the em- 
ployment of this additional clerk ? 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. There is a law 
providing for it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It seems to 
me that this is the wrong time to establish new | 
offices. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. By the law of 
1854, the assistant treasurer at Boston was given 
an additional clerk, at a salary of $1,200 per 
annum. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I withdraw 
the amendment. 
Mr. CLARK, of New York. I move to strike 
out from line eight hundred to eight hundred and 
five inclusive, as follows: 
* For salaries of nine supervisors, and fifty inspectors, ap- | 
pointed under act 13th August, 1852, for the better protec- | 


ton of the lives of passengers by steamboats, with traveling 
and other expenses incurred by them, $80,000.”’ 


Will the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means inform me whether the act of 1852 
provides for the creation of these fifty-nine offi- 
cers, or whether there is a discretionary power 
with the heads of the Departments to enlarge the 
number? 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 
larged, as | am informed. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. 
amendment. 


Mr. KUNKEL, of Maryland. I move to strike 
out the following clause: 

“ For compensation, in part, for the messenger in charge | 
of the main furnace in the Capitol, $420. 

And to insert in lieu thereof the following: | 


For compensation of the messenger to the Commissioner” 
of Public Buildings, and for his services in attending to the | 
main furnace in the Capitol, which shall be in lieu of all | 
other compensation, $1,000. 

Mr. Chairman, itis proper that I should explain | 
my amendment to the committee. The Office of | 
messenger to attend to the furnaces in the main | 
building of the Capitol, was established by act of | 
Congress of the 21st of August, 1852. The pur- | 
pose was to keep constant fires in the Rotunda | 
that the pictures in the gallery there should not 
be damaged by dampness. He was allowed three | 


It cannot be en- 


I withdraw the 


dollars per day. Four hundred and and twenty 
dollars of that salary is paid by the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings, and the balance is paid out of | 
the contingent fund of the two Houses. By the 
law he receives $1,050 as compensation, but be- 
sides that he gets whatever extra compensation 
is allowed to its employés by either House of 
Congress, and his salary is thus run up to four- 
teen or fifteen hundred dollars’a year. My amend- 
ment is intended to carry out the spirit of the law; 
and I believe that a salary of $1,000 is enough. 
Theamendmentis acceptable to the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings, and is a suitable compensa- 
tion for the services rendered. 
The amendment was agree: to. 


Mr. SINGLETON. 
appropriation for the auxiliary guard. 
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Mr. HOUSTON. By what amount were the 
estimates reduced ? 

Mr. HOWARD. The estimates for the paper 
for the current fiscal year were reduced by over 
seventy-nine thousand dollars. 

Mr. HOUSTON. And how much does the 
amendment propose to replace ? 

Mr. HOWARD. Precisely that sum. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Itis very strange that the 
deficiency now asked for happens to be the pre- 
cise amount which the estimates were reduced. 

| It brings up just such a case as we had here a few 


weeks since, in regard to an appropriation for ser- 


I move to strike out the | 


Mr. Chairman, I propose this amendment to | 


say a word to the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 


Lovesoy,] who, in a speech just made, acknowl- | ( 
aa || understand this. 


edged that he has participated in the crime of 
stealing a negro from one of my late constitu- 
ents. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order? The gentleman must confine him- 
self to his amendment. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I regard him as a dis- 
graced man, one unfit to associate with honest 
men upon this floor; a disgrace to his constituents, 
to the country, and worthy of a place in the pen- 
itentiary. 

I Cries of order!’’] 

feel bound to say that much upon this point. 


So far as the holding of slaves is concerned, I | 


have no doubt, if the gentleman’s lineage was 
traced back, it would be found that his ancestors 
were of the very men who helped enslave those 
now held in bondage 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I call the gentle- 
man to order. 


him go on. 

Mr. SINGLETON. His ancestors were in- 
volved in the slave traffic, and when he undertakes 
to denounce slaveholders, he is heaping curses 
upon the heads of his own forefathers. In con- 
clusion I repeat, sir, his proper place is in the 
penitentiary. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is clearly 
out of order. He must confine himself to the 
pending amendment. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 
perfect order. 
ceed. 

Mr. 


I think the gentleman is in 


SINGLETON, 


I now withdraw my 





| 


I hope he will be allowed to pro- | 


amendment. I offered it only to afford me an op- | 


portunity of putting upon record my opinion of 
the member from Illinois. 


Mr. HOWARD. Under the instructions of the | 
Committee of Ways and Means, I move to add | 


to the bill the following: 


For deficiency in paper for the first session of the Thirty- | 


Fifth Congress, $38,579 13. 

For deficiency in paper for the second session of the 
Thirty- Fifth Congress, $78,849. 

For deficiency in printing for the second session of the 
Thirty-Fifth Congress, $62,250. 


Mr. Chairman, I move that amendment under 


the direction of the Committee of Ways and | 
Means; and I will briefly explain the necessity || 


for it. The estimate for printing for the present 
fiscal year, embraced exactly the amount that was 
appropriated. 


ment had a spasm of economy, and struck off 
$79,869; appropriating only $100,000. 


ated to pay the bills of this very session, and there 
was no way in which to get it but by moving the 
amendment to this bill, which I have done by di- 
rection of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. MAYNARD I rise to a question of or- 
der 





Mr. HOUSTON. Do I understand the gen- || 


tleman from Michigan to say that one of these is 
a deficiency for the current year? 


Mr. HOWARD. Two of them. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I confess I do not understand | 


how that can be. 
been less printing ordered during the present Con- 
gress than during any Congress for the*past ten 
years; and if the estimates were granted 

Mr. HOWARD. They were not; and that is 
the reason why there is a deficiency. 





The estimate for paper for this || 
year was $179,869, but the House at that mo- || 


It is in- || 
dispensable that this money should be appropri- | 


It seems to me that there has | 


7 . ‘ 1) , 
Several Mempers on the Republican side. Let | last fiscal years. 


|| not germane to the bill under consideration. 


vices in Oregon. The House saw fit at the last 
| session to reduce the estimate. And not only was 
| the estimate reduced, but the printing itself was 
greatly reduced in amount. And yet, in the face 
of these facts, here now we have an estimate for 
deficiencies to the precise amount by which the 
House reduced the estimate last year. Ido not 
It looks to me as if it was the 
| purpose, on the part of the officers, to compel 
| Congress to take their estimates in despite of our 
| own judgment. 
Mr. HOWARD. The estimates were made by 
the former Superintendentof Public Printing. The 
| House saw fit to reduce them; and now, | hold in 
my hand a communication from the present Su- 


|| perintendent of Public Printing—an officer in 


| whom Congress has great confidence, although 
| some officials complain of him for his strict econ- 
omy, and he saysthat this amount isabsolutely re- 
quired. He could not have been in collusion with 
those who made the estimates, for he was not in 
Office at the time. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I now make a question of 
order. This is a bill making an appropriation 
for the expenditures of the next fiscal year, and 
the amendment, as I understand, is for a de- 
| ficiency in the appropriation of the current and 
The amendment, therefore, is 





| TheCHAIRMAN. The point of order is made 
| too late. 
Mr. MAYNARD. @he committee has not 
acted on the amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN. The amendmenthas been 
| received and discussed on both sides. 
| Mr. MAYNARD. The Chair will recollect 
| that the point of order was made, or the Chair 
| was addressed for the purpose of having it made, 
| as soon as the amendment was offered; and as 
the mover had explained its character, I trust, 
| therefore, that the Chair will reconsider its de- 
cision, that the point of order was not made in 
season. 
The question was taken on Mr. Howarp’s 
/amendment; and it was agreed to. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I now move that 
the committee rise and report the bill. 
The motion was agreed to. * 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
/ resumed the chair, Mr. BarkspALe reported that 
| the Committée of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union had, according to order, had the Union 
|| generally under consideration, and particularly 
|| House bill No. 71, making appropriations for the 
| legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of 
the Government for the yearending June 30, 1860, 
and had directed him to report the same back to 
| the House with several amendments. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, demanded the pre- 
vious question. 
The previous question was seconded; and the 
|| main question ordered. 


| First amefdment recommended by the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union: 


Strike out the following clauses of the bill: 

| For Congressional Globe, and binding the same, 
1} $49,333 32. 

|| © For reporting proceedings, $18,046." 

1 


Mr. CURRY called for the yeas and nays. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
| the affirmative—yeas 79, nays 79; as follows: 


TEAS — Messrs. Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Bonham, 
Bryan, Burnett, Chapman, Horace F. Clark, Clay, Cobb, 
John Cochrane, Colfax, Corning, Cox, Burton Craige, Craw- 

| ford, Curry, Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Dowdell, Ed- 
| mundson, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Groesbeck, 
|| Harlan, Harris, Hateh, Hill. Hopkins, Houston, Jackson, 
|| Jewett, Owen Jones, Jacob M. Kunkel, McKibbin, McRae, 
Samuel 8. Marshall, Mason, Matteson, Maynard, Miles, 

| Miller, Millson, Moore, Morgan, Mott, Palmer, Parker, 
| Pettit, Peyton, Pike, Potter, Ruthin, Kussell, Sandidge, 
| Scales, Searing, S€ward, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, 
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Jonn Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Shorter, Singleton, 
Wi liam Smith, Stallworth, Stanton, Stephens, Stevenson, 
‘Talbot. George Taylor, Tompkins, Trippe, Underwood, 
Valiandigham, Vance, and Wortendyke —79. 

NAYS Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Bennett, Bingham, 
Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Branch, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlin 
game. Burns, Case, Caskie, Chaffee, Jolin B. Clark, Claw 
eon, Clark B. Cochrane, Covode, James Craig, Davis of 
Maryland. Davis of Mississippi, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dimmick, Dodd, Durtee, 
Farnaworth, Florence, Foster, Gilman, Gooch, Goodwin, 
Granger, Greenwood, Gregg, Grow, Lawrence W. Hail, 
Hickman. Hodges, Horton, Howard, Jenkins, George W 
Jones, Kein, Kelsey, Knapp, Landy, Leach, Leidy, Leiter, 
Lovejoy, Montgomery, Mornll, Edward Joy Morris, Free 


man TL. Morse, Murray, Niblack, Nichols, Olin, John 8. 
Phelps, William W. Phelps, Pouwle, Purviance, Robbins, 
Ihave Spner, James A. Stewart, Tappan, ‘Thayer, 
Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Ward, Cadwalader C. Wash 


nu, Eiihu B. Washburne, and Isracl Washburn—79. 

‘The SPEAKER voted in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was agrced to. 

During the vote, 

Mr. BARKSDALE stated that if he had been 
in the Hall when his name was called, he would 
have voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. WHITELEY stated that if he had been 
in the Hall when his name was called, he would 
have voted in the negative. 

Mr. COMINS made a similar statement. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. I move to recon- 
sider the vote just taken. 

Mr. BURNETT. I move to lay that motion 
on the table, 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. I demand the 
yeas and nays. I shall still vote in the affirma-tive. 
' The ye is and nays were ordered. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I move that the House do 


now adjourn. 

Mr. PRIPPE. Elow did the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Ciark] vote? 

The SPEAKER. He voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. TRIPPE. The gentleman did not vote 
with the majority. There was no majority. 

The SPEAKER. He voted with the prevail- 
ing side. ‘Thatis the phraseology; and thatis the 
interpretation of the rule. 

Mr. NICHOLS withdrew his motion to ad- 
j mith. 


‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negatftve—yeas 77, nays 85; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, 
Bonham, Boyee, Bryan, Burnett, Ezra Clark, Horace F. 
Clark, Clay, Cobb, Jolin Cochrane, Collax, Corning, Cox, 
Burton Craige, Crawlord, Curry, Davidson, Davis of In- 
diana, Dowdell, Edmundson, Faulkner, Foley, Garnett, 
Gartrell, Gilmer, Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, Harlan, 
fil. Hopkins, Housion, Jackson, Jewett, Owen Jones, 
Incob M. Kunkel, McRae, Mason, Matteson, Maynard, 
Miles, Millvon, Moore, Palmer, Parker, Pendleton, Pettit, 
Peyton, Pike, Powell, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, Searing, 
Seward, Henry M. Shaw, John Sherman, Shorter, Sickles, 
Singleton, William Smith, Stallworth, Stanton, Stephens, 
Stevenson, Talbot, George Taylor, Tompkins, Trippe, Un 
derwood, Vallandigham, Vanee, White, Wilson, and Wor 
teudvke—77. 

NAYS — Messrs. Abbott, Adrain, Bennett, Bingham, 
Blair, Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Branch, Brayton, Bullinton, 
Burtingame, Burns, Case, Caskie, Chaffee, Chapman, John 
BR. Clark, Clawson, Comins, Covode, Cragin, James Craig, 
Davis of Mississippi, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, 
Dean, Dewart. Dinimick, Dodd, Durtve, Fasusworth, Flor 
ence, Foster, Giddings. Gilman, Gooch, Goode, Goodwin, 
Greenwood, Gregg, Grow, Haskin, Hateh, Hiekman, Hor 
ton, Howard, Jenkins, George W. Jones, Keim, Kelsey, 
Kuapp, Landy, Leach, Leidy, Lovejoy, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, Montgomery, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, 
Freeman H. Morse, Murray, Nichols, Olin, John 8. Phelps, 
William W. Pheips, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Robbins, 
Koyee, Judson W. Sherman, Spinner, James A. Stewart, 
Tappan, Thaver, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Ward, Cad- 
walader ©. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash 
burn, and Whiteley—85. 





So the House refused to lay the motion to re- 
consider upon the table. 

During the call of the roll, , 

Mr. CASE stated that his colleague, Mr. Kan- 
core, had paired off with Mr. Savage. 

The question then recurred on the motion to 
reconsider. 

Mr. HOPKINS demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. [ appeal to the 
gentleman from Virginia to withdraw that de- 
mand. We have already had the yeas and nays 
twice upon this question. 

Mr. HOPKINS. I will withdraw the call. My 
only object was to see how often gentlemen here 
would change their votes. 

Mr. CLAY called for tellers on the motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CHAFFEE 
and Cray were appointed. 

‘The House divided; and the tellers reported— || 
ayes Si, noes 54. 1] 

So the motion to reconsider was agreed to. || 


| on the table. 


| mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 


| the Navy@ which was referred to the Committee , 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The question recurred on concurring in the 
recommendation of the Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union to strike out the clause 
of the bill. 


Mr. NICHOLS. I ask the consent of the 
House to propose the same amendment here 
which I proposed in committee. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. BURNETT galled for the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 76, nays 85; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, 
Bonham, Boyce, Bryan, Burnett, Ezra Clark, Horace F. 
Clark, Clay, Cobb, John Cochrane, Colfax, Corning, Cox, 
Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, Davis of Indi 
aua, Dowdell, Edinuudson, Faulkner, Foley, Garnett, Gar 
trell, Gilmer, Groesbeck, Harlan, Hull, Hopkins, Houston, 
Jackson, Jewett, Owen Jones, McRae, Samuel S. Mar- 
shall, Mason, Matteson, Maynard, Miles, Miller, Millson, 
Moore, Morgan, Palmer, Parkers Pendleton, Pettit, Peyton, 
Powell, Ruthin, Russell, Sandidge, Scales, Searing, Aaron 
Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Johon Sherman, Judson W. Sher- 
main, Singleton, Robert Smith, William Smith, Stanton, 
Stephens, Stevenson, Talbot, George Taylor, ‘Tompkins, 
Trippe, Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance, Waldron, Wil- 
son, and Wortendyke—76. 

NAYS — Messrs. Abbott, Adrain. Bennett, Bingham, 
Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Branch, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlin- 
game, Burns, Case, Caskie, Chatfee, John B. Clark, Claw- 
son, Clark B. Cochrane, Comins, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of 
Maryland, Davis of Mississippi, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Davis of Iowa, Dawes, Dean, Dewart, Dimmick, Dodd, 
Durfee, Farnsworth, Florence, Foster, Giddings, Gilman, 
Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Greenwood, Gregg. Grow, Law- 
renee W. Hall, Haskin, Hickman, Hodges, Horton, How- || 
ard, Jenkins, George W. Jones, Keim, Kelsey, Kuapp,- | 
Landy, Leach, Leidy, Lovejoy, Humphrey Marshall, Mont- \| 
gomery, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Freeman H. Morse, 
Murray, Nichols, Olin, Jolin 8. Phelps, WilliamW. Phelps, || 
Phillips, Potter, Pottle, Purvianee, Robbins, Royce, Spin- 
ner, James A. Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, Wade, Walbridge, 
Walton, Ward, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellitu B. Wash- 

| burne, Israel Washburn, and Whiteley—85. 


So the amendment was not concurred in. | 
| During the call of the roll, , 

Mr. POTTLE stated that his colleague, Mr. || 
Hoanrp, was detained at his room in consequence 
of sickness. 1] 

Mr. PURVIANCE moved that the House ad- || 
journ,. 

The motion was agreed to—ayes 80, noes 54; 
and thereupon (at four o’clock and five minutes, 
p.m.) the House adjourned. 


| 

| 

IN SENATE. ] 
Wenpnespay, February 9, 1859. | 
Prayer by Rev. C. H. Sronestreer. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. || 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. } 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate, information in relation to the ex- 
penses of the light-house establishment, the 
charges levied by other countries on American || 
vessels for light duties, and what charge per ton 
should be levied on vessels to support the light- 
house establishment; which was ordered to lie | 


He also laid before the Senate a report of the 
Secretary of War, communicating, in obedience 
to law, a return of the militia of the United States 
and of their arms, accouterments, and ammuni- 
tion, for the year 1858; which was ordered to lie | 
on the table. 

He also laid before the Senate a report of the 


| Secretary of War, communicating, in obedience 


to law, a statement of expenditures from the | 
appropriation for contingencies of that Depart- 
ment, its offices, and bureaus, during the fiscal 
year ending the 30th of June, 1858; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. DOUGLAS presented a memorial of Ben- | 


jamin Adams and others, soldiers of the war of 
1812, residing in Ohio, praying for the passage 
of a law making provision for the indigent sol- | 
diers of that war; which was referred to the Com- 


Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of sun- 
dry citizens of Anne Arundel county, Maryland, 
praying an increase of the pay of the officers of 


on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. HALE. I have been intrusted by the | 
president and secretary of the New Hampshire || 


| ber last, to represent to Congress that the 
| understood that chaplains of diffe 


_ cers to use the Episcopal form of service 
| the ships and in the Army, which they represe 


| gentleman who presents the petition, that the 


| the enj 
| the performance of the duties of their office; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 





February 9, 


Baptist State Convention, held at Exeter, in Octo 


y have 
rent relizio . 
. . 5 'OUS 
persuasions, in the Army and Navy, in the 


° . er. 
formance of their duties, are pressed by the 


offi- 


On board 


a nt 
as an encroachment upon the religious rights and 


liberties of other sects; and they pray Congress 
to enact such a law as may prevent such an abyse 
hereafter. The document which I present relates 
to the Army and Navy equally; but I ask that j; 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 
Mr. DAVIS. In regard to that petition beins 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, ] 
want to say merely to the committee and to tho 
e 
is no such regulation as is there described in the 
Army; and on some inquiry | think he will fing 


| that there is no such regulation as is there de. 


scribed in the Navy. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senator will bear with me 
a moment, the memorial does not say there js 
any such regulation, but that they are pressed by 
the officers to do it. 

Mr. DAVIS. There is no such practice in the 
Army. 


Mr. HALE. I am told there is in the Navy; 


| and therefore it is appropriate to refer it to the 


Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. DAVIS. Very well. 
It was so referred. 
Mr. CHANDLER presented a memorial of cit- 


| izens of Michigan, praying the enactment of a 
| law to secure to clergymen of all denominations 


their constitutional right in respect to the office of 
chaplain in the public service, and protection in 
ment of their religious liberty while in 


He also reported a memorial of ship-owners, 


' and others interested in the commerce and navi- 


gation of the lakes, praying theerection ofa light- 
house at the east end of Drummond Island, in ¢ 


| Lake Huron; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Commerce. 
Mr. WILSON presented a petition of citizens 
of Falmouth, Massachusetts, praying the estab- 


| lishment of a new station for the use of the light- 
| house establishment at Wood’s Hole; which was 


referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BRODERICK presented the petition of 
Henry Roy de la Reintrie, praying compensation 
for his services in exposing the fraudulent claims 
of José Y. Limantour to lands in San Francisco 
county,and adjacent islands of California; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of citizens of 


|New York, praying the passage of a law to pre- 
| vent further traffic in the public lands of the Uni- 


ted States, and that they be laid off in farms or 
lots for the free and exclusive use of actual set- 
tlers; which was ordered to lie on the table. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. FITCH gave notice of his intention to ask 


| leave to introduce a bill to provide for the cou 


struction of certain classes of public works. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HOUSTON, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 


| (S. No. 567) to repeal so much of the act of Feb- 


ruary 21, 1857, entitled ** An act to divide the 
State of Texas into two judicial districts,”’ as 
creates and establishes a district’ court of the 
United States for the eastern district of the State 
of Texas, and to incorporate the same with the 


| western district of said State; which was read 


twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 


|| on the Judiciary. 


Mr. TRUMBULL asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
§68) to enable the owners of property fronting on 
Government piers, at Chicago, to use the same 
for commercial purposes, and keep the same 1n 
repair; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


MAIL ROUTES IN MINNESOTA. 


Mr. SHIELDS submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency ol 
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ase 


: , {| “a a . . : . : . : :' : 
c<tablishing a mail route from Chatfield, in the county of || House at Trenton, in said State, reported it with | requesting the President to communicate, if in 


Fillmore, by the way of High Forest, Madison, Geneva, and 
Freeborn, to Winnebago City, in the county of Farribauit, | 
+» the State of Minnesota ; and be also directed to inquire | 
nto the expediency of establishing a mail route from the 
sity of Glencoe, in McLeod county, by the way of Cam- 
den, to Watertown, in the county of Carver, in the same 
state. 


DISTRICT BUSINESS. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I submit the following reso- | 
jytion; and ask for its present consideration: 

Resolved, That Saturday of the present week be set apart 
fr the consideration of the following business relating to 
tye District of Columbia: 
‘'g. No. 558. A bill to provide for the care and preservation 
of the works constructed by the United States for bringing 
the Potomac water into the cities of Washington and George- 
‘own, for the supply of said water for all governmental pur- 
noses, and for the uses and benefit of the inhabitants of the 
said cities; ; 

s. No. 319. A billto enlarge the public grounds surround- 
ing the Capitol; and — . 

s. J. R. No. 73. A joint resolution for procuring furniture || 
for the north wing ot the Capitol. | 

I will state for the information of the Senate 
that 1 have been struggling for the last eight or 
ten days to take up for consideration bills which | 
| think it is important should be acted upon. 
The bill S. No. 558 is a bill to provide for the 
care and preservation of the works constructed 
by the United States for bringing the Potomac | 
water into the cities of Washington and George- 
town. The other is a joint resolution for procur- || 
ing furniture for the north wing of the Capitol; | 
and the other isa bill to enlarge the grounds sur- 
rounding the Capitol. . 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It requires | 


unanimous consent to consider the resolution to | 


day. 

Mr. SLIDELL. _I object. | 

Mr. BRIGHT. Then I shall call it up to-mor- || 
row morning. 1 am unwilling to contend against | 
the chairman of the Committee on Finance every 
morning for priority of business, and I select | 
this as a better mode of considering the question 
whether the Senate will act on these bills or net. 


DRY-DOCK AT MARE ISLAND. 


Mr. SEWARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy transmit to the 
Senate a copy of the lease of the dry-dock at Mare Island, 
made on the 4th of August, A. D. 1852; also a statement 
showing the date of the reception of said dock by the Uni- 
ted States, and the time when the lease was terminated by 
notice from the Department, together with a copy of the 
same, and all papers relating to the surrender of said dock ; 
and also, that the Secretary of the Navy ascertain and re- 
port to the Senate whether the lessees are entitled to com- | 
pensation for their losses in the premises, and if so, what || 
amount, if any, in his opinion, under all circumstances of 
the case, the said lessees are justly and equitably entitled Lo. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 
863) for the relief of Lucy A. Wakefield, widow | 
of Benjamin Wakefield, reported it withoutamend- 
ment. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. | 
831) to authorize the holding of circuit and dis- 
trict courts of the United States at the city of | 
Peoria, Illinois, reported it without amendment, | 
and adversely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred a memorial of members of the bar 
of Knox county, a memorial of members of the 
bar of Marshall county, a memorial of members || 
of the bar of Woodford county, in Illinois, and 
amemorial of members of the bar at Peoria, IIli- 
hois, severally praying that certain counties in 
that State may be attached to the southern judicial 
district thereof, and that provision may be made ] 
for holding the terms of the circuit and district 
courts of the United States at Peoria, asked to 
be discharged from their further consideration; | 
which was agreed to. jt 

He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred a bill (S. No. 527) to detach certain 











counties from the northern judicial district in the || 
State of Illinois, and to annex them to the south- | 
ern judicial district of said State, asked to be dis- | 
charged from its further consideration; which was | 
agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 789) to compen- | 
Sate the State of New Jersey for the use of court- 
rooms for the United States court in the State- || 





an amendment. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 


‘| was referred the memorial of Pryor & Heiss, 
|| proprietors of the States, praying that steps be 
| taken to enforce the provisions of the act of 3d 


March, 1845, in relation to the publication of pro- 
posals for contracts, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration, andethat it be referred 


| to the Committee on Printing; which was agreed 
| to 


Mr. KING, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was recommitted the memorial of James 


| Monroe, praying to be allowed arrears of pension, 
| asked to be discharged from its further consider- 
} ation, and that the petitioner have leave to with- 
| draw his petition and papers; which was agreed 
| to. 


Mr. HAMMOND, from the Committee on Fi- 


| nance, to whom was referred the memorial of 
| Kunhardt & Co., and Gelpcke, Keutgen & Riech- 
| elt, agents of steamship lines between New York 


and certain ports in Europe, praying a modifica- 
tion of the laws relating to exportations for the 


| benefit of drawback, submitted an adverse report; 


which was agreed to, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 


| 562) for the relief of Anne E. Bronaugh, widow 


of the late John W. Bronaugh, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration, and that 
dt be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Naval Af- 


fairs, to whom were referred the amendments of || 
| the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 218) for the 
| benefit of the captors of the British brig Caledo- 


nia in the war of 1812, disagreed to by the House, 
reported that the Senate insist upon the amend- 


| ments to the said bill; which was agreed to. 


Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
No. 443) for the relief of William F. Wagner, 
reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 515) to amend the 
judiciary act in relation to service of process in 
certain cases, reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, to whom was referred 


the resolution of the Senate of January 21, in- 
| structing said committee to inquire into the 


** practicability and propriety of reconstructing 
and remodeling the interior of the northern por- 
tion of the Capitol extension,’’ &c., have directed 
me to report that legislation upon the same at this 
time is inexpedient, and ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 
Mr. HALE. 

that report now. 


Mr. BRIGHT. 


Let it lie over, then. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will go over | 


under the rule. 

Mr. FITCH. The Committee on Printing, to 
whom was referred the report of the Secretary of 
the Navy, communicating the report of the offi- 
cers appointed by him to make examinations into 
the iron, coal, and timber, of the Deep river coun- 


try, in North Carolina, having once reported ad- | 


versely to the printing of the same, because it ap- 
peared, from the letter of the Secretary of the Navy 
accompanying it, that no legislation is contem- 
plated, find nom, aanemennaren the papers, a let- 
ter from a member of the House Committee on 
Military Affairs, stating that the information is 
necessary for that committee, and therefore direct 
me to report in favor of printing the usual num- 
ber. 

The report was concurred in. 

Mr. FITCH, from the Committee on Printing, 
to whom was referred the motion to print the re- 
port of the Secretary of the Navy, communica- 
ting, in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate, copies of the correspondence and other papers 


|| relating to the naval depot at Blythe Island, Geor- 
gis. reported in favor of printing the letter of the 


ecretary of the Navy, of January 29, 1859, with- 
out the accompanying documents; which was 
agreed to. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a motion to print the message from 
the President of the United States, transmitting 


|| a report of the Secretary of State, in compliance 


with a resolution of the Senate of the 4th ultimo, 


I object to the consideration of | 


his opinion it be not incompatible with the pub- 
lic interests, any correspondence with the Gov- 
ernment of Peru, or its agents, on the subject of 
trade in guano; and all information which may 
tend to explain the manner in which said trade is 
regulated; and whether such regulations have not 
the effect unduly to enhance the price of guano to 
the consumer, or to deprive vessels navigating 
under the flag of the United States of the fair and 
equal competition with those of other nations, 
guarantied by the treaty with Peru, of the 19th 
of July, 1852; and, if so, whetherany, and what, 
regulation is expedient to counteract the effect of 
such regulations, reported in favor of printing 
the usual number; and the report was agreed to. 


RAILWAY ON PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 


Mr. BAYARD. I desire to move a reconsid- 
eration of the vote taken yesterday, by which 
the avenue railroad bill was rejected. iit is the 
pleasure of the Senate, they may take the vote 
now. Ido not desire to discuss it. I would 

| rather the bill should pass in some shape than 
not at all. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
| will be entered. 


LEASE OF A COURT-HOUSE. 
Mr. HAMMOND asked, and by unanimous 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso- 
lution (S. No. 77) authorizing the marshal of 
the district of South Carolina to rent a certain 
building; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. HAMMOND. That resolution has re- 
ceived the approbation of the chairman of the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and I presume there 
will be no objection to it. I ask that it be con- 
sidered and passed at this time. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 

| the joint resolution, which directs the Secretary 
of the [nterior to instruct the United States mar- 

| shal for the district of South Carolina to lease 
the building in which ‘he circuit court now hojds 

| its sessions for the ternfof five years. 

| The resolution was reported to the Senate with- 
out amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 

| third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Henry, his Secretary, announced 
that the President had this day approved and 
signed the following acts and resolutions: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of Olivier Landry, of Louisiana; 

| A bill for the relief of Henry Hubbard; 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. Ambroise Brou, of 
the parish of St. Charles, State of Louisiana; 

A bill to authorize the Attorney General to rep- 
resent the United States in the proceedings in 
equity now pending in the Supreme Court be- 
tween the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and 
the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plan- 
tations; 

A resolution for the payment of an unexpended 
balance to the State of Georgia on account of 
militia services; 

A bill for the relief of C. Edward Habicht, ad- 
ministrator of J. W. P. Lewis; 

A bill to provide for the payment of the claims 
of the State of Maine for expenses incurred by 
that State in organizing a regiment of volunteers 
for the Mexican war; and 

A resolution for changing the plan of the cus- 
tom-house at Galveston, in the State of Texas. 
| <And,on the 8th instant, an act granting the right 
| of way over, and depot grounds on, the military 

reserve at Fort Gratiot, in the State of Michigan, 
| for military purposes, 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
'by Mr. Auien, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed a bill (H. R. No. 868) grant- 
ing a pension to Robert Purchase, a soldier of the 
revolutionary war. 


CANADIAN RECIPROCITY. 


| Mr. KING. ILask the Senate to considera 
resolution which I submitted on the 27th of Jan- 
uary, and which was laid over, under the rule; to 
_which, I think, there will be no objection. It is 
\| a resolution relating to the reciprocity treaty. 


The motion 
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The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pto- | 


ceeded to consider the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed, 
when considering the revision of the tariff, or any revenue 
bill during the present session, to inquire whether the in- 
creased duties lately levied by the British Government for 
the Canadas upon all articles not enumerated in the sched- 
ule of free articles in the treaty between the United States 
and Great Britain, signed at Washington, on the Sth day of 
June, 1854, known as the reciprocity treaty with the Brit- 
ish Provinces, onerous upon all euch articles exported from 
the United States to Canada, and on many articles amount- 
‘ng (9 prohibition, are not inconsistent with the spirit and 
the principles upon which the said treaty was entered into 
by the high contracting Powers; whether any, and what, 
countervailing duties or regulations will be proper as a rem- 
edial measure ; and whether notice to terminate the treaty 


on the earliest day authorized by its stipulations ought not 


to be given. 


The resolution was adopted. 


LAND DISTRICT IN MINNESOTA. 


Mr. SHIELDS. I ask the consent of the Sen- 
ate to call up the bill S. No. 333. Itrelates to a 
local matter in Minnesota; and if it is not passed 
soon, it will not be acted on in the other House 
this session. It has the approval of the Depart- 
ment and of the committee, and will cause no 
discussion. 

‘The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill (S. No. 333) for establishing an ad- 
ditional land district in the State of Minnesota. 

It proposes to enact, that all that portion of the 
public lands in the State of Minnesota lying be- 
tween the northern boundary of the State of lowa 
and the line which divides townships one hundred 
and six and one hundred and seven, north of the 
fifth principal meridian, and west of the range line 
dividing ranges twenty-one and twenty-two, shall 
constitute a new land district, to be called the 
Blue Earth district; and it will authorize the Pres- 
ident of the United States to appoint, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, aregister and 
receiver of the public moneys for the new district, 
who shall respectively be required to reside at the 
site of their offices, and who shall have the same 
powers, perform the samé@ duties, and be entitled 
to the same compensation, as are, ormay be, pre- 
scribed by law in relation to other land officers of 
the United States. ‘The President is also to be 


authorized to cause the public lands in the dis- | 
trict, with the exception of such as have been, or | 


may be, reserved for other purposes, to be ex- 


posed to sale, in the same manner, and upon the || 


same terms and conditions, as the other public 
lands of the United States; and the President is 
to be authorized to designate the location of the 
offices forthe new district, and tochange the same 


whenever, in his opinion, the public good shall | 


seem to require it. 

The bili was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I ask the Senate to take up 


the bill from the House of Representatives, mak- 
ing appropriations for light-houses, buoys, &c., 
which was reported from the Committee on Com- 
merce at the last session. 

Mr, FITCH, I mast insist on making reports. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Reports are 
in order under the rule. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 1 wish to say that I do not 
ask for the consideration of the bill now, and do 
not want to interrupt other public business; but 
] shal! be very glad if the Senate will take it up, 
and indulge me by fixing some hour in the morn- 
ing when it can be disposed of; say to-morrow at 
haif past twelve cal. 

Mr. SLIDELL, | object to making any special 
order. 

Mr. FITCH. I wish to make some reports. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 1 do not understand thatitis 
in the power of the gentleman to object to my 
submitting a motion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will state to the Senator from Maine that petiuons 
and reports are first in order under the rules, and, 
if insisted on, the Chair must first receive them. 
‘Vhe Chair understood the Senator from Indiana 
to insist on his right to make » report under that 
rule 


Me. FITCH. The Senator from Louisiana 


made the objection. | was not disposed to object | 


to the mouon being made. 


Mr. BAYARD. 1 desire to give notice to the 
Senate that | shall call up the report of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, in relation to the memo- 
rial of the Legislature of Indiana, to-morrow, to 
be disposed of. I presume it is a privileged mat- 
ter. [ anetion this in order that there may be 


|] 
1] 
} 


no special order made that will call on my cour- | 
tesy to abandon it; for I shall certainly call it up | 


to-morrow. 

posed of, 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 

from Maine moves to take up the bill (H.R. Na, 


It is proper that it should be dis- 


550) making appropriations for light-houses, life- | 


boats, buoys, &c.,and providing for the erection 


and establishment of the same, and for other pur- | 


poses. ; 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Now I want to postpone it 


to some time which will be convenient to the Sen- | 


ate, and which will notinterfere with other public 
measures. The Senator from Delaware says that 
he will to-morrow call up the question relating to 


the Indiana Senators. That isa question of priv- | 


ilege,and it would override any special order. I, 
therefore, certainly do not wish to fix to-morrow 
for the consideration of this bill, because the Sen- 


ator’s motion would be in order in preference tq | 


mine. I will therefore suggest Monday next, at 
half past twelve o’clock. *& 

Mr. CLAY. I suggest to the Senator to say 
Saturday. 
it without difficulty in less than half an hour. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Has not Saturday been as- 
signed for District business? 

Mr. CLAY. No, sir. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
gested by the Senator from Alabama with great 
pleasure, but Iam afraid the District committee 


will crowd us out. | would rather have Monday. || 


[**Oh, no.’’) Well, | will say Saturday at half 
past twelve o’clock; and that will not interfere 
with District business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 


postponed to, and made the special order for, | 


Saturday next, at half past twelve o’clock. 
DAILY HOUR OF MEETING. 


Mr. FITCH. I wish to call up two resolu- 
tions offered by myself yesterday from the Print- 


| ing Committee, on the subject of the mechanical 


report of the Patent Office. 
Secretary to read them. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. 


I would thank the 


lask my friend from In- 


_ diana to allow them to lie over a moment, and 


let me call up a resolution which I offered yester- 
day, to fix the hour of meeting at eleven o’clock. 


3y adopting that resolution, we can get through | 


some more business in the few days left of the 
session. 


Mr. FITCH. 


I have no objection. Ido not 


know that there is any very great haste in this | 
matter of printing the mechameal portion of the | 
Patent Office report, but we must have action on | 
the subject soon, or we shall have no report; | | 


care not which 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 


from Louisiana moves to take up the folowing || ordinary revenue, it receives my a assent; 
l 


| but the converse of the proposition equa 
| my assent—that extraordinary expenses, or even 


resolution: 


Resolved, That hereafter the Senate meet daily at eleven 
e’clock, a. m. 

The motion to take up was agreed to, and the 
Senate proceeded to consider the resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The Chair 
would suggest to the Senator from Louisiana to 
insert the words ** during the residue of the pres- 
ent session.’’ 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have no objection to that; 
I accept the modification. . 

Mr. DAVIS. lt will be impossible for me to 
perform the duties devolved on me as one member 
of the body, out of the Senate Chamber, if we 
meet at eleven o’clock. In addition to the ordi- 
nary duties of committees, (and they were not 
light,) the Senate have very recently imposed on 
me an investigation in regard to a matter which 
occurred in California. It will be quite impossible 
to continue that investigation, or indeed to dis- 
charge the ordinary committee duties devolved on 
me, if we meet at eleven o’clock. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 do not desire to discuss 


This is a small bill, and we can pass¢ 


1 would agree to the day sug- || 
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ness of the session. Hardly anything has yet 
been done. There are, no doubt, some of us wh 
will be forced to be absent for a portion of the 
morning in our committee-rooms; but this js no 
unusual occurrence, even when the Senate Meets 
at twelve o’clock. Although I would be yer 
much gratified to have the Senator from Missis. 
sippi present always, I think each of us in turn 
will have to be absent during the course of the 
session to get through with committee business. 
but the Senate ought to be sitting now from eleven, 
o’clock in the morning, in order to have a pros- 
pect of avoiding an extra session. 

Mr. BAYARD: I move to amend the resoly. 
tion by striking out the word * hereafter,” ang 


| inserting ** on and after Monday next.” 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I will not resist that mod. 


| ification. 


Mr. HALE. I can only say, in addition to what 


has been said by the Senator from Mississippj, 


that it is utterly impossible, for gentlemen who 
are on committees that have anything to do, to 
devote any time in committee without neglecting 
their duties here in the Senate. The Committes 
on the Post Office and Post Roads have meetings 
now two or three times a week; but if this rego. 
lution be adopted we shall have no time at all, | 


_ think, if we can at all (1 should be very willing 


to take my part) adopt a sort of self-denying 


| 








—— we _ 


| 
| 


} 
| 





j 
i 


| ordinar 
| should be met by extraordinary means. 


ordinance, and restrain our disposition to talk jn 


| the Senate—I say we, for I am ready to take my 


part of it—we can get through a great deal better 
by coming here at twelve o’clock, and voting and 
doing business, rather than coming here at eleven 


| o’clock. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution, 
as modified, will be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That on and after Monday next, for the residue 
of the present session, the Senate meet daily at eleven 
o’clock, a. m. . 

The resolution was agreed to; there being, on 
a division—-ayes 43, noes 14. 


THE TARIFF. 


The hour having arrived for the consideration 
of the special order, the Senate resumed the con- 
sideration of the following resolution, submitted 


| by Mr. Bierer on the 3]1st of January: 


Resolved, As the opinion of the Senate, that the creation 
of a large public debt in time of peace is inconsistent with 
the true policy of the United States; and as the present 
revenues are insufficient to ineet the unavoidable expenses 
of the Government, Congress should proceed, without de- 


| lay, to so readjust the revenue laws as not only to meetthe 


deficit in the current expenses, but to pay off the present 


| debt so far as it may be liable to immediate cancellation. 


Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, the résolution 
just read at your table seemingly asserts a tiuism; 
though it is only seemingly, for there is not a 
single sound principle asserted in it in its broadest 
terms. The first branch of the resolution declares 
that ** the creation of a large public debt in time 


of peace is inconsistent with the true policy of 
| the United States.’’ Large and small are relative 
| terms. 


| simply to say that it is a wise policy to meet the 


If that portion of the resolution intends 
ordinary expenses of every Government by its 
y meets 


ordinary expenses, which cannot be raised by the 
revenue on account of transient causes, 


It will be conceded, | take it, even by the Sen- 


| ator from Pennsylvania himself, that it would be 


unwise to change a revenue system, especially 


when that system was based upon duties on im- 
| ports, and yet more especially when those duties 


on imports were levied upon the priaciple of ad 
valorems, because there was a casual or accidental 
deficiency in the revenue to meet the ordinary 
expenses, unless it could be shown that the causes 
which produced the reduction were of that per- 
manent and enduring nature that were likely to 
produce for a considerable time a deficiency be- 
tween the expenditures and the revenue. ith 
that qualification, | accept it; but the Senator’s 


| resolution asserts it without any qualification at 


all, and therefore asserts it erroneously. It is 
exceedingly wise to meet extraordinary circum- 
stances by extraordinary means; and it is | 


this matter, but merely to call the attention of the | unwise to raise the revenue, no matter how levied, 


| Senate to the fact that there remain to us but 
|, eighteen or twenty days now for the entire busi- 


to meet temporary deficiencies. This becomes 
very important under our system. Our taxes are 
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mainly raised by customs; they are raised upon 
the principle of ad valorems; they are affected by 
the quantity of consumption and the price of the 
article consumed; and therefore everything that 
affects consumption, or affects the price abroad, 
»oeossarily diminishes the revenue or increases it. 
Hence, | say, you might be compelled to vote a 
tariff as you do an annual appropriation bill, as- 
suming the principle laid down by the Senator 
from Pennsylvania to bea correct one; butI deny 
the truth of it. 

The second branch of the resolution, which is - 
the important one, asserts ‘‘that the present rev- 
enues are insufficient to meet the unavoidable 
expenses of the Government;”’ and that, there- 
fore, ** Congress should proceed, without delay, 
to so readjust the revenue laws, as not only to 
meet the deficit in the current expenses, but to 
pay off the present debt so faras it may be liable 
to immediate cancellation.’? The honorable Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania does not say that these 
expenses are necessary ; he does not say that the 
present basis of expenditure is proper; he does 
not say that it is wise; he does not say that the 
public interests require it, but that it is ** unavoid- 
able;’’ that it cannot be avoided. He says that 
an expenditure of seventy, seventy-five, or eighty | 
million dollars for the ordinary wants of this 
Government, is unavoidable. I take issue with 
him. I say such a rate of expenditure is neither 
necessary, nor proper, nor wise, and that it ought 
tu be avoided; and I think I shall snueceed in 
showing honorable gentlemen who may choose 
to follow, me in the dry details which I shall pre- 
sent, that it is not only unavoidable, but that it 
ought to be avoided; that it is the duty of every 
Senator here to lop off many of these expenses. 
I intend further, in this discussion, to show that 
the tariff of 1857 will bring usall! the revenue ne- 
cessary for the proper and economical adminis- | 
tration of this Government, and promises to do 
so for long years to come, 

I believe the Senator from Pennsylvania has 
not enlightened us on any portion of the public 
expenditures. He seems to assume their una- 
voidability. He tells us what the estimates are, 
and he seems to considerthat the estimates of the 
Departments based on law, and without law, are 
as fixed as the laws of the Medes and Persians, 
and that there is no power in the Legislature of this 


other mode control, the expenses of this Govern- 
ment. If that be a sound principle, the Senator | 
isright. If itbe an unsound principle, I will show 
him that there is no necessity, in the existing state | 
of things in this country, for combining our ex- 
penditures at the rma basis, and that the pres- 
ent tariff will produce ample revenue for properly 
carrying on this Government. 

How shall we proceed to ascertain this fact? I | 
propose to avail myself of the experience of the 
past, of the lights of the present, and of the 
shadows of the future. If we look to the expend- 
itures of this Government for the five years pre- 
ceding the 30th of June, 1857, we find that a rev- 
enue less than the estimates of the receipts for 
1859-60, was ample; and those fer the next fiscal 
year are the only estimates which need concern 
this Congress now; for no other deficiency can 
be supplied except by loan. We cannot supply 
a deficiency for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1859; nobody proposes that; and, besides, the 
Secretary of the Treasury reports to us that there 
will be, at the end of this fiscal year, an actual sur- 
plus of $7,000,000, provided we keep up the ex- 
isting debt, do not pay any of it, but Keep it afloat, 
either by the reissue of Treasury notes or by con- 
verting it into a permanent loan, or using the pub- 
lic credit in any other mode that Congress may 
deem proper. There is no deficiency for the pres- 
ent year, even with the present large and increas- 
ing expenditures in the public service. For the 
five years preceding the 30th of June, 1857, it ap- 
pears, by the tables which I have before me, that 
with a revenue less than the estimates of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury for receipts under the 
tariff of 1857, for the next fiscal ycar, namely, 


57 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1859. 


$56,000,000, we not only carried on the ordinary 
operations of this Government; we not only paid 
all our legitimate expenses; but we actually paid 
off $45,000,000 of the public debt contracted in the 
Mexican war, and turned over to the existing Ad- 
ministration a surplus ef $17,000,000. , 

Now, sir, what is there in the present condi- 
tion of the country that requires an increase? | 
have taken the five years preceding the 30th of 
June, 1857, as a fair test. We are sometimes 
told that the country is enlarged; but we have not 
acquired a single acre in that time. The last ac- 
quisition by treaty was, I believe, by the treaty 
of Hidalgo Guadalupe, on the 4th of July, 1848, 
nearly eleven years ago. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. We have since acquired 
Arizona. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I had forgotten the $10,000,000 


for the Gadsden purchase, which was paid out of ' 


the accruing revenues, in addition to this large 
payment of $45,000,000 for the public debt, dur- 
ing those five years. A revenue of from fifty- 
five to sixty million dollars, during that period, 
not only paid the ordinary expenditures of the 
Government, which, I shall show by the official 
reports of Mr. Guthrie, did not then exceed 
$48,000,000, but left a large balance to be appro- 
priated to extraordinary ex penditures—to the pay- 
ment of the debt of the Mexican war; to the Texas 


| settlement; to the payment for Arizona. Finding 


that the ordinary expenditures, even on an en- 
larged scale, were $48,000,000, the Government 
came to us in 1857, and through Mr. Guthrie, its 
principal officer, said, the revenue ought to be 
reduced; there is nothing in the next five years 
that promises that you will need more money 
then, than you have in the last five; experience 
has shown that $48,000,000 is ample for ordinary 
purposes; here are large surpluses, inducing ex- 
travagance; bring down the revenue. It was done 
by the tariff of 1857. 

This was not done in darkness; it was not done 
without consideration. This change in the rev- 
enue laws was effected by the deliberate coépera- 
tion of the Executive Government then in power, 
and by the deliberate sanction of the Senate and 


| House of Representatives, the House beinglargely 


in opposition, and the Senate being largely in the 
support of the Administration. ‘That measure, on 


| this floor, received the support of every Senator 
country to modify, limit, or restrain, or in any || 


but eight, and of two thirds of the House of Rep- 
resentatives; and, therefore, it was a measure not 
effected by party; it was a measure not influenced 
by any sectional feelings; because Massachusetts 
and South Carolina, generally considered the ex- 
ponents of the extreme ideas at the two ends of 
the Union, combined and voted for that bill in 
this body; and, I think, also in the other branch 


| of Congress. 


| charge by the 


We did not propose, in the tariff of 1857, to 
cripple any branch of the public service. I do not 
propose now to cripple any branch of the public 
service. Ido not propose to reduce public ex- 
penditure because this great country is unable to 
pay taxes. I am prepared to carry the public 
expenditures not only to fifty, but to eighty, to 
one hundred, orto one hundred and fifty million, 
or any other amount that may be necessary for 
legitimate objects under the Constitution, that are 
truly and justly for the real benefit of the coun- 
try. Our people are able to pay all the necessary 
and legitimate expenses of the Government; they 
are able to put upon the most efficient basis every 
branch of the public service committed to your 
onstitution of the United States; 


| therefore my economy does not lead me to lessen, 
| diminish, weaken, or cripple any arm of the pub- 
| lic service. That is not my economy; but because 
| we have a great and a rich and powerful people, 


I desire to keep them so. 


I desire that the Gov- 
ernment shall confine itself to its legitimate ob- 
jects, not only with a view of saving their peer, 
which isa real and important object, (for it ought 
to stay where it belongs,) but for the higher and 
better reason of not corrupting the very fountains 


of political power, and preparing for the future, 


‘by making the country great and powerful and 
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{ unavoidable? It was avoided by the 


| Government. 


| desirous not to escape it. 
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happy—preparing for any emergency that may 
arise In peace or In war, 

When we reduced the taxes in 1857, it was upon 
the avowed principle in both Houses—the declar- 
ation made by my honorable friend from Virginia, 
{[Mr. Henrer,] and by myself, from these seats, 
was—that we did not expect to get more than 
$50,000,000 under that tariff, until, in the course 
of years, by the increase of production and the in- 
crease of exportation, there should be a corres- 
ponding increase of importations. It was not then 
expected to vield more than $50,000,000 from cus- 
toms. ‘The House passed it with that understand- 
ing. ‘The Senate passed it with that understand- 
ing. The country accepted it with that under- 
standing. Itreceived an almost unanimous support 
on the understanding that $50,000,000 from cus- 
toms was enough, and Mr. Guthrie recommended 
it to us on that basis. I read from the finance re- 
port of Mr. Guthrie for 1855-56, page 12. After 
proposing various reductions, Mr. Guthrie says: 

“This, upon the imports of last year, would reduce the 
revenue to about fifty million dollars from customs, which, 
with the receipts from the publie lands, is deemed all-suf 
ficient for the necessary requirements of the Government ; 
the average expenditures for the last five years, excluding 
the public debt and the $10,000,000 paid under the treaty 
with Mexico, having but little exceeded forty-eight million 
dollars. If, in future years, there should be increased de- 
mands on the Government, the revenue from customs may 
be expected to increase, so as to meet them without the 
imposition of additional duties; but, if not, the propriety of 
taxation will then be tor the consideration of the constituted 
authorities,’ 

Our attention was called to it by the Executive 
Government, They said: ** here is a plethora; we 
have paid ordinary and extraordinary expenses; 
and there is still a surplus: reduce taxes.’”” We 
did it. All these results were achieved under a 
revenue less than the existing tariff is estimated 
to produce by the present Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. How, then, can my honorable friend from 
Pennsylvania say that the present cae is 

' ast Admin- 
istration. ‘Then it was $48,000,000; and it was 
far from being on an economical basis, There was 
then room for retrenchment to the extent of more 


| than ten million dollars; and even upon the lib- 
eral, not to say extravagant, basis of the last Ad- 


ministration, $48,000,000 is ample to carry on the 
What new clement of expense is 
thrown in? What new necessity? Our powers 
are the same; our duties are the same. We have 
had no war. As for the ordinary Indian wars that 
we are having, we have had them every year for 
the last thirty years. We have had no naval war. 


| We have had nothing that called necessarily for 


increased expenditures in the last two years. I 


| know that increased expenses have been incurred ; 
but no man can show that they have been neces- 
| sarily incurred. The Senator from Pennsylvania, 


in his speech of an hourand a half, failed to show 
a public necessity for an increase of one dime be- 
yond the average expenses of the five years pre- 
ceding June 30,1857. He very conveniently as- 
sumed an unavoidability. He very conveniently 
assumed that we could not escape it. He seemed 
He represented to us 
that his constituents were oppressed; that Penn- 


sylvania was demanding—what? What was she 


demanding? Increased taxation. He, the repre- 
sentative of one of the creat States of this Union, 
told us that her labor, her industry, was pros- 


| trate; and the only means which he proposed for 


her alleviation was to impose additional burdens 


on the backs of her people and the remainder of 


the people of the United States. 
Mr. President, that was not the old idea of tax- 
ation. Long before the decree went out from 


Cesar that all the world should be taxed, the peo- 


ple who paid taxes had hated taxation. Our rev- 
olutionary fathers fought against taxation. 
| the representative of Pennsylvania demands in 
her behalf an increase of public taxes: no, f will 


not say Pennsy!yania, for Ido not aggregate men ; 


and [ would by no means hold that old Common- 
wealth liable for all the errors of those whom she 


| may send here, no matter whether they are on 


one side of the Flonse or the other. 


But 
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I say, sir, that in 1857 the tariff was redueed 
by the deliberate recommendation of the Execu- 
tive Government, by the deliberate vote of the 
Representatives of the people; and the reduced 
rates have done what we expected. The first year 
of the present tariff it yielded between thirty-eight 
and forty-three million dollars. The causes for 
that were very apparent. Your importations sud- 
denly fell off $90,000,000. A great monetary con- 
vulsion occurred. J shall not inquire into its 
causes, but it was a fact; and its eflect was, that, 
while your exportauions last year were probably 
very nearly equal to the exportations of the pre- 
vious year, your importations fell offabout ninety 
million dollars, and, therefore, your revenue fell 
off; but for the present year the Secretary esu- 
mates the customs receipts at $50,000,000. That 
is what we expected. Now, when the crisis is 
passing away, when we can just see the storm, 
when we can just hear its roaring, when tts evi- 
dences are all around us, the present tariff is bring- 
ing us in what weanticipated. According to the 
estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury, (which 
are thus far sustained by the facts, and we have 
gone through some seven months of the fiscal 
year, ) this tariff will yield every dollar that we pro- 
posed to raise by it upon the imports; and for the 
only fiscal year for which we have now to pro- 
vide, the Executive Government tells us we may 
calculate upon $56,000,000 from the present tariff. 
That is $6,000,000 more than we counted for. 
Why, then, shall Congress retrace its steps? For 
what purpose shall we abandon this policy, thus 
deliberately adopted, thus unanimously confirmed 
by the judgment of the whole country, by all 
opinons, and all parties, and all sections? Accord- 
ing to the idea of the Senator from Pennsylvania, 
it is because our present expenses are unavoida- 
able. He assumes that the expenses, as proposed 
by the Executive Government, are Seite. 
Now, let us see whether, in truth, there is adefi- 
ciency at all in the fiscal year 1859-60. In the | 
present fiscal year the Secretary of the Treasury 
estimates for a surplus of $7,000,000, assuming 
that he still uses the $19,000,000 of Treasury notes, 
or uses the same amount of public credit in any 
other form, without creating a new debt; without 
creating new obligations. ‘Then he goes into the 
year 1959-60 with $7,000,000. The Secretary 
comes out of iton the 30th June, 1860, with ade- 
ficiency of little more than four million dollars, 
according to the estimates. On page 5 of the Treas- 
ury report he makes the deficiency $4,057,848 89; 
but he adds: 

“To this estimated deficiency on the 30th June, 1860, 
should be added the sum of $3,838,728, which will be re- 
quired for the service of the Post Office Department during 
the present fiscal year. This latteramount is not taken into 
the foregoing estimates, but is asked for by that Department, 
as will appear trom the letter of the Posumaster General, ac- 
compan ying the annual estimates.”’ 

Of this very expenditure that we are called 
upon to Sie for 1860, the Postmaster General 
has already got between six and seven million 
of the deficiency. He calls upon us for that in 
the regular estimates, and then we are called upon 
to provide for nearly four other million, giving 
him about nine million of the public Treasury. 
I do not intend to give it to him. I do not con- 
sider that unavoidable. I shall never vote for it 
under any necessity that may possibly arise. No 
power on earth could make me sustain what I 
consider so monstrous an outrage as the present 
administration of eur Post Office Department, I 
wash my hands of the whole of it; and before I 
get through, it is my purpose to show that the 
expenses of that Department have increased and 
are increasing, and that duty and honesty and 
the public service demand that they should be 
diminished. I shall have something to say on 
the Post Office Department when I get to another 
branch of the remarks of the honorable Senetor 
from Pennsylvania, who gave us some post office 


statistics; they look very much like the statistics | 


| 


of the Post Office Department. The facts are 
before me in an official form, and I will show 
what is the value of figures when they are put | 
together to force a result, instead of tending to 
truth. 

Four million is considered the deficiency for | 
the next year; but, in order to’attain that defi- | 
ciency, the Secretary of the Treasury estimates, | 
in the first place, thatall the moneys appropriated 4; 


30th June, 1860, will have been expended. He H 


have sought to discover it, and my purpose is to | 


| he will find the figures I refer to. it 
| from a document printed last year, containing a 
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estimates for the payment of every outstanding | 


appropriation. If there is a continued one from | 
1789 to now, he estimates that every dollar of it 
will be spent within the fiscal year. That is im- | 
possible; and I will show the Senate where the 


great error of the Secretary is in that respect. || 


We have had a balance of unexpended appropri- 
ations every year, varying from nearly two mil- 
lion dollars, in 1791, to twelve million according 
to the estimates for 1859-60. At the end of 1791, 
there was an unexpended balance of $1,784,000; 
which I believe is the smallest amount in any 
year in along table before me; and in 1856-57 
the balance of appropriations unexpended at the | 


end of the fiscal year amounted to $26,000,000. | 


It averaged over twenty million for the five years 


lion for ten years preceding. 


posits: one takes outand another putsin. Your 


fortifications cannot all be done within a year; | 
and you have some continuing appropriations } 


that run from year to year; and so of agreat many 
branches of the public service. These balances 
arise in a hundred different ways. You appro- 


priate to the lieutenant general, say, $17,000. If | 
he dies the day after the appropriation, and there || 


is nobody to fill his place, the appropriation is 
unexpended. That is one way in which these 
balances are created. I recollect that in 1837—I | 
believe the fund is in the Department now—you 
appropriated money to pay for horses lost in the | 
Florida war. 


time to now. You appropriate for surveying 
{Mr. Surecps]} would well understand, 


the amount required; and I believe it does some- | 


_will be due, But there is one large item of public 


_in order to force this very deficiency, 
| but $3,000,000. Why ? We have paid during the 


_ their own rights in Minnesota, in Wiscons; 


As fast as people came forward || 
and proved the loss of their horses they got the || 
money; and the appropriation stands from that || give t 
| surveyed, there are farms, there are houses, 
public lands, which my friend from Minnesota || there are improvements on them. 
Various || 
causes interfere; the appropriation is more than || 
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yonsed balances in the Treasury on the 30th 


une, 1860; but it is true that some of the deh, 


be 


expenditure, in regard to which I think | have 
a cause of complaint—not against the Treasury. 
but against whoever controls your public lands 
For the last twelve months that branch ofrevenne. 

’ 


has yielded 


past year more than three million dollars to sy,. 
vey the public lands, that settlers might identify 
ny in 
rnia, 
lions 
lt we 


lowa, in Kansas, in Nebraska, in Califo 
We have scattered, with a lavish hand, mi| 
upon millions, forcing the surveys, and ye 


| have brought scarcely an acre into market fo; 
preceding, and averaged more than thirteen mil- |, 
It is like bank de- | 


sale. Between sixty and eighty million acres of 
land have been surveyed and are now settled 
upon, and the money is due“the Treasury; by, 
the land has not been offered for sale at all. Why 
is it not done? Senators know very well. 0; 


course, when they are offered at public sale, the 
| preémptioner must pay for his preémption. 
| wants time. The people want time, I Suppose, 


He 


until they can get the land as a gift. That is the 
true secret of it. This is an ordinary source of 


| revenue, and it was the duty of the Government, 
_when it called upon us to appropriate money to 


survey new public lands, to bring those public 


‘|| lands into market as soon as it could be conyoe- 


niently done; but there is an effort to absorb the 
public lands, to withdraw them from the leziti- 
mate Pewee until a Congress can be found to 

vem away altogether. There are the lands 


I chink in 
Minnesota some lands have been settled for ten 
years, that have not yet been brought into mar- 
ket. My friend from Minnesota can correct me 


times happen that you have done the work for a || if I am wrong. 


little less money than was appropriated. Fre- 


quently the appropriations are indefinite; you |! 


cannot tell exactly the amount needed. Then an | 
honest Administration will oftentimes find that | 
it cannot consume even all the money it expected | 
to do in one year, and must postpone many things | 
until the next year. There are a thousand causes 


which tend to produce unexpended balances. But || 


now, in order to show a deficiency of $4,000,000, 
we are to assume, contrary to the experience of | 
every fiscal year from 1791 to 1857, that when | 
we close up our account on the 30th June, 1860, | 
there will not be one dollar of unexpended appro- | 
yriations in the Treasury of the United States. 


have pointed you to the facts; I hold the table || 
in my hand, in ap official document, showing the | 


balances each year. 
assigned why that should be the case now, when 
it never has been in any year from 1791 until to- 


day. I presume the balance on hand is less when | 


the Government is hard up; it is less when they | 


are nfost economical, and most when they are || 


most extravagant. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Do I understand the Sena- | 
tor to be commenting on the remarks of the Sen- | 
ator from Pennsylvania, or on the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury? 

Mr. TOOMBS. The Secretary assumed that | 
there would bea deficiency in June, 1860, and I am | 
showing that there will not be. I am commentin 
for or against no man. I am for the truth. 


proclaim it. Therefore, if the Senator asks me 
whether I make an assault on anybody, I tell him | 
itis not so; for I have very high respect for the | 


gentleman who now sits at the head of the Treas- |, 


ury of the United States, for his ability and in- | 
tegrity. 


‘Mr. SIMMONS, I had not an opportunity of || 


reading the speech of the Senator from Pennsyl- 

vania, but I wanted to know where I could find 

the figures, | 
Mr. TOOMBS. I can show the Senator where | 


I read them 


We hear no special reasons || 





statement of the receipts and expenditures of the 


United States from March 4, 1789, to June 30, || 
| 1857, ordered to be printed on the Sth of Febru- || 


ary, 1858. The tables are from the office of the | 
present Secretary of the Treasury, and I have no 
doubt are accurate. 


| 
I say, then, in order toget even $4,000,000 de- || 
from the beginning of the Government down to || ficiency, the Secretary is compelled to assume, as || 





Mr. SHIELDS. I peoene the honorable Sen- 
ator, in saying there had been no sales made in 
the new States, means public sales, general sales, 

Mr. TOOMBS. Certainly. 

Mr. SHIELDS, That is true. The people of 
those States are opposed to those public and gen- 
eral sales, because they put the lands into the 
hands of speculators and non-residents; but there 
have been sales going on yearly there, what we 
call private sales, preémption sales, and those sales 
have not brought much money into the Treasury, 
and never will. The reason is, that the land war- 
rants which have been issued by Congress sup- 
ply the place of the money, come in as substitutes 
for it, and even public sales will bring no money 
into the ‘Treasury as long as the land warrants 
exist. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That is avery great mistake, 
and | need. simply refer, to the facts to show it. 
Before the last two years we got from five to ten 
million dollars from the public lands, and had ten 
times as many land warrants as now. Tlie facts 
are against the Senator. Here stand the docu- 
ments. The documents are against him. We 
commenced this infamous system, in my judg- 
ment, of throwing away the public lands in 1849; 
warrants were issued to the amount of seventy- 
eight million acres, and all of them have been 
absorbed but ten million; and yet, during that 
time the revenue from lands went as high as ten 
or twelve million, some years. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Will the honorable Senator 

rmit me to say a word? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Certainly. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I do not wish to interrupt his 
remarks, but I merely want to defend the Depart- 
ment. I know the honorable Senator does not 
mean to make an attack on the Department, and 
I am delighted to see that he is exposing these 
things independent of individual men. I am glad 
to find one Senator bold enough to rise here and 
put aside favoritism. But, sir, on this single 
point I now venture this prediction, that if the 
Secretary of the Interior and the President bring 
all the public lands of the United States into inar- 
ket and sell them to speculators, they would not 
bring $200,000 into the Treasury for two years. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I think the honorable Senator 
is very greatly mistaken. That is not the idea 
of the Government, because in the estimates of 
1860, with all the land warrants out, a estimate 
$5,000,000 as the land receipts. We have seen 
the operation of these land warrants for ten years. 


Ihave before stated, that there will be no unex- || The reason why the lands have been kept back 
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this: when public lands are offered for sale, the 
_w@mptioner must pay; until you offer them for 
‘le, he may live there for twenty-five years, 
and never have to pay. That is what the post- 
nonement means, and nothing else. You might 
‘ottle every quarter section in lowa or Minnesota 
or Wisconsin, and until the Government offered 
for sale, and thereby compelled the preémp- 
soner to pay up, it would never bring a dollar 
othe Treasury, unless the settlement was on 
ands open to private entry, at $1 25anacre. All 
‘he money, or nearly all, we got from the pu lic 
iands last year was from those lands which were 
subject to entry at $1 25; but as I said before, we 
have sixty or eighty million of the best lands, that 
ave been surveyed and not brought into market. 
jris true, the more settlers, the less they bring, 
pecause they take the advantageous positions. 
They will take the town sites; they will take mill 
sites; they will take river fronts; but at public 
cale there will be competition. I have attended 
land sales in the South, and seen them bring from 

I saw them, 


seventy to eighty dollars an acre. 
in 1836, in Mississippi, bring from twenty to 
thirty dollars an acre. There was competition 
immediately on the extinguishment of the Indiar 
title, and all the lands were taken up. The de- 
sirable lands were not taken up there by preeinp- 
tioners, at $1 25. As for speculators, that does 
not affect it in the slightest degree. Who are 
speculators? In some of the new States I have 
had interests; I have been in them; I have bought 
in them, and sold in them. | have been what you 
might call a speculator, in Texas mostly; not 
very much in other States. But I have in some 
of the other States; I have bought land in Ark- 
ansas an@ Mississippi. 

Mr. SHIELDS. And lost by it? 

Mr. TOOMBS. No; notacent. The objection 
in the new States is not to speculation, but they 
want to change the speculators. The man who 
settles and puts his cabin on a quarter section, 
and pays his $1 25 an acre, will sell it to you for 
ten dollars. 1 have seen it done, and paid it. | 
understand all about that, and so does ee 
else; | understand the whole operation. I think 
the most desirable thing is to sell as much land 
as you can to actual settlers; but it is the duty of 
the Government, when they have charged the 
public Treasury with the expense of surveying 
sixty or eighty million acres of land, and we need 
the money, to sell the land and get revenue from 
that source. Itis not done. We ought to sell at 
least the public lands which we have ready for 
sale, before going to the pockets of the people for 
additional taxes. The public lands were given 
to you by the States for the purpose of being sold 
in order to lessen taxation; and as long as they 
belong to this Government, the legitimate purpose, 
the sworn duty, the absolute condition of the 
grant, is, that they shall go into the public Treas- 
ury to the relief of all the States, the grantors in- 
cluded. ‘That is the very language of many of 
the grants of the different States, my own among 
the rest. 

I know the Senator from Pennsylvania, some 
how or other, threw out the idea that there was 
some sort of advantage that somebody got—prob- 
ably the South—from the public lands, and that 
Pennsylvania, some way or other, was deprived 
ofher part. ‘There is nothing in that idea at all. 
So far as Georgia is concerned, we ceded Ala- 
bama and Mississippi, and they have brought 
$160,000,000 into the ‘Treasury. I do not con- 
sider that she did anything wrong in making the 
grant, or that Virginia did in making her grant; 
for, notwithstanding those who held the land op- 
posed it, I always thought the principle Maryland 
maintained was right, that the wild and vacant 
and unappropriated land, which was won by the 
sword of the common country from its common 
sovereign, ought to inure to its general benefit; 
and, therefore, [ always approved the Georgia 
grant, and approved the grant of Virginia. It 
ought to have been a common fund, for the pur- 
pose of meeting the common burdens ofa common 
struggle; and, therefore, the special appropriation 
of it to particular States, in my judgment, was not 
best, and hence I heartily approved of the ces- 
sion; but how Pennsylvania has ever been injured 
by it, | cannot imagine. 

Mr. BIGLER. Will the Senator from Georgia 
allow me a moment? 


Mr. TOOMBS. Certainly. 
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| Mr. BIGLER. I certainly did not state that 


Pennsylvania was injured directly. The idea 
which I presented was this: that this property 
was the common property of all the States at the 
time it was given to the States which I named for 
railroad purposes; that it was a valuable donation 
from the common Treasury. If the lands had 
been converted into money, that money would 


| have gone into the Treasury, and answered to 
| pay the common expenses of the whole Govern- 


ment. 
Mr. TOOMBS. 


I did not know that the Sen- 


ator had put it upon athrice, yea, a ten-times-re- 


futed idea. The grants that have been given for 
railroads in the United States, and which have 
been so much complained of, did not cost Penn- 
sylvania, or Georgia, or any other State, a single 
dime. You granted alternate sections of the pub- 
lic lands along the line of those railroads within 


/agiven distance, and raised the price of the re- 


| double the price at which they were held. 


' ing with the public property. 


served sections to double the ordinary minimum; 
and the actual result has been that they have 
brought it. I say, then, this policy has not cost 
Pennsylvania, or anybody else, a single dime; 
and I think it was acting the part of the dog in 
the manger to oppose it. For myself, 1 have 
looked upon the public lands as a portion of the 
public property, not at all distinguishable from 
the public money in our use of it for internal im- 
provements; but, when the General Government 
had large wastes of lands which she could not 
sell, which nobody would settle upon, on account 
of the want of timber, and of water, and of the 
means of transportation, it was wise policy to 
grant a portion of the lands to build an improve- 
ment which would make the remainder worth 
It is 
what I would do with my own property; and, to 
the extent of my power, that is my rule of deal- 
To the extent of 
my power, I deal with the public property with, 
at least, all the stringency that [ would with my 


| own, to secure the best advantage for the public 


good. My general rule with my own property 
is, to use it legitimately and honestly for my own 
advantage; and I would act for the Government 
on the same principle. I say Pennsylvania did 
not lose a dime by these grants of land; but their 
result must have been to multiply the demand for 
coal and iron. A great many of these roads have 
been built, and thereby have caused a greatly in- 


_ creased demand for that sterling and staple article, 


which is now attracting so much general atten- 
tion, especially in the good old State of Pennsyl- 


| vania,. 


I say, sir, that if the public lands which have 


_ been recently surve yed—between sixty and eighty 


million acres—were thrown into the market, as 
they ought to have been before, there would not 
now be a dollar of deficiency. Put your Post 
Office Department, on its old basis; make it self- 
sustaining as was provided by our fathers, and as 
it was falsely and fraudulently said would be the 


| effect of the last reduction of postage; and there 


| would now be no deficiency. 


You have to make 


| a deficiency in the Treasury by bad policy, by 


squandering the public means, in order to create 
an excuse for taxation. 


the legislative and executive branches of the 
Government to work out, at the end of 1860, even 
with disastrous times, a deficiency of $4,000,000, 
in order to present it to the American people, and 


| say the necessity for increased taxation is inexo- 


rable, unavoidable; bend your backs to new bur- 
dens. Sir, ]’ll none of it, not an ounce. 

I have shown you, sir, that there is properly 
no deficiency, even upon the present basis. I have 


| shown you that, if there is an actual deficiency, 


you may meet it by asingle item alone, the public 
lands; or you may meet it by another single item, 


| by making the Post Office stand where it ought 


| to do. 


Attend to either one of these properly, 
and your present means will suffice for your ex- 


| penditures even on the present extravagant basis 
> ’ 


| and provide a fund for the redemption of the debt 


which you have incurred under extraordinary 


| circumstances. 


But, sir, suppose I am wrong in this branch of 
the argument; suppose you are not satisfied that 


there 1s no necessary deficiency in the present | 
condition of the country; then, if the expenditures | 


_exceed the revenue, I propose to bring the ex- 


j 


penditures within the revenue. 


That is the truth about | 
it. It takes the most profligate expenditures of | 


| gress. 


My honorable | 
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friend from Pennsylvania takes exactly the oppo- 
site ground. He says the Government is in dis- 
tress; the revenues are short; the people are out 
of employment and distressed; and therefore he 
will relieve the Government by putting new bur- 
dens on the backs of his constiwents! | propose 
to point oat where the expenditures of the Gov- 
ernment can be reduced, and brought far within 
any estimate of receipts which may be made on 
the existing sources of revenue. But he says, 
‘*no; all our present expenditures aré unavoida- 
ble; give us taxes; taxes are the only relief that 
old Pennsylvania wants in her present distressed 
condition.’’ She is not a beggar, says the hon- 
orable Senator. I hope not, sir. If she is, she 
is the most unwise beggar I ever knew, for she 
is begging for burdens, begging for taxes, beg- 
ging for weights to be put upon her. Sir, Ido 
not believe it is her voice. If it is, L.will protect 
her in spite of herself, as far as the vote of one 
man goes. 

Now, sir, are the $73,000,000 of estimates for 
the next fiscal year, to which the Senator from 
Pennsylvania called our attention, necessary? 
Will any man say that they are all necessary ex- 
penses; that they are all proper expenses; that the 
money is all to be expended to promote the inter- 
est of a great and free people? Nobody has said 
so; but the advocates of taxation tell us we must 
increase the revenue. Some say retrenchment is 
with Congress; others say Congress can do noth- 
ing without the Executive. The truth is, the 
fault is with both; it is with the executive and 
with the legislative departments. They have both 
departed far from the true track. ‘They have both 
encouraged extraordinary, unnecessary, profli- 
gate, and many of them corrupt, expenditures, 

We are sometimes told that the Executive does 
nothing but expend what Congress appropriates. 
I might reply that Congress does nothing but ap- 
propriate what the Executive asks. A very large 
proportion of the expenditures of the Depart- 
ments are not, and never can be, regulated by law; 
and it is precisely under this class of expendi- 
tures that all your excess hasgrown up. There 
is ne excess in the pay of th®Army, noexcess in 
the pay of the Navy. That is regulated by law; 
but show me asingle item where there is a par- 
ticle of discretion in any head of a Department, 
or any subaltern, and I will show you an en- 
largement of expenditures within the last ten 
years. Go to the quartermaster’s department of 
the Army, and you will find that its expenditures, 
which, eight or ten years ago, were two or three 
million dollars, in time of peace, are now seven 
or eight million. The officers will tell you nota 
cent can be taken off. Go to the navy-yards; 
take the expenditures there merely for building 
houses and sea-walls, and the officers tell you not 
a dime can be spared. Congress cannot tell 
whether they are necessary or not; but just pick 
up the items where you must really have infor- 
mation on the Departments, and there you will 
find where the Government has increased its ex- 
penditures frem $48,000,000 to $80,000,000, and 
there is the place to strike. If you want to find 
out where to do it, these are two of the points, It 
is true, the highest duty is that of the Executive 
Departments in carrying on the ordinary opera- 
tions of the Government. We ought to maintain 
anavy; we ought to maintain an army; as long 
as the law remains as it is, we must maintain a 
Post Office Department; we musttake some charge 
of the Indians; but it is the duty of the executive 
officers, even if you have been unwittingly in- 
duced to passa bad law, alaw that works badly, 
that does not secure responsibility, if it wastes the 
public Treasury, it is the duty annually of every 
executive officer to present such a case to Con- 
They neglect their duty if there is a bad 
dollar,a dirty shilling,expended by operation of 


| law, that could be honestly avoided. 


Then when you come to the legislative depart- 
ment, the responsibility is not on me, sir, not on 
you; but upon the man that fails or refuses to 
correct these exiravagances. One of our great 
difficulties is, that we aet in a body, and there is 
no individual responsibility. For the last eight 
or ten years, the country has had the Presidents 
made for it, a3 my friend from Tennessee {Mr. 
Jounson} said, by irresponsible bodies at Balti- 
more and Cincinnati. The States have had Sen- 
ators made for them by caucuses; one man elected 
because he had a great aversion for a negro, and 
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another because of great regard for him. ‘Fhe 
people have been absorbed so much by great sec- 
tional issues, that the real culprits who have come 
here and enlarged unnecessarily the public ser- 
vice, or have failed to reduce the expenditures, 
have escaped in the mightier issues of sectional 
strife which many of them raised and seek to 
perpetuate, in a to conceal their own iniqui- 
ties. There is no individual responsibility here. 
The vote ia not looked to We aes passed that 
point. 

Sir, what is the principle of our Army and 
Navy? Latterly, some strange errors have crept 
in. From the beginning of the Government, up 
to within the lastten years, we did not pretend to 
keep up an army that should be able to compete 
with England, or with France, or with Austria, 
or with Russia. That was not our system; not 
because we were not able to do it, but because we 
did not think it wise. Our Constitution teaches 
us to rely on our militia, on freemen to main- 
tain the rights of freemen, and I think it is the 
safest relfance; and, therefore, I have said I want 
no soldiers except for the purposes of keeping 
down the aggressions of the savages on our fron- 
tier settlements. I want no soldiers to make 
New York or Georgia obey the laws. If the 
smallest, or the meanest, State in the Union 
chooses to resist the laws, we cannot afford to 
erush her. If she is faithless to her high duty, 
we must tolerate her; thatisall. I would keep no 
soldiers to put her down; notone. None are kept 
throughout this broad Republic for such a pur- 
pose, and I trust there never will be. That being 
the policy ,we do not want to keep up large armies, 
as they doin England and on the continent of 
Europe, in order to preserve the balance of power; 
one nation being jealous of the others. We do 
not keep ap a race with England, or with France, 
or even with Brazil, in regard toanavy. I know 
that men sometimes point us to the navy of Eng- 
land and of France. Well, if you were to come 
to real strength, you would find yourself greatly 
mistaken in your idea about it. Before the last 
Russian war, England generally kept an army of 
one hundred and sty thousand men. That was 
her peace establishment. She used a large num- 
ber of them to keep down the Irish. She has 
been at war, for the last six years, with one half 
the human race, and has sustained an army of 
between two and three hundred thousand men. 

She has been at war with India; at war with China; 
at war with Russia; at war at the Capes. She 
has been at war with every feeble Power on the 
face of the earth; taking something over in the 
East Indies that suited her for a coal station, and 
soon. Being in a state of hostility or open war 
with half the human race, she needsarmies. We 
follow no such practice. When we acquire ter- 
ritories, we are not afraid of their running away 
from us; we let them protect themselves. She has 
to maintain an army of thousands to keep her re- 
luctant subjects in India, who are groaning under 
the tyranny and oppression of fifty years, and 
have the sympathy of every true man in the effort 
to break the bond. Her first war with the Chi- 
nese, | believe, was to make them take opium. 
Well, take her navy. She has five hundred and 
seventy-six ships incommission; she is assailable 
atevery point of the civilized world. There is not 
a continent of the earth; there is notan island of the 
sea; there is nota barren rock which she holds all 
over the world, that is not held by injustice, and 
that the true owners would not wrench from her the 
moment they could displace the flag of St. George 
from their turrets. Do you suppose Spain would 
not take Gibraltar if she could? Do you suppose 
Persia would nottake Aden if she could? Do you 
suppose the Irish do not want to be free ? Do you 
suppose her operations in the West Indies would 
be submitted to, but for her power? Do you sup- 
pose she would be allowed to turn all the black 
people there loose inte a state of savage barbarism, 
but for her power? The English are of the same 
race as ourselves; but they would not have been 
allowed to turn those blacks loose, but for their 
power. The world is England's enemy, and she 
must keep troops. If she does not give up her 
bad practices, | am inclined to think the world 
will finally settle with her. [am ready for that 
contest, and hope to live to see it. I do not want 
to postpone it until aftermy time. She wants her 
army and navy to defend her vast possessions. 
We stand on different principles of empire. We 
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stand on the consent of the governed. We stand | 


on the principle that every man who acknowl- 
edges our independence and owes allegiance to 
our Government does it because he prefers it to 
all others; and if he does not, I will never pay a 
shilling to a soldier on the face of the earth to 
enforce obedience. 

Therefore, sir, | want no armies to keep peace 
at home, or to keep power abroad; to keep wrong- 
ful possessions extorted from a reluctant people. 
We only want ships enough to keep pirates off 
our commerce, and soldiers enough to keep down 
the Indians; and we have twice as many as are 
necessary for that purpose, as the history of the 
country shows for thirty years. For the five 
yearsalluded to in Mr. Guthrie’s report, to which 
} have already called attention, the expenses of 
the military service did notamount to more than 
twelve million doliars. Jt was not until 1852-53 
that the expenses of the army ever got to two 
figures in millions in time of peace. Never, 
before 1850-51, in time of peace, did they reach 
$10,000,000. When I came into Congress, the 
army expenses ranged from five million two hun- 
dred thousand to five million seven hundred thou- 
sand dollars. During the Mexican war, of course, 
they increased, and after that they were, one 
year, $9,000,000, another $8,000,000, another 
$9,000,000, and never more than $10,000,000 un- 
til 1852-53. During those years we had all the 
Indians and all the Mexicans we now have. Our 
territory then was more sparsely settled than it 
isnow. We had not five hundred thousand peo- 
ple in California; we had not one hundred thou- 
sand or one hundred and fifty thousand in Oregon 
and Washington; but we had to defend the peo- 
ple on the Pacific, in a few straggling settle- 
ments, with troops, and then the Army cost us 
$9,000,000. Now it costs $18,000,000, without 
counting the Mormon war. That wasa side job, 
which had its eight or ten million to itself. It 
now costs $18,000,000 a year for the maintenance 
of your Army; within a few millions of what it 
averaged during the last war with Great Britain. 
The expenditures for the Army, during that war, 
averaged about thirty million dollars, and you 
had four hundred aud fifty thousand soldiers in 
the field. During the Mexican war, the whole 
expenses of the Government did not, in a year, 
exceed $60,000,000; and yet, you called out sev- 
enty-five thousand men, and gave them mag- 
nificent pensions and. bounties of public lands; 
and they went with alacrity, they acted with 
most distinguished courage, and they shed luster 
on the name of their country. No soldiers ever 
fought bettter in any mere war of invasion, and 
none were entitled to higher consideration from 
the country. Then you carried on the Govern- 
ment for $60,000,000, and afterwards, in time of 
peace, you brought it down to $48,060,000. Dur- 
ing Mr. Fillmore’s administration, the Army ex- 
penditures varied from eight to nine million dol- 
lars, and we had the same extent of country we 
have now. 

It is true, you have since raised the compensa- 
tion of the officers of the Army; but compensation 
is generally the least of the expenses of this De- 
partment. You now spend upon the quarter- 
master’s department $7,000,000—more than the 
whole Army cost not many years ago. Inasmuch 
as the present war officer has carried up the Army 
to the war footing, to the last man that he is au- 
thorized to call for, you ought to take the power 
out of his hands, and put the Army on the peace 
establishment. Your peaceestablishment is eleven 
or twelve thousand soldiers, but you authorize 
your Secretary of War, if it is necessary, to carry 
each company from seventy-four to ninety-six 
men, and he has done it without any war. ‘There 
is a case where you gave discretion, and It is car- 
ried to its utmost bounds; and what is the conse- 
quence? Tour or five million of increased ex- 
penditure. The moment you trust to discretion 
you get an abuse. 

Then we come to the Navy: we have had no 
increase in the number of the men, and but little 
increase in ships, and all that have been built for 
the last six or eight years have been built by 
special appropriations. The new frigates and the 
new sloops were built by special appropriations. 
Your appropriations for navy-yards have gone to 
the building of houses for officers, and making 

flower pots, and all that kind of thing, at a cost 
of $2,000,000; and it will be no less as long as 


you will pay it, but it will go up to $4,000 000 
if you do not stop it. There are $2,000,000 the: 
you have no need for at all. You have eici, 
thousand sailors to man your Navy. You oo 
not mcreased them of late years, and you Seca 
eight thousand men in your navy-yards to or 
them—civilians. You have carried the num| 
up from three thousand toeightthousand. Ther» 
is discretion. You have eight navy-yards; Epo. 
land has over five hundred and fifty ships, and 
she has two navy-yards. You have eight, cop. 
veniently located, all about through the coyy. 
try, and it is a cause of reproach to good Dem, 

crats, for the enemy say we keep people there to 
cheat them in elections; and, as God is my judge 

I am afraid there is something in it. I would put 
the sting of disability to the temptation. That js 
the proper remedy. You have no need for any 
such expenditures. 

This money does not go to build a ship, or re. 
paira — The $2,000,000 which you spend jn 
navy-yards, does not drive one nail into a public 
vessel; does not give Jack an additional ration of 
grog. You have carried your naval expenses jn 
ten years from five or six million dollars te thir- 
teen million dollars, with no more efficiency, no 
more ships. The three or four million dollars 
which you spend ostensibly for the gradual jip- 
crease of the Navy, does not build you a ship; 


Jer 


o.- 
= 


_ for whenever you want a new one, you come here 


for an appropriation. If you wan? a little bit of 
a sloop at a cost of $80,000, there is a special rec- 
ommendation for it. The President recommends 


it; the Secretary of the Navy recommends it; and 


my friend who now occupies the chair [Mr. Mat- 
Lory] isurgentabout it. Notwithstanding the ten 
or twelve million dollars we give for the Navy, 


| we are asked to vote six or seven hundred thou- 


sand dollars for ten sloops next year. I think this 
money is badly spent, even if spent for politics, 


' I think I could use it with a great deal better ad- 


vantage than they do. If it is to be appropriated 
to that business, it ought to bring more result. 
We pay too much money for what we get; and I 
should oppose it on the ground that it was a bad 
expenditure even in that view. 

I recollect, Mr. President, that you and [ had 
some controversy the last session in regard to 
naval matters. [ stated that the French navy 
proper, cost 120,000,000 francs. You asked for my 
authority, and siated it to be a much larger sum. 
I have now got the official account, which | will 
take great pleasure in showing you, on some oc- 
casion, which proves that | was exactly right. 
‘That is all the French navy costs, with their four 
or five hundred ships. She expends $24,000,000 
on her Navy, and we spend $13,000,000. We 
are threatened by gentlemen with her four or five 
hundred steamers; and we are ridiculed for our 
ten or twelve. Take the English navy, and the 
same result is apparent. One gun, floated by the 
American Navy, costs five times what a gun is 
floated for by Great Britain, or France. We can- 
not stand that. Squandering our means in peace 
is not the way to prepare for war. ‘The true pol- 
icy of preparing for war is to strengthen the na- 


| tion, to husband its resources, make your people 


rich and prosperous, and then they can protect 


| themselves. Itis not by useless armaments squan- 
dering the public money. 


Mr. MALLORY, (having left the chair.) Will 
the Senator from Georgia allow me to interrupt 
him for a moment? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Certainly. 

Mr. MALLORY. Ido not wish to interfere 
with the course of the Senator’s remarks; but, 
perhaps, it would be as agreeable to him to cor- 
rect, as he goes on, any error that he may fall 


into in relation to these matters. 


Mr. TOOMBS — Certainly. 

Mr. MALLORY. I think the Senator stated 
just now that we had eight navy-yards and Great 
Britain had but two. Sir, the fact is that Grea! 
Britain has seven building yards and eonstruct- 


_ ing yards in her own immediate dominions, each 


of which is probably five times more extensive 
than the largest one of ours. That is a very 
important matter. Then, in relation to the ex- 
pendicures of the French navy, the pay is about 
one fifth of ours; and the pay of their mechanics 


perhaps less than one fifth; and in the British 


navy the pay of the men is fifty per cent. less 
than with us; and so, throughout all of her me- 


chanical operations, the pay is about one third of 
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wen it is here. Nocomparison can be instituted 
between the expenditures of our Navy and that 


of Great Britain or France, without taking these | 


things into consideration. 

Mr. TOOMBS. ( 
that they get things done cheaper in England and 
France than we do. I believe that when labor in 


New York city is worth six shillings a day, the | 


Government pays an able-bodied man $2 50. 
Mr. MALLORY. 


I do not intend to controvert | 
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| Mr. BIGLER. lam satisfied it is not the Sen- 


In our navy-yards they || 


give the same rate of wages, and no more, that is | 


paid in private yards. The current rate received 


iy private yards at New York is that given in the | 


public yards. | believe, however, there is a lim- 


oe . | 
itation of time observed in the navy-yards, the 


tep-hour rule, which is not observe 
yate yards. That is the only difference I know 


of. id . em 

Mr. TOOMBS. The fact stands that in Europe 
they get their work done cheaper, and yet they 
send here to have ships built. The British and 


in the pri- || 


French support their naval establishments ata | 


much less expense, comparatively, than we do, 
and yet we have one great advantage. Notaspar 
that the French navy uses is grown on the soil 
of France. She has not a mast in all her vast 
dominions that I know of. They are brought out 
of Georgia and the Senator’s State. 

Mr. MALLORY. | wiil say, in answer to that, 
itis the highest compliment which could be paid 
to the mechanical skill and progress of our coun- 
try. They do not send here because they get 
their ships built cheaper, but because they get 
them built better; for they have not built a ship 
in Europe equal to one of ours. 


Senator’s fashion of praising the Navy. 


heard it too often. As for their ships not being 


1 have || 


cood ships, | presume they ave equal to anybody’s | 


ships. If they are not, so much the better for 


us; and we can take them easier when we come | 


to fight them; but lam afraid we shall be mis- 
taken if we rely on that. I would rather rely on 
the mettle of our men, than on the difference in 
the metal of our ships. 

Now I come to the Post Office Department. 
My honorable friend from Pennsylvania yester- 
day gave us some tables, by which he attempted 
to show that the southern States were greatly 
benefited by the existing post office arrangement. 
He gives us tables, to show what the excess of 


; ator’s intention to misrepresent any statement 
which I made; but the effect of his argument will 
do so. I was perfectly aware that the statement 
which I presented, in the view which the Senator 
takes, was notaccurate. I stated distinctly, that 
I had thrown out of that account the expenses of 
the General Department, and the expenses of the 
| foreign mail services and the Pacific service; so 
that the account embodied only the local service 
within the several States—the expenses for trans- 
|, mitting the mails and for postmasters. In doing 
| that, I stated, further, that I acted on the com- 
munication of the Postmaster General, to which 
the honorable Senator has just referred, who 
said that these general expenses belonged to the 
States pro rata. I know that, when they are 
divided amongst the States, there is not one which 
| pays its expenses in full; but that does not in any 
way disturb the account which I presented, which 
is forthe local expenses within the several States. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. I have stated the Senator pre- 
cisely as he said; but he left out important ele- 
ments necessary to get at the truth. The Senator 
did say that the southern section of the Uni- 
ted States was benefited by it at the expense of 
the North. If his argument did net mean that, 
it meant nothing. 

Mr. BIGLER., I certainly said, and I meant, 
that the States to which | referred had a large pro- 
— of their postage paid out of the Treasury; 
yut in what light did I present it? Simply to 
meet the complaint which was made, that the 
manufacturing States realize large incidental ben- 


|| efits from our revenue system. In making up the 
Mr. ‘TOOMBS. Lam not to be diverted by the 


| account, I threw out the foreign postage to which 
the honorable Senator has referred, as far as I 
| could get the information; and in getting it, I did 
not rely entirely on my own judgment. | endeav- 
ored to make it accurate, and I hope it is so; for 
I should regret to have made an incorrect state- 
ment. 
Mr. TOOMBS. The honorable Senator will 
find plenty more to answer before I have done with 
| this subject, and perhaps he had better wait and 


} answer me altogether. My complaint of the state- 


postal expenditures over receipts in Georgia, for | 


the last five years, has been; and upon the same 
basis, he says, they ought to have been so much 
in Pennsylvania. He seems to look upon the 
Government of the United States as a great elee- 
mosynary beggar-house from which there ought 
to be a fair division of plunder. 1 have a plain 
story that will pat that Senator down very readily. 


ltold him I would show hit what his tables were | 
i say there is not a State in the Union, | 


worsh. 
whose expenditures for carrying the mail last 
year, according to the report of the Postmaster 
General which I have before me, did not exceed 
the receipts, except Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
New York, and the District of Columbia: Rhode 
Island and the District of Columbia, because they 
have no territory over which to pay for carrying 
the mail; New York and Massachusetts, because 
more than two million dollars of foreign postage 
were received in those States, which we pay to 
England and other countries for doing the ser- 
vice. ‘Therefore, there is, in fact, not a single 
State or Territory in the Union in which the post 
office is not a burden. 

Who has brought about this state of things? 
When you reduced your postage to three cents, 
it was said, ** Let us imitate England; she has a 
penny postage, equal to two cents of our curren- 
cy; three will give us money enough.’’ My hon- 
orable friend from Vermont, [Mr. Cotiamer,] 
told you that would not do; he brought his usual 
good sense to bear, and told Congress it was a 
policy which would not keepthe Department self- 
Sustaining; but it was proved, apparently, by 
those who seek to put the expenses of their busi- 
hess upon the people of the United States, that 
three cents would pay all the expense. I protested 
against it, and voted against it, and never believed 
mit; and I do not think anybody believed in it, 
eXcept some very simple people. 


Mr. BIGLER. Will the honorable Senator | 


allow me to say a word? 


Mr. TOOMBS. Certainly. 


ment which he made, was, that it did not present 
all the facts. He went back five years. He did 
not go back to the time when the Post Office De- 
partment was self-sustaining; when all the ex- 
penses were looked into; when worthless expend- 
itures and extravagances were kept out; when 
the expenditures were controlled by law, and the 
_ Postmaster General was looking at the service to 
bring it within the limit of the law. But the 
moment you put it on the public Treasury; the 
moment the manufacturing classes and commer- 
cial classes and the literary classes were able to 
threw the expense of their business on honest 
labor, they began to expand. While Pennsyl- 
vania paid her postal expenses five years ago, as 
most of the States of the Union did, I say that in 
1857 she did not. If it is mendicancy on the 
Treasury, she was a mendicant with the rest. 
The Senator grouped a series of years that did 
not show the true operation of the Post Office De- 
partment. Its expenses have continued annually 
to increase since you threw it on the Treasury, 
and will continue to increase to ten, twenty, thir- 
ty, or fifty million dollars, if you let it stay there, 
from causes as inevitable as that the sun will rise 
and set. 

The Senator made a comparison with Virginia, 
but I believe the reduction of postage to three 
cents got no vote from that State in either House. 
Sir, the principle on which the South has stood, 
upon which she stands to-day and in the future, 
is, that justice, truc policy, is to make every man 
who is benefited by the Post Office Department, 
pay his share; not to put it on all the States. I 
do not want the honest mechanic and farmer in 
my State to go my partner in letters, when I 
write a thousand where he writes one. I should 
like to know what would be thought if the Sen- 
ator were to go toa neighbor of his, an honest 
old farmer in Pennsylvania, and say to him: 
‘*My friend, let us get a box here in the post office, 
and go halves in this business of paying post- 
ages.’’ I think the Dutchman in Pennsylvania 
would not be fool enough to stand that partner- 
ship. That is just what your present system ac- 
tually is. The men who write letters, and whose 
}, business it is to do so, for it is an industrial pur- 
| suit, by this scheme throw the expense of that 


' year for taxes on realized property. 
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business on honest labor, and then they talk 

about protecting the laborers whom they are rob- 

bing for their own benefit —robbing under the 

forms of law. 1 say it is robbery. Suppose i 

were to propose to my overseer to re our 

postage between us, I writing a thousand letters, 

and he, perhaps, not able to write one, for I have 

known such cases: it is not just. The poliey- 
of the Government for sixty years was that the 

men who write letters should pay the cost of them; 
that the men benefited shes pay for the benefit; 
but when you got to the system of putting it on 
the Government, it was done that the merchants, 

the manufacturers, the newspapers, the shrewd, 
adroit, skillful, and enterprising men, might levy 

pence out of poverty, to ease theniselves of the 

legitimate expense of their own business. ‘That 

is the way it works, and it affects a man in Maine 

as well as in Georgia. 

It is not sectional. You may try to get people 
to go into it en the idea that it is sectional. The 
New York Legislature may send a memorial here 
against raising the rates of postage. The Senator 
from New Hampshire (Mr. Haws] the other day 
wanted to know if you were going to tax the poor 
man in his State on his letters. How is it in fact? 
He says he will not pay more than three cents 
postage. That is not enough; and where does the 
rest come from? Outof the public Treasury; and 
who paysthat? All our taxes being levied, in the 
main, by duties on consumption, it comes, ac- 
cording to consumption, out of the rich and poor, 
‘here is no just relauion between wealth and con- 
sumption. A poor man, with ap income of $500, 
may use more dutiable goods than I] do. | know 
many of my neighbors, planters down in Geor- 
gia, that defy your revenue laws, who do not buy 
a hundred dollars’ worth of ** store goods’’ ina 
year. They make their own shoes and hats and 
blankets; their daughters weave their socks, and 
their wives weave their cloths. They would beat 
you all day at this business. But take a man 
working in an iron foundery, who has to buy his 
sugar, his cloth, and everything else that he uses, 
and who either has to pay for them to the foreign 
manufacturer, or who must pay an enhanced 
price for them here. Probably many a man with 
an income of a thousand or fifteen hundred dol- 
lars a year, does not use more dutiable goods 
than a poor man who lives by his daily labor. I 
have seen it stated in the newspapers that a very 
worthy gentleman in New York, whom I have 
the pleasure to know slightly, pays $385,000 a 
He has no 
biever stomach or broader back than his coach- 
man; and it isa littl doubtful whether he con- 
sumes any more rum, whisky, brandy, or broad- 
cloth, than his coachman. If he paid according 
to his realized wealth, he would have to consume 
nearly a quarter of a million of dollars’ worth of 
dutiable goods in order to pay his proportion of 
the public revenues. Of course men can only 
drink and eat and wear a certain quantity of duti- 
able goods, and there is a limit to it.. Most of our 
people are well enough off to use all they need; 
and they use very much the same things. | think 
it is a bad plan in my friend from Pennsylvania, 
if his laborers are distressed, to put new burdens 
on them. I would advise him not to put addi- 
tional duty upon the sugar that sweetens their 
sugared rum that solaces them in their misfor- 
tunes; but that is what he wants to du. 

Indirect taxes, all taxes on consumption, are 
unjust taxes, whether they are excise duties or 
impost duties. They tell terribly on labor. They 
have destroyed the labor of Europe, and they will 
destroy yours, if you keep them up long enough. 
They are unjust. They eat up the substance of 
the ag by taxing him for his necessaries. 
England, in this way, has destroyed her laborers 
in Great Britain and Ireland,and they are fleeing 
to America, to Australia, to every portion of the 
earth, to get rid of unjust taxes. They do not 
operate so hard on our laborers, on account of the 
different relation in which they stand. 

I say it is unjust to levy postage out of the or- 
dinary revenues of the Republic, because it is a 
tax upen those who do not write as well as those 
who do, and it ought to be put upen the business 
of the merchants and manufacturers, and those 
classes whose pursuits require them to write a 
great number of letters. Whatever they may 
think about it, whatever the New York Legisla- 


_ ture may say, whatever the Senator from New 
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Hampshire may say, itis a plunder of the poor 
for the benefit of the rich. Sir, we of the South 
have maintained justice; we did not vote for this 
sysiem. We say, make your Post Office Depart- 
ment pay for itself. If New England, on account 
of her dense population, can support the postat 
eystem ata less expense than other sections, my 
friend from Virginia (Mr. Hunter] presented a 
scheme, allowing the mails to be carried as cheap- 
ly as could be done. Ll do not want a dollar out 
of your New England postage. I want no frank- 
ing privilege; | hope you willstrike it off. I want 
to send no documents. If you undertake the busi- 
ness of carrying people’s letters, do it as cheaply 
as it can be done. I have no doubtitis a bad 
system, and | hone, in time, to see it abolished. 
If i could to-day, | would cut off your Post Office 
Department, at one lick, from the Government, 
and | should consider it the greatest service | 
should ever be able to render to my country. 

Sir, you have no more right and no more busi- 
ness to undertake to carry the correspondence, 
than you have tocarry the products, of the coun- 
try; and it works as unjustly. Whydo you not 
carry the hay and the potatoes of the New Hamp- 
shire man, and the cotton of the southern man, 
and say, *flet us all unite and pay for ships to 
carry these productions, as well as pay for mail 
transportation.’? One man in Misstssippt may 
have five thousand bales of cotton to send off, 
worth $300,000; another man has ten bushels of 
potatoes worth ten dollars; and you say, let us 
make a common stock of our transportauon, and 
all pay for it equally according to consumption. 
There is some sense in Fourierism in preference 
to such a system. They divide property equally, 
after allowing something for talent, and something 
for labor; but this is worse than Fourierism. The 
great object of this scheme is carrying us back 
to the old rude system of Government that ex- 
isted twenty centuries ago—that **they should 
take who have the power, and they should keep 
who can.”?” When you get labor into such a 
partnership, you take the lon’s share and leave 
it the bone. Sir, lam the friend of labor. Iam 
the friend of every laboring man, no matter what 
part of this great country he may live in, North, 
South, East, or West. 1 will give no vote to 
plunder him of the earnings of the sweat of his 
face, for the sake of the Government, or anybody 
under the Government. 

If you are in earnest about the Post Office De- 
partment, make it pay for itself; let everybody 
who sends letters pay for them,and then those who 
cannot write will have nothing to pay. Every- 
body knows the postal service can be done for 
half the money that vou spend on it. Ido not 
suppose that Adams & Co. have half the trouble 
to get employés for their offices that the Govern- 
ment has if a postmaster is to be appointed, 
several men from the loc lity spend two or three 
months in this city, and there are various commit- 
tees to urge the claims of this man and that man. 
After the appointment is made, there is someumes 
great difficulty im getting the confirmation here; 
and they have a good deal of trouble when they 
go home, to get securities. Men would not take 
so much trouble if they got only the rewards of 
honest labor. Buta man wants such a place be- 
cause itis an office, and pays more than he could} 
get anywhere else; because it puts him to fatten- 
ing onthe Government, rather than on his own 
industry; and he wants to get itthat he may live 
without labor from the industry of those who do 
labor. Cut the Post Office from the Government, 
and there will be an end of that. 

The Postmaster General requires $9,000,000 
from the Treasury next year. | will not give it; 
and, therefore, | have no deficiency to provide for. 
1 will not pay $2,400,000 for carrying the mail to 
six hundred thousand people on the Pacific coast. 
iam willmg to give them all necessary facilities; 
and I know itean be done for $250,000; but ifitcan- 
not, pay $500,000; and if youeannot get the ervice 
for that sum, pay $700,000; but that you should, 
for political and commercial reasons, pay tor keep- 
ing upa mail route by Panama, and through Nica- 
ragua, and through Tehauntepec, and fortwo or 
three overland routes besides, has not the recom- 
mendation of wisdom or justice; it is not plain 
common sense. There is nota man in America 
whe would manage his own business in that way. 
There is not a man whose estate would not be 
taken from him and put into the hands of com- | 
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missioners, if he managed his business in that 
way. He would be, to use a polite term, what 
the Scotch call an innocent, favored of the gods, 
and who ouglit to be protected of all men. 

jring down the Post Office Department, and 
save some twelve or fourteen million dollars. I 
have not gone through the various Departments, 
for | will not fatigue the Senate, and I have not 
the time. Now I will come fo asingle point upon 
this great question. My friend from Pennsyl- 
vania cares littl about the expenditure; he is not 
more concerned to maintain this expenditure than 
1 am; he has no more concern that money should 
be improperly expended than I have. I do not 
suppose he would vote for it any sooner than I 
would. I make no allegation of that sort; but 
there is another object which he thinks is to ben- 
efit his constituency. Ido not think so. Whether 
protection be right, or free trade be right, in my 
judgment, in the main, it isas right in Georgiaas 
in Pennsylvania. 1 think the idea is a mistake 


wholly. There are incidental advantages in favor | 


of the manufacturer; but I can carry wheat from 
Georgia to the iron founderies of Pennsylvania 
cheaper than many farmers in the western part 
of Pennsylvania can carry it there. I think we 
get some incidental advantages, if there be any. 
But the Senator imagines that, because the iron- 
mongers have raised this clamor,we must increase 
the taxes. I do not believe the people of Penn- 
sylvania have raised this clamor about protection. 
Why should it have arisen? It has been already 
shown, in the very able report of the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury, that there was less iron imported 
last year than there had been for many years be- 
fore, and, therefore, there was very little foreign 
iron to come into competition with the Pennsyl- 
vania article. My friend says, however, that he 
wants to make better iron than England; and he 
presents us statistics to show that Pennsylvania 
iron does not jose more than six or eight per cent. 
a yearin wear and tear, whereas British iron loses 
ten or twelve per cent. I tell him the safest place 
hecan leave that question is with the railroad con- 
tractors. If he has not any of them in his State 
sharp enough, send them down to Georgia and 
they can work itout. They know good iron from 
bad; they know profit from loss. Send it down 
to a Georgia railroad president and he will work 
itout for you. It isalways safe to leave the qual- 
ity of a commodity to the man who is going to 
use it. Government is the worst judge; for if 
anybody is to be cheated in such a case, the Gov- 
ernment is sure to be. 

Rut the Senator says he must have taxes to re- 
lieve the people. As I said, lam not going into that 
question. But he says he will unite the two sys- 
tems of ad valorem and specific duties. The tariff 
of 1857 was founded on the idea of a revenue 
tariff, discriminating in favor of the industry of 
this country. It was a policy that met my sup- 
port—a wise policy. The single question is, is 
itenough? IL ask my friend from Pennsylvania, 
is not twenty-five per cent. on iron enough pro- 
tection? Is not one fourth of the commodity to 
be seized by the Government, which they have a 
right to do—twenty-five bars of ailtenl 
the hundred—cnough to encourage the domestic 


manufacture ? ‘The school in which I was brought | 


up as a protective Whig, was, that we were to 
raise no more revenue than the economical wants 
of the Government required; and in levying that 
revenue to discriminate for our infant manufac- 
tures. What for? That we might divert capital 
into them, that we might prevent them from being 
crushed in their infancy. 

Well, sir, when is the iron manufaeture going 
to get grown? I wantto know. That was the 
ground it was put on in 1842. I want to know 
when the iron interest will ever attain its majority. 
It has had, taking the fluctuations in duties and 
prices, as much as one hundred and fifty per cent. 
protection for forty-three years—from 1816 to this 
day. Have they not had enough experience in 
making iron? Is ita very occult science? Has 
not the world gone on until itis made for half the 
price it wasin 1816? I think railroad iron ought 
not to be taxed at all; it ought to be free of duty, 


and [| would free it to-morrow if my vote would | 


doit. I would not tax the transportation of my 
country. I would not tax the wheat and corn of 


the agriculturist, that are now down as low as 


manufactures. Look at the Northwest. She 
raises nothing but rude product—millions of 


iron to | 





_ Lam not ready to do it. 
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wheat, millions of corn, millions of lumber. »)) 
rough, all cheap according to bulk; and ena: 
the highest possible advantage in cheap neg 
portation both on land and on water. Why should 
you tax her twenty-five per cent. upon the oy, 
element on which she transports her commod. 
ties to market? I say it is unjust; and if I hays 
got to raise more revenue, I will not put it upon 
an article necessary to the transportation of eight 
tenths of the labor of my country. | say , let -. 
stand where it is, and you will soon find the thoy. 
sands of millions of capital invested in railroads 
demanding their rights, and they will enlighten 
you on free trade. They are not going to stand 
this tax of twenty-five per cent., and you canyo: 
hold it for three years. Look toit. These thou. 
sands of millions of capital will no longer submit 
to the burden of twenty-five per cent. on iron. 
On their roads, the iron for which costs on an 


|| average $9,000 a mile, they will not pay $1,500 


mile in order to support Pennsylvania tron piay. 
ufactures. They will say to them, * you have 
had forty years to learn how to make this iron 
and we will not tax ourselves any longer for your 
benefit;’’ and they are right. s 
Mr. President, I shall detain the Senate but g 
few moments longer on this question. I haye 
stated that the tariff of 1857 was a tariff for rey- 
enue, discriminating for protection. It discrir- 


inated largely. At that period we found our rey- 


enues abundant, and we determined to readjust 


| the tariff system so as to lessen the revenues, 


My friend from Virginia and myself, and gentle- 


_men all over the country, with different views of 


protection and free trade, said, that as the coun- 
try was generally prosperous, as we must reduce 
our revenue, we were content that even advant- 
ages should be had. The woolen manufacturing 
interest said that we had allowed a duty of thirty 
per cent. on wool, which had worked hard on 
them; and they asked us to give them coarse wool 
free of duty, that they might compete with Eng- 
land, and to put woolens in the highest schedule. 
We did it; and they went on their way rejoicing. 
We dealt fairly by every branch of industry. The 
Senator from New York, [Mr. Sewarp,] the 
representative, not of free trade, but of free soil 


/and protection, was a member of the committee 


of conference on that bill, and it received the ap- 
probation of his judgment. 

All parties are committed to this policy. What 
did you bring the revenue down to $50,000,000 
for? Did you not understand it? Did you not 
know what this tariff would bring in? Were you 
statesmen? Did you not know, what everybody 
else knew, that the reduction was such that it 
would bring down the revenue on the same im- 
portations which you had the preceding year, and 
that you had to look to a gradual increase of 
the importations for & gradual increase of reve- 
nue? Yes, sir, you did understand it; but, be- 
cause a monetary convulsion has overtaken the 


_country, and because protection entered into a 
| State election, the whole world is to be disturbed; 


and our revenue system, which you agreed upon 
as a national settlement, is to be readjusted. | 
say it was a national settlement, because all sec- 


| tions harmonized upon it; and I congratulated the 


country at the time that Massachusetts and South 


| Carolina, East and West, North and’ South, all 


united in favor of it. All the Senators in this 
body except eight, and two thirds of the mem- 
bers of an opposition House, deliberately said: 
** We will make this hereafter a financial ques- 
tion, not a party one; and we will put it on this 
basis.’? But now, the Senator from Pennsy!va- 
nia tells us—and we are told by the Government 
organs—that we must have a readjustment of the 


_ tariff; that although it has had but little over a 


year of unparalleled commercial disaster to test 
it, it must be altered now. Well, I know not 


/ what you can get now. I know not whether gen- 
| tlemen here are ready to eat their own words. 


have seen a great many strange sights in my time. 
I believed at the time 
that it was a wise act; I believe so now. | be- 
lieve it gave fully as much protection to American 
industry as ought to be given. 

The honorable Senator from Pennsylvania com- 

lains of the mode, and prefers specific duties. 
My opinion has been that specific duties were al- 
ways the best rule. Thirteen years ago, the ar- 
guments which are now broaght up were used 


by me against the act of 1846. I said it would 
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sive you the most revenue when you needed the 
Jeast; that it would give the most protection when 
the least was necessary; and that, therefore, it 
was not wise to make a uniform rule of ad va- 
lorems. Thirteen years’ experience has satisfied 
me of the truth and propriety and justice of the 
s»inions I then held on that point. But, sir, 
while | believe that upon many articles specific 
duties would be better, the great majority of 
those with whom I act, those who with me are 


arainst raising the taxes, prefer the ad valorem 


system. We agree that the public burdens shall 
not be increased ; but they differ from me as to the 
manner of imposing them; and as my great object 
js to prevent an increase of burdens, I shall yield 
to them the manner. I think it probable that at 
another time, with further experience, they may 
change their opinions on this point; but I can only 
look to those who are for ad valorem duties, to 
8 


ave the country from additional taxation. 1 am | 


against additional taxation; and therefore [ act 
with those who are for the ad valorem system, 
rather than with those who are for specific duties; 
and who go for specifics, not because’ they are 


best; not because they are wisest for the revenue, | 


but for the purpose of increasing the public 


burdens, for the purpose of raising the public 


taxes. 

If you presented me a measure likely to meet 
the approbation of the country, which did not pro- 
pose to increase the public burdens, but simply to 
change the mode of collecting them, I should be 
for it; but the Senator from Pennsylvania says all 
he wants is a duty of twelve dollars on rails. I 


see by the accounts received by the last steamer, | 


that rails were £6 10s, at Cardiff. Twelve dollars 
aton duty is only a small matter of forty per cent. 
ad valorem on the present price. He is not for 
raising the duties to a high point, but he simply 
wants forty per cent. in place of twenty-four! He 


only wants fifteen dollars a ton upon bars which 


were worth £6 6s. by the latest advices from Eu- 
rope. ‘That is a small matter of about forty-five 
per cent. 


dens; | will get the incident.’ 
of the Senator from Pennsylvania. He begs for 
burdens. He does not go for protection for pro- 
tection’s sake; he is for a revenue tariff, if he gets 
the incidents, and therefore the more weight the 
more incidents. That is the Senator’s doctrine. 
He is dying for the incidents. 
give him burdens; make them as high as you can; 
the greater the burden the greater the incident; 
aud therefore he modestly asks for from forty to 


forty-five per cent. on bars in order to get the in- | 
He will make the salt worth more than | 
I believe his col- | 


cident. 
the dish. I cannot stand it. 
league wants eighteen dollars a ton duty on bars. 

Mr. CAMERON. Oh,no. I take no part in 
this. I am listening to the gentleman with great 
pleasure. Itisafight between members of the 
dominant party. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I can tell the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, we have passed all that. This 


question has got beyond the pointof party. 1 | 
am arguing the question to American Senators, , 


who, without reference to party, voted for the 
tariff of 1857. 


great question, I must meet him with arguments 
of principle. My friend from Pennsylvania says 
that he is forarevenue tariff, with incidental pro- 


tection; but he will find that he can never carry, | 
aud Peansylvania can never carry, sucha scheme | 
as he favors—and she may as weil look it in the | 


face—until she goes to the enemies of at least the 
Democratic organization in that State. 


to give under any circumstarices. ‘The country 
has passed that point. We were a young country 
forty years ago; our manufacturers were feeble; 
we wanted skill, and we desired to devote it to 
manufactures; and in laying our revenue, we used 
it to build them up, and have built them up; and 


they will go on in spite of croakers, in spite of | 


convulsions, in spite of parties. Our manufac- 
tures, Our agriculture, our commerce, are on a 
firm basis, and they will go on increasing and 
gathering strength every day, every decade, every 


century. tis a mistake to think of putting down | 
Certain men set themselves up | 
as the peculiar friends of the manufacturers to | 


manufactures. 


it does. 
_ itself, ceteris paribus, | prefer it to all other modes; 
| but I will not make it an excuse to levy thirty or 
| thirty-five per cent. on woolens and forty per | 


| ous to their interests. 
| price of all articles they consume. Suill they say 


All he wants is a revenue duty with | 
incidental advantages. He says ‘* pile on the bur- |, 
That is the policy || 


| many specific duties. 
| revenue under the act of 1542, for every year up 


Give bim taxes; | 


/ and by the act of 1857, $43,000,000. I say 
| neither the act of 1842, nor the act of 1846, nor 


| dollars. 


| year, more than $60,000,600. 
If a gentleman with whom I act | 
poliically, and for whom | have vefy high re- | 
Spect, advances erroneous propositions on this | 


I have | 
given you all the protection that I could ever agree | 
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get votes. They wantto use them. Manufactures 
are established in this country; all the handicrafts 
are established; the great powers of machinery 
are established. We have the skill, we have the 
education, we have the experience, we have the 


, capital; and strike down your custom-houses to- 


day, and the iron interest in the United States 
will live and flourish everywhere, not only in 
Pennsylvania, but in Georgia, in North Carolina, 
in Tennessee, in Ohio, in New Jersey. You can- 
not stop it. You might as well attempt to pull 
down the stars or pluck out the moon. Some 
men seek to give themselves consequence by ally- 
ing themselves with an interest which is truly 
great and immortal. I am content that it shall 
stand. 

1 am content to go with you when the time 
shall come when you propose really to lay spe- 
cific duties for the purpose of giving more cer- 
tainty, more fixedress,and to avoid frauds, which 
I admit that, as an original question by 


cent. on iron. I say the policy of those with 
whom I now act—the Democratic party of the 
country, and of the whole country—has been to 
bring down the expenses of the Government. By 


| a union of all parties, and of divisions of all par- 
| ties, latterly, they have been carried beyond its 
| legitimate sphere. Bring them down to legitimate 
| expenditures, make them honest, make them ef- 


ficient; but do not squander the public money and 
then increase your revenues. A great majority 
of the southern people believe that every burden 
you impose, every percentage you lay, is injuri- 
ir i It certainly enhances the 


they are willing to make that concession for 
common harmony, for common interests, and for 


| common glory. 


Mr. President, [have before me tables showing 


| the effect of the tariff of 1857, the tariff of 1846, 


and the tariff of 1842, upon our imports; and these 
tables, which have been prepared with great care, 
show one remarkable result. They show thatthe 
tariff of 1842 would not bring you more than 


| $60,000,000 of revenue, although it laid duties of 


forty-five and one hundred per cent , and a great 
If you had collected the 


to June 30, 1857, you would not have got over 
$60,000,000. By the act of 1846, on the basis of 
the same importations, you would get $51,000,000; 
say, then, 


the act of 1857, would support this Government, 
in an expenditure of seventy or eighty million 
The highest protective tariff you ever 
had, would not give you revenue enough for the 
present expenses, unless you increase the imports; 
and certa‘nly the friends of the manufacturers 
would not favor that. You now pretend that you 
want to alter the tariff, because, in the last disas- 
trous year, itdid not bring in money enough. 
The tables which I have, show that the act of 
1842 would not have produced, for the last fiscal 
1 say, then, you 
must retrench. You may try to get protection, 
and pretend that it will do, and double your du- 
ties. But here are the tables, and I challenge any 


protectionist on this floor, to show that the act of 


1842 could have broughtus more than $60,000,000. 
Then you would havea deficiency of $15,000,000 
of revenue under the highest protective tanff you 
ever passed. If you look to high duties to help 
manufacturers, you mustally to protection direct 
taxation, as they do in England. When she pro- 
tected her manufactures, slie liad to increase her 
internal taxation. When you carry it to the ex- 
tent of shutting out the foreign commodity, you 


| must go to internal taxation, and you are the 


natural allies of that system; not my friends of 
the South, who erroneously suppose they would 
introduce direct taxation with a view to break 
down protection. Protection is the ally of direct 
taxation, and will ultimately make it necessary. 

Mr. CLINGMAN obtained the floor. 

Mr. HUNTER. I suggest to the Senator who 
has the floor, that we postpone this subject until 
to-morrow, and let me move to take up the ap- 


propriation bill; and we can make some progress | 


in it in the course of an hour and a half or two 
hours. 
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Mr. SUMMONS. If the Senator will give way, 
I should like to ask a question of the Senator 
from Georgia. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I give way. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to know of 
the Senator from Georgia what he estimates the 
annual imports will be, in ordinary times, under 
this tariff? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I will answer any question 
with great pleasure, because | omitted many ta- 
bles and records that I have before me, from my 
indisposition to consume time, I have nodoubt 
but that the imports of the country next year will 
go to $350,000,000, and they will continue to in- 

crease with the productive power of the country. 

Mr. SIMMONS. And you calculate on 
$96,000,000 of revenue next year? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Yes. 

Mr. SIMMONS, You only go for reducing 
expenses so as to make that the basis of our ex- 
penditures ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Yes. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I go with him for the re- 
duction. Lonly wish to say that now; but at 
some future time L will give my views on the 
other points. I have no doubt, myself, that in 
the course of an hodr [ can convince the Senator 
that he is wrong. If [ cannot, | will go with him, 
for he means right, aud so do lL. 

Mr. SLIDELL. The Senator from Virginia 
has consented to waive his motion for taking up 
the consular and diplomatic appropriation bill, in 
order that | may present a motion now to take 
up for consideration the bill for the acquisiuion of 
Cuba. It is very evident that this debate is to be 
avery protracted one. If but one speech a day 
is to be made ona subject so compheated and ex- 
tensive as the tariff, and if our whole financial 
system, our whole system of customs is to be 
debated in this form, really presenting no sub- 
stantive proposition to the Senate, it appears to 
me the whole remainder of the session must ne- 
cessarily be occupied by that discussion alone, 
The consular and diplomatic bill and all the other 
appropriation bilis must necessarily pass. I cer- 
tainly have no disposition whatever to embarrass 
the Senator from Virginia. His duty imposes 
upon him the obligation of pressing at all umes— 
perhaps he sometimes presses out of season, as 
well as in season—the peculiar business that is 
confided to his charge; but I have his assent now 
to make this motion. IL wish to get this subject 
up once fairly before the Senate, and afterwards 
I shall not press its consideration unduly on the 
Senate. If there is a disposition to prolong this 
debate on the tariff, a question involving, as I 
said before, no substantive, direct proposition, a 
mere discussion of theories in anticipation of 

what may not happen during this session at all, 
the presentation of a tariff bill in the Senate, ori- 
ginating in the House of Representatives, | see no 
chance whatever of obtaining any distinct expres- 
sion of the opinion of the Senate on this very im- 
portant question. I now move to proceed to the 
considerauon of the bill for the acquisition of 
Cuba. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Rew in 
the chair.) The first question is on postponing 
the resolution before the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. I request that I may be al- 
lowed to make a statement. I have yielded; but 
I have yielded under coercion. ‘The Senator has 
given me notice that he will move—backed by his 
committee as I understand he will be, so that | 
could raise no question of order—to put this Cuba 
bill upon the appropriation bill, Now, sir, | could 
never consent to that. 

Mr. MASON. Wiil my colleage allow me to 
interrupt him fora momeat? Did | understand 
him to say that the Senator from Louisiana would 
move, by direction of the Committee on l’oreign 
Relations, to put this on the appropriation bill ? 

Mr. HUNTER. I said I so understood. 

Mr. SLIDELL. The Senator from Louisiana 
made no such statement. 

Mr. HUNTER. Am I mistaken? 

Mr.SLIDELL. Did I understand the Senator 
from Virginia to say that I had assumed to speak 
for the Committee on Foreign Relations? 

Mr. HUNTER. | did not; I said | understood 
you were backed by the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I made no such suggestion. 

Mr. HUNTER. No. I heard it otherwise. 
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authority? 

Mr. SLIDELL. I have not. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then I prefer to take up the 
appropriation bill; and I will try the question of 
order with him when he offers hisamendment. 

Mr. SLIDELL. That may be a subject com- 
ing up for discussion before the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. When the question is pre- 
sented to that committee, and they find that there 
is nochance of having the measure brought before 
the Senate for consideration, without the action of 
the committee, 1 shall endeavor to obtain that ac- 
tion. I have made no such attempt, as yet. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 make this suggestion to 
the Senator from Louisiana, by which Lam will- 
ing to abide; that when the discussion on this 
resolution is done, which I suppose will not be , 
very long, in view of the short period which re- 
mains of the session, then let us take up his bill, 
and eccupy the morning with it until, say two, 
or half past two o’clock, and give me the evening 
for the appropriauon bills. [told him that, if 
he would agree to that, I would endeavor to call 
up the appropriation bill now, and work on it 
unul the Senate adjourns; ang that when his bill 
got up I would do the same thing, wait until two 
o’clock, or half past two o’clock each day, giv- 
ing achance to debate it, and then call up the ap- 
propriation bills. That is all | can say. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion to postpone the resolution un- 
der consideration until to-morrow at one o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ACQUISITION OF CUBA. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The appropri- 
ation bill, | beheve, is the unfinished business. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I do not understand that the 
ne my bill is the unfinished business. 

Mr. SEWARD. 1 beg pardon of the Chair. 
it is not the unfinished business, It has not been 
taken up. 

Mr. HUNTER. It was taken up yesterday, 
and we went into executive session. If not, I 
move to take it up. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Iwas under the impression 
that, if not technically in order, at least, by the 
ordinary courtesies of the Senate, | had the floor 
forthe purpose of making my motion. 

Mr. HUNTER. Very well. I yield. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 1 move to ponerse all prior 
orders, and proceed to the consideration of the bill 
(S. No. 497) making appropriations to facilitate 
the acquisition of the Island of Cuba. 

Mr. HUNTER. I should like to understand 
whether the Senator means, after it is taken up, 
to occupy only the mornings,as | have suggested, 
and give the evenings for the appropriation bills? 
My vote will be governed by that. My vote will | 
be given to take itup with the understanding that 
it shall only occupy the morning unul two or half 
past two o'clock, and give me the evening for the | 
appropriation bills. 

r. SLIDELL. 
ing that if any gentleman is prepared to speak on 
the subject this afternoon, he may go on. I have 
nothing to say myself at present. 

Mr. SEWARD. I beg leave to say that the 
two honorable Senators seem very faitty to make 
a bargain to which, | think, they will find it im- 
possible to get the consent of the Senate. If the 
Cuba bill is to come up, it is to have a fair chance 
on both sides; and it will not be the debate of an 
hour in the morning for one morning, or two or 
three, but it has got to be discussed from begin- 
ning to end, through and through, up and down, 
come whenever it will, if those who oppose the 
bill are not silenced by some superior power. | 
certainly shall not be prepared to agree that a 
speech may be made in favor of it on one side, 
and the no more to be said before deciding it. 

Mr. SLIDELL. After the very emphatic no- 
tice of the Senator from New York, | think the 
friends of this bill have but one course to pursue; 
and that is, to press its immediate consideration. 
I therefore ake the motion. 

Mr. HALE. I do not know, sir, how anybody 
else on this side of the Chamber will vote; I do 
not know how the friends with whom I have acted 
will vote; but I shall go with the Senator from 
Louisiana; and I shall go for taking the bill up, 
whether it takes little time or long. I know that, 
in the section of country from which I come, and 


| this measure, which I look upon as monstrous, is 


I will, with the understand- || 


amongst my own immediate constituents, there 
is an impression prevailing with the people that 


dressed in such a shape, and put to the people 
under such motives, that it is considered here not 
safe or prudent, from political considerations, to 
oppose it. Sir, 1 am opposed to it—utterly ap- | 
vosed to it; and I propose, not in a long ino, 
yut a brief one, to address myself to the question, | 
when it does come up; and I wantittocome. I 
am not for skulking this question—and I use that 
word in no offensive sense, because I do not sup- 
pose that anybody is; but I, for one, am not for | 
skulking from any responsibility in regard to this | 
question, or any other. 

Sir, the people whom I represent are opposed 
to this measure, utterly opposed to it; but whilst 
they are opposed to it, they are not opposed to it 
because they are opposed to all acquisitions of 
territory. I donot take that ground. I propose, 
when a fit occasion comes, to shaw to you—it 
seems to me rather absurd to have to talk geog- 
raphy here, and I may be excused if I refer to a 
geographical fact—I propose to show to the coun- 
try and to the Senate this geographical fact: that | 
if there are any considerations relating to the de- | 
fense of the country; if there are any considera- 
tions of a military character, which require the 
occupation of Cuba, there are the same consider- 
ations, multiplied a hundred degrees, that require 
the annexation of another country than Cuba. I 
propose to point you to the atlas, and show a great 
riverentering the North American continent, and 
running back, connecting with the great lakes, | 
opening the whole continent to the easy approach 
of the most gigantic Power of the earth. I pro- 
pose to show you, sir, that by reannexing the | 
provinces of Canada to this country, and building | 
a single fortification below Quebec, on the St. 
Lawrence river, whichcan be very easily done, 
we shall dispense forever hereafter with any naval | 
armament upon any of our great lakes. And, sir, | 
give us these $30,000,000 that you know you can- 
not do anything with in the way of annexing 
Cuba; give us that, and [ will furnish you respons- 
ible contractors in ninety days to annex Canada, | 
and hold it until you give it away by negotiation | 
afterwards. [Laughter.]} 

Mr. BENJAMIN. lam exceedingly glad to 
hear from the honorable Senator from Maine 
that he is going to assist in getting this bill up for 
debate. 

Mr. HALE. I live in New Hampshire, four 
miles from the line of Maine; that is all. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Iam exceedingly glad that 
we are going to have a discussion on this bill; 
and I shall be very glad to meet the Senator in 
his discussion about annexation, either North or | 
South. I do hold, sir, that this whole question 
of the foreign relations of the country, at the pres- | 
ent moment, - 
important, thatcan be brought to the consideration 
of the Senate and the country; and I trust that 
there may be some opportunity for a full and free 
debate on it. 


out, as he says; and I think that, when it is 
brought to the country in its true colors, when | 
all the considerations applicable to it are brought 
before the country, so that the people can prop- | 
erly understand them, they will make then a wise 
anid judicipes selection between the gentleman’s 
proposition for contracting to take Canada for 
$30,000,000, within ninety days, and that for ac- 
quiring the Island of Cuba, which | believe to be 
perfectly now within our power. | 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I shall listen 
with great interest, and doubtless instruction, to 
the debate which is promised us on the part of | 
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. ie ) - : 
Will the Senator inform me whether he has their | at half past twelve o’clock, for the 


| because it was made a special order. 
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u 
doing justice to ourselves, and doing justine : 
Spain, and get that out of the way. F 
Jam the more induced to do it, because la 
aware that an honorable Senator from the State of 
Connecticut [Mr. Dixon] has examined the nh. 
ject with some care in the view which he and his 
friends take of it, and it would be very desirable as 
a matter of convenience to him, that he should be 
heard. The bill has got off the Private Calendar 
I will sa 
to the Senate that I will not debate it if the Sen- 
ate will take a vote on it. I will hear that Sen- 
ator with great pleasure. I have no doubt he 


| will do justice to the side on which he stands; but 


I shall trust to the report which has been made 
from the Committee on Foreign Relations, in ad. 
vocacy of the claim. I hope then, by genera] 
consent, we shall be permitted to take it Up at 


half past twelve o’clock on Friday. 


Mr. SEWARD. I must be allowed to say a 


word on that proposition, sir. If it were true 


| that the disposition of the Amistad case would 


facilitate the present passage of the bill which has 
been introduced here by the Committee on For. 
eign Relations to put $30,000,000 at the disposi- 
tion of the President of the United States, that 
would only be to add an additional reasoning to 
the many which I have, why I should be opposed 
to the passage of the Amistad bill. It is with 
reluctance that I object to taking it up, and more 


especially, since my honorable friend from Con- 


necticut is expected to be favored with an oppor- 
tunity of speaking upon the subject. Still f think 
it the most atrocious act of legislation which the 
Senate could possibly adopt; and I therefore am 


| bound, when it shall come up, to attempt to ex- 


pose it on behalf of the minority of the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations, who have protested 
against it from the first until now, and expect to 
meet it at all times, and on all occasions. 

At this stage of the session, with only twenty- 
three or twenty-four days before us; with the 
great question how we are to raise the revenue, 
or to make the revenue of the next year meet the 
expenditures of the year, entirely undetermined, 
with no majority in either House, and with no 
Administration to guide us through that difficulty, 


| I confess what seems to me the paramount duty 


is the most Interesting, the most || 


I am anxious to give the Senator || 
from New York [Mr. Sewarp] every opportu. || 
nity of discussing it, top and bottom, inside and 


of Congress is to confine its attention chiefly to 
that great subject until we shall be prepared both 
to retrench the expenditures of the Government, 
and to provide revenue so as to arrest the expend- 
itures of the public money. We are to-day put- 
ting up two hundred columns in front of the 
Treasury building, at a cost of $2,000 a piece, to 
ornament the public buildings of the national cap- 
ital, saying nothing about what we are doing 
here in the improvement and enlargement of the 
Capitol and the water-works; and to-day we are 
paying five per cent upon every $2,000, the cost 
of every column of that work. 1 think that in- 
stead of contriving how we can in the easiest 
way borrow $30,000,000 to put in the hands of 
the President, we had better begin to see how to 
arrest expenditure and to bring the revenues of 
the Government up to the standard of our ex- 
penses, and at the same time do something to- 


| wards reviying the stagnant industry of the coun- 


|| try. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


is On postponing all prior orders and proceeding 


| to the consideration of the bill designated by the 


Senator from Louisiana. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I feel disposed to say a 


| word, sir, on the subject of taking up this bill. I 
| trust that it will not be taken up, although it 


those who think the immediate acquisition of || 


Cuba so important to the country, and I shall 


throw no obstruction in its way; but I submit to |) 


the honorable Senator who has charge of this bill, 
and to others who think with him of the import- 
anve of the immediate acquisition of Cuba, to aid 


| me in removing one little obstruction out of the 


way, which, small as it may be, yet may be found | 
one of some importance when they come to ne- | 
gotiate about Cuba. I mean the Amistad bill— | 
that claim which Spain has had upon the honor | 
of this country for nearly twenty years; and I | 


| would ask those gentlemen to permit me on Fri- | 
' day, which is private bill day, to call up the bill | 


seems that my honorable friend from New Hamp- 
shire having prepared himself to contest it, is in 
favor of having it come up at the earliest moment. 
1 see no object in bringing it up at all, except to 
enable gentlemen to make speeches on it to go 
before the country. I would suggest to my friend 
from Louisiana [Mr. Bensamin] that although 


this matter is to be discussed for the benefit of 


the country; that is to say, for the benefit of the 
elections that may be approaching; there are but 
three weeks left of this session, and gentlemen 
talk of bringing up measures which they know 
very well cannot get into the shape of legislation 
at this period, when we have question after ques- 
tion of ordinary business, quite as much as we 
can attend to, crowded upon us at the very heel 
of the session. 
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" ‘The honorable Senator from Virginia talks | himself at liberty to lend any aid to me, or to 
,bout the Amistad case as one standing in the || those with whom I act, to bring up this question, 
wa¥ of the acquisition of Cuba. I agree with || because of its peculiar character. 

my friend from New York, that ifa trifling mat- || Mr. FESSENDEN. Will the Senator excuse 
ver of that sort has in reality such an effect, I | me a moment? 
would keep the Amistad bill in its present D08I- || Mr. MASON. 
tion just as long as possible; I would not aid in || pleasure. 
bringing it up at thistime. I know enough of || Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not know what hal- 
my honorable friend from Connecticut to be per- |) lucination is running through the mind of the Sen- 


Certainly; I yield with great 


foetly aware that if he is ready to speak on it, he ator; but it is clearly one. 


I intimated no such 
would infinitely prefer that he never should have || thing in any shape or form—not in the slightest 


the occasion to speak upon it by having it brought | possible degree; and | said nothing which the 
yo here; and I know that if there is any class of || Senator could construe into that, unless he is la- 
senators here (which I cannot believe) who de- || boring under an entire misapprehension of what 
sire to have measures come up to which theyare || I did say. I said this, and | say it again: my 
opposed, for the sake of speaking on them, my || friend from Connecticut did not understand me 
friend from Connecticut, at any rate, is not one || as the Senator from Virginia does. 1 know that 


of them. Now, sir, 1 never promise to speak on | my friend from Connecticut, although he might 
any question, because 1 do not know whether I 


| be prepared to speak on this question, and speak 
should have the ability to perform the promise || against the bill, (which I know he is if he speaks 


if | made it; and I ama little careful, therefore, || at all,) would much rather forego the speech than 
how | promise. 1 infinitely prefer that the Amis- || have the bill taken up at all; and I have no doubt 
tad claam—which the honorable Senator from Vir- | he would. That is all. 

cinia speaks of as a debt of honor to Spain, but'| Mr. DIXON. Mr. President 


| Mr. MASON. The Senator from Connecticut 





which I consider an utter rascality in its very || 


nature—never should come up in any shape or || will allow me to go on; I will yield him the floor 
form. If itdoes come up, I may have something || directly. What I meant to do was simply this: 
to say about it, or I may not. 1 certainly am || to call upon those gentlemen with whom I act to 
desirous that it never should present itself, for I || take up this bill as an act of justice to the Gov- 
really look upon it in the light of a claim that || ernment of Spain, and to this Government. In 
presents itself with the utter absence of any merit, || connection with it, 1 used the name of the honor- 
or any honor of any kind or description. That || able Senator from Connecticut only to declare that 
is the view I take of it. || he had done me the honor to say that he designed 

It is perfectly well known that if that question || speaking upon it; that he had prepared himself 
does come up, it must lead toa protracted debate; || to oppose the bill; and I used his name in con- 
that it can be attended with no result; for, if the | nection with it only to say that | would hear him 
bill passes through the Senate, it cannot pass the || with great pleasure, but should not reply, from 
House at this session of Congress. The same is || an anxiety to get a vote, and to assure the Sen- 
true of the Cuba bill. If they come up here for || ate that I do not mean to occupy the time of the 
debate, we have nothing but debate; and, as I said || Senate on the subject. Having done that, I did 
before, there is time enough for both these ques- || think, and I think without any hallucination yet, 
tions before the important elections which may || I understood the honorable Senator from Maine 
be approaching. They will keep; and we shall || to place that honorable Senator in a position of 
have time to speak upon them hereafter without || disability to explain himself. 
crowding them upon the business of this closing || Mr. FESSENDEN. He can speak for him- 
period of the session of Congress. || self on that subject. 

Sir, I almost despair of having anything done || Mr. DIXON. I have-only to say, Mr. Presi- 
in reference to the revenues at this session; and I || dent, that I have no desire, one way or the other, 
see, or think I see, in the future, difficulties that || with regard to taking up the Amistad bill. | 
we are to have, as individuals, in coming here to || think it can be shown that the claim is entirely 
actupon important questions at a season of the | unfounded; that it is unjust; and I believe the 
year when we would gladly be elsewhere; but |’ Senate will be convinced that it ought not to be 
there is time enough left to us at this session todo || paid. I have no fear of meeting it; but have no 
something. There is time enough to get through |i desire that it shall be taken up, one way or the 
with the pressing business of the session, if we || other. 
are disposed to do it. We have time enough to|| Mr. MASON. I will call it up if I can. 
dispose of the appropriation bills, and other bills || Mr. BENJAMIN. I merely desire to say one 
that are before us awaiting our action, that are || word, to guard against misapprehension. If the 


practicable, that do not call for mere debate and || Senator from Maine supposes that I desire the bill. 


talk. Why then not take them up in their order, |! in relation to Cuba to be taken up, simply for the 
or take them up as we can get them up, and dis- || purpose of having the bill discussed, and the dis- 
ose of them first; and then, if we have any time || cussion go out to the country without any result, 
eft for the Amistad question and the Cuba ques- || he misunderstood me. I expect the bill to pass at 
tion, we can take them up afterwards, and have || this session, and to result in the acquisition of 
all the addresses we wish to make for the country || Cuba. That is the reason why I support it. 
on subjects of that description ? | Mr. HALE. I want to saya single word in 
I hope my friend from New Hampshire will || answer to a remark that fel! from my friend from 
reverse his decision, and will not vote to bring || Maine. He intimated that I wanted the Cuba 
this question up until he is compelled to do so; not | bill to come up for the purpose of making a speech 
that anybody supposes that we shrink from meet- || that I had prepared on this subject. I can say to 
ing questions of this description before the coun- || the Senator and to the Senate, { have prepared no 
try. Ido notfor one. I am willing to listen, if || speech upon it. If the thing is taken up, I shall 
Ido not speak. lam willing to vote, at least, || speak with such preparation as I can give to it; 
upon these subjects, whenever I am brought to a || and I shall have to devote to it more labor than 1 
vote on them, and to express my opinion on them |, am desirous ofexpending on the subject this ses- 
beferehand, if necessary. All that we who stand | sion. I willrepeat what I said before, and I call 
in Opposition, at any rate, to these measures have || the attention of the political friends with whom 
to do is not to aid in bringing them up ata period || it is my pleasure to act, and whom it is my pleas- 
so late in the session as this, when there are many | ure tc lead where they follow—[laughter]—well, 
things else to be done for the benefit of the coun- || I made a blunder, sir;+l take it back—my pleas- 
try, much that we ought to do. I hope, there- | ure to follow where they lead. [Laughter.] Take 
fore, that neither of these motions will prevail. || it that way. I say, sir, that I have received let- 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I should be very || ters to-day from the State of New Hampshire, 
sorry if my proposition to call up the case of the || from some of my potitical friends, in whose judg- 
Amistad on Friday morning, using, in connection || ment I have great confidence, and whom | always 
with it, what I presumed to be the convenience | follow, let them lead where they will, and they 
of the honorable Senator from Connecticut, has || tell me that the sentiment there is that this ques- 
placed it in the power of his political associates, | tion is demoralizing the Republican party in this 
who, | presume, are also his political friends, to || country, and that they dare not meetit. I know 
drive him, because of that connection, into any | that they will look upon it, and they so write to 
Sort of disparagement with his constituents. I | me, as a great measure that is got up not so much 
understood the honorable Senator from Maine, || for the acquisition of Cuba as for the acquisition 
who has just taken his seat, to express some doubt \| of this country in the next presidential election. 
whether the Senator from Connecticut would feel || That ts the way they look upon it. 
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Sir, I presume you have read the Arabian 
Nights; and if you have, you may have read an 
account of some sovereign who had received a 
mortal wound, under which he languished, and 
that he was kept in life year after year and year 
after year, by the assiduous attention of his nurse, 
who, every now and then, had to administer some 
extraordinary tonic to keep him in life. Now, sir, 
the Democratic party in this country occupies just 
exactly the position of that eastern sovereign, In 
1840, they received their death wound, and they 
have only lived a spasmodic life ever since. 
[Laughter.] They have been kept alive by tonics 
and stimulants. They took the annexation of 
Texas, and that was a very salutary dose. It gave 
tuem newlife. Then they bave taken various meas- 
ures, until they have run out all the ordinary nos- 
trums that are advertised in the catalogue of patent 
political medicines;and there has been a Cabinet 
council got together, and they recommend now a 
strong dose of Cuba as the only thing by which 
the party can possibly survive another presiden- 
tial election. [Laughter.]} 

That is the way my political friends look upon 
itin New Hampshire; and, sir, | confess that [ 
very much concur in the view which they take 
of it. Looking upon it in that way, they think 
that it implies a lack of courage anda lack of con- 
fidence in the discernment of the people to avoid 
this discussion. I do not belong to the Adminis- 
tration party here; though I have had to defend 
this Administration against its friends a number 
of times. [Laughter.] I did it last session on the 
Army bill. In fact, I do not know that there is 
an Administration party on this floor. I under- 
stand it is given outin high quarters that Mr. 

Suchanan has joined the Opposition; and that 
may possibly be the reason why he was not in- 
vited into the Democratic caucus, and had nota 
chance to be heard there. [Laughter.] Or, per- 
haps, it was because the Administration was 
against him, and he had, like the historical Doge 
of Venice, been plotting against his own Admin- 
istration. Ido not belong to the Administration 
party, and I do not belong to the majority in this 
Senate lam emphatic in saying that now, be- 
cause I do not know long! can be justified with 
truth in saying it. I take it, however, that this 
is the measure of the Administration and its 
friends; for in my unsophisticated observation of 
what has occurred upon the floor of the Senate 


| since this Administration has been in power, I 


have thought that if there was a single member of 
the Senate who spoke the views of Mr. Buchanan 
more clearly, more emphatically, more decidedly, 
and more—something beyond what my friend 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Biever] would call 
** semi-officially,’’ it was the Senator from Loui- 
siana, [Mr. Sipe. ] 

I may have done him injustice; or, rather, I 
may have done him more than justice, not injus- 
tice. That has been the way it has struck me. 
Well, sir, when I saw that gentleman occupying 
this official and confidential relation to the Presi- 
dent, as { have certainly supposed that he has, 
coming forward and asking fur the consideration 
of this measure, and urging it, I took it to be the 
exposition of the way in which the Administra- 
tion proposes te administer the Government, and 
that we should be called a facfious opposition, 
and be accused of throwing impediments in the 
way of a fair and honest administration of the 
Government by the Executive, if we failed to give 
this Executive measure fair consideration. ‘The 
President, in his message, recommends it from 
motives of the highest humanity, in opposition 
to the views that have been expressed, not far 
from here,in regard to the reopening of the Afri- 
can slave trade. When Mr. Buchanan, from the 
impulses of his benevolence and from the pious 
purposes of his philanthropic heart, desires to 
throw the force of his administration tn the way 
of reopening the slave trade by the acquisition of 
Cuba, Lam not disposed to shrink from the ex- 
amination of that question; and | beg my friend 
from Maine to do me the justice to believe that 
it is not for making any display of myself on 
this occasion. 

I say, sir, with the honorable Senator from 
Louisiana, (Mr. Bensamtn,] itis a great question. 
It is the question upon which are suspended the 
destinies of this nation. I look upon it as a meas- 
ure fraught with incalculable mischief. I look 
upon itas a new era in the history of the country. 
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I look upon it as inaugurating a new policy, fatal || merely my own sentiments, and to say to my | 
friends on this side of the Chamber, that if this | 


{fo our progress and even to our existence. But, 
sir, looking upon it in that way, when its friends 
put it crenel 

time of the session be what itmay, we should go 
home subject and liable to that reproach which 
my friend writes to me from the little State of New 
Hampshire we are laboring under in that State, 
if we refused to take up the glove of debate which 
has been thrown down to us. Sir, let it come; 


and let this great question, so full of interest, so | 
full of consequences that are to be developed, | 


not in the future butin our own day, be discussed 
in all its amplitude, 
to our constituents subject to the reproach which 
they tell me we are already laboring under, if we 


shrink from meeting and discussing this question. | 
If an extra session of Congress is to be the 


consequence, | can assure my honorable friend 
from Maine, that 1 know there is not a member 
on this floor who would deprecate it more than 
I would. I know there is not a member on 
this oor upon whom it would impose more per- 
sonal inconvenience than it would upon myself. 
Sull, rather than suffer under the reproach and 
the opprobriam which must be my lot, if I seek 
to avoid a fair discussion of the merits of this 
question, | will consent, even at the hazard of an 
extra session of Congress, to meet this question, 
and to meet it as becomes a man and a Senator; 
and | hope that I need not again repeat that 
it 18 from no desire to discuss this question my- 
self. If my honorable friend from Maine would 
ledge us that he would bring his gigantic intel- 
ot and his great powers of scrutiny and analy- 
sis to bear upon this question, | would willingly 
sitand listen; but | protest, for one, that I will 
not put myself in the way of having the impu- 
tation raised upon me of avoiding the question. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I seem to be under the 
necessity of making explanations all around off 
account of the few words I unfortunately spoke 
this morning, in relation to this matter. I find 
that my friend from New Hampshire understood 
me perfectly well before, and does now; and l 
have nothing to say to him, except this: I have 
no fear at all, and thank God I never have, of 
being misjudged by my constituents, because I 
speak for them, or because | hold my peace. 
They are a tolerably sensible people in New Eng- 
land, sir; and if we vote not to take up this meas- 
ure, | suppose they will have the common sense 
to know that it is because we think it best not to 
have it come up, and they will be satisfied with 
that. My friend deprecates it as fraught with the 
most horrible evils that could possibly be inflicted | 


upon this country if it shall become a law and the || 


thing consummated; and yet, | beg leave to ask 
him how the evil can be inflicted if it never comes 
up for debate? As long as itis kept off, or keeps 
itself off, we are in ne particular danger of all 
those terrible evils of which the Senator speaks. 

Now, sir, | do not attempt to conceal anything 
with reference to this matter. I only rose for the 
purpose of saying again, that | have no fear of 
being misjudged at home. The people of New | 
England understand the quality of the Republi- 
can Senators here. I do not suppose anybody 
will accuse us of being afraid to express our sen- 
tuments upon this question, or any other. Lam 
in vO apprehension on that ground, so far as lam 
concerned; and that is no reason, I beg leave to 
say again, Why, at this particular juncture, we, 
on this side of the Chamber, should lend our aid 
to get up a measure which we believe to be ne- 
cessarily injurious, yea, destructive in its results, 
if at shall ever be consummated, when all the 
business of the session is before us to be accom- 
plished, and everybody is looking on with a de- 
sire that we shall do something w the ordinary 
line of our duty. That is all I said. 

i did not mean to accuse my friend of desiring 
to get this bill up for the salee of making a speech 
that he had prepared. 
Umated that he was ready to speak; but that was 
no reason why the matier should be taken up out 
of place, and no reason why we should lend our | 
aid to get it up. That is all. I know that my | 
friend has too great facility for speaking on any 
subject to have any desire that any particular 
question should come up at any particular time. 
DSpenking is no trouble to him, and therefore tt 1s 
hoe object, certainly, with him to bring up this 
guestivn, that, or the other. 1 rose to speak 


as they do, 1 think that, let the | 


I say, we should go home | 


' upon the record, 


matter is to come before the Senate aud interfere 
with the whole order and course of business, I 
hope we shall not lend our votes to accomplish it. 
I certainly shall not mine. 


Mr. SLIDELL. 
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I wish to say a single word || 


in response to what fell from the Senator from 


New Hampshire. I took occasion, some few days 
since, in reply to an intimation that this was a 
measure which the Executive had very much at 


heart, to say that I had never consulted with him | 


before bringing in the bill which was referred to 


the Committee on Foreign Relations, or in regard | 


to the report which was made upon it. I have 
never consulted him as to the course of strategy 


to be pursued to accomplish the passage of the | 


bill or any of these details. 
be an unworthy affectation on my part to say that 


It would, however, | 


I was not perfectly persuaded that the President | 


' does desire, sincerely desire, that this bill should 
1 infer that, not from anything that he has | 


pass. [i 
said particularly to me more than to others, but 


from the tenor of his message, and because this | 


bill ig in exact conformity with the spirit of his 
recommendation. 


| Now one word more as to the personal relations || 
that the Senator from New Hampshire hasthought | 


proper to attribute to me; whether meant in the 
form of censure or applause, I do not know, but 
probably in a friendly spirit. I can say that my 
relations personal and political with the President 
are not of a more friendly character than I hope 
characterizes those relations towards him on the 
part of a great many of my colleagues in the 
Senate. 

1 will say further, that nothing has ever fallen 
from me, here or elsewhere, to authorize the im- 
putation that I assume to be his particular organ, 


and to enjoy his particular confidence, or in any | 
degree to be more responsible for his action, or | 


more bound to follow his recommendations and 
approve his measures, than any other gentleman 
who habitually acts with me on this floor. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, in regard to 
this question which seems to divide the two sides 
of the House in some degree, | wish, after all the 
debate which has taken place, to put myself right 
If there is one member of this 
Senate, or if there are forty members, who are in 


favor of the passage of a bill to give the President | 


of the United States $3/,000,000 for the purpose 
»roposed, I know that he will vote for this bill; 

know that they will vote for the bill; that the 
proposition to take it up now will secure the vote 
of every sincere and earnest advocate of the meas- 
ure. If my vote should be found ranged with 
those, | know of no way in which it could be in- 
terpreted, except that | myself was in favor of 
the same measure. It isa simple rule with me 


always Lo vote, in every stage, in favor of a meas- | 
ure that I think a proper one, and at every stage | 
to vote against it, if | think it an improper one, | 


much more an erroneous or injurious one. 





So far as political advantage is expected to ac- | 


crue from the discussions of this bill, it is worthy 
of serious consideration whether each side of the 
House is right in anticipating that it will derive 
great advantage from that debate. One side cer- 
tainly willderive it, and the other will not. Now, 
I agree with my honorable friend from New 
Hampshire, that no good is going to result to the 
Democratic party from this debate; but I must 
confess that | have some respect for their judg- 
ments and opinions, since it is so clearly under- 


stood that they do expect to derive some political | 


advantage from it; and | am inclined, for that rea- 


son, if the subject is brought up here so that they | 


may attempt to gain that advantage, it shall be 
done only by means of thgir own votes, and not 
with the aid of mine. 


Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, I desire to 


| make a brief explanation of the vote I shall feel | 
I only said that he had in- |) 


called upon to give in this case. I am inclined to | 
staud with the Senator from Virginia, who has | 
charge of the appropriation bill, if he adheres to | 


that bill. I consider the appropriation bill as 
a bill of the first importance and first moment, 


especially at this stage of the session; and, as he | 


will be held responsible by the country and by 
the Senate for our action upon that, | will stand 
by him while he adheres to that bill. If, on the 
contrary, it is considered wise and proper, on 
this occasion, to postpone that bill, to let it give 


| appropriation bill separately; but when | ¢ 


|| Shall be satisfied that they cannot get along 


|| L wish it to be so understood. 


|| not understand the facts alike. 
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way and call up the other bill, then | 

with the honorable Senator from Louisiana 

| Mr. HUNTER. In regard to that matter, | 
should have been very glad to have carried oy the 


} ° ound 
that this matter was to be united to that, | though 


it was best for the public interests of the country 
to let this be taken up first; and, after the Senay, 


: : with 
it, then, perhaps, they will let me take up the ap. 
propriation bill. It will then be out of my way 
Mr. COLLAMER. Mr. President, this ques. 
tion of the order of business is ordinarily rat,, 
a troublesome affair, and it is annoying to speng 
| many words about it. It does not seem to be os 
much use to do so; but I will say, that if the chaiy. 
man of the Committee on Finance, who has 
always, by the usage of this body, the right t) 
insist first of all upon his appropriation bills, jp 
which he is generally sustained by the Senatp 
| chooses to give way for the purpose of puttine 
forward and giving preference to this Cuba jj), 
I trust I am ask. 
ing for nothing unreasonable in this. If he wi 
have Cuba, he must have Cuba for this session, 
| and get on with the appropriation bills as well as 
| he can; for if we begin discussion on that subject, 
we must go on with it; we must play out the play, 
I apprise the gentleman now, in season, that lie 


‘|| may have his choice. 


Mr. HUNTER. In reply to that, I have to 
say, that | have to choose between this Cuba bi! 
as aseparate measure, or the Cuba bill as attached 
to the appropriation bills. I much prefer that i: 
| should be a separate measure. It will be for the 
Senate to determine, after it has been discussed g 
day or two, whether they will not take up the 
eperepreecee bills in preference. I think, there. 
| fore, | shall do better to wait. The Senator, of 
course, will vote as he pleases. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The gentleman and I do 
He knows, and 
| | know, and I take itit is perfectly understood, it 
cannot be moved as an amendment to the appro- 
| priation bill, unless the Senator from Louisiana 
gets the order of his committee, which he himself 
disavows having. He says he has not gotit. 

Mr. HUNFER. [I talked with another men- 
ber of that committee, the Senator from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Crirrenpen,] yesterday, and I am con- 
vinced he will get the order of the committee. 

Mr. COLLAMER. That isimmaterial. He 
has not gotit yet. He says he has not got it, 
We need not anticipate it. It does not stand in 
the way of the appropriation bill now. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. One word in relation to 
the taking up of this bill. For myself, I confess, 
if the discussion of the Cuba question is to come 
on at the present session, | am anxious that it 
should come on early that it may be discussed, 
and discussed fully; but as I look upon the prop- 
osition at this time to attempt to acquire Cuba 
as wholly impracticable, and as coming to no re- 
sult, even if the bill should pass, I shall vote with 
my friends on this side of the Chamber against 
postponing all prior orders for the purpose of 
taking up the bill. But I must say, however, that 
1 look upon it rather in the light of an attempt to 
change the pleadings, if | may use the expression, 
in preparation of the grand presidential issue 
which is to come off in 1860; and that, as an in- 
dividual, I confess that Lam ready to join in the 
work of forming that issue, and forming it now 

I desire that the honorable Senator from Louis- 
iana should understand that when we come to tie 
making up of the pleadings for that great issue, 
we shall expect to take part in its formation; and 
that it will not be for us on this side of the Cham- 
ber always to wait for those leading upon the 
other side, to choose their own battle ground; 
decide when and where they will strike the blow; 
that on this side of the Chamber the organization, 
whichis now ranged under the name of the Re- 
publican party of this country, is no mere op)o- 
sition party; no mere Whig party, or Federal 

arty, to oppose everything and propose nothing. 
They will find that the Republican party of to-day 
is a living organization—the reorganized Democ- 
racy of the United States; and they will find, in 
the formation of the issue for }860, and in the trial 
of that issue, there are blows to take as well as 
blows to give. ; 

That battle will not be fought upon any mere 
| side issue or impracticable issue like the present 
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1859. ; See 


attempt to acquire Cuba; but upon thatall-absorb- 
ing issue Which the progress of events is pressing 


ypon Us, and which must be met; which youcan- | 


pot avoid if you would; which, for one, | would 
never seek to avoid if L could. In the formation 
ofthat issue, let us advise our friends on the other 
side that we are ready, at any time, and at any 
moment, to join in making up the pleadings for 
che creat struggle of 1860. 

~ We understand all this. It is as transparent as 
the merest gauze covering in the world. It can 
he seen through by any man who understands 


human nature, as easy as we can look through a | 
iadder. There is no prospect, no hope, of acquir- | 


ing Cuba at this time and in this way. The very 
nroposition contained in your bill was contained 
in the President’s message. It has already gone 
to the Spanish Government and been rejected by 
the Crown; rejected by the ministry; rejected by 


parties; not only as a thing not to be entertained, 
but as a thing which would be regarded as an of- 
ferse, aS an insult, to the Government and people 
of Spain. 

| donot look upon this proposition now as one 
tending towards the acquisition of Cuba. It tends 
directly to thecontrary result. If I were the friend 


of the acquisition of Cuba at the very earliest mo- || 


ment, | would pot vote for the proposition con- 
tained in this bill to appropriate $30,000,000, and 
put it in the power of the President to use it at 
jis pleasure, When the Spanish Government has 
unanimously rejected the proposition already. It 
ean only be looked upon as a proposition to put 
$30,000,000 into the hands of the President, to be 


used as secret-service money to bribe the officials | 


of Spain to go into a treaty which, in their legis- 
lative capacity, they have absolutely and unani- 
mously rejected. 

But, sir, as I said, looking upon this proposi- 
tion as preparing the issue for 1860, it is entided 
to some consideration; and, for one, I do not care 
how soon the issue is formed. I am ready to go 
into it now, to take up this question, and help to 
form the issue for 1860. We understand there is 
agreat suit going on in this country, a kind of 
ejectment suit, and it is coming off in 1860 before 
the grand jury of inquest. We know where we 
stand; we know what principles we are going for; 
we know what Federal usurpations we are going 
against; we know that to-day it is true as Holy 
Writ, that the Administration in power, judged 
by its measures and its policy, is but a Federal 
Administratiion—Federal in all its notions, in all 
its operations. It is steeped and dyed in Federal- 
ism to such an extent that if it were possible for 
the spirits of the departed to take cognizance of 
what is now transpiring, the very bones of old 
Jolin Adams would rattle in the grave at the meas- 
ures put forward by the chief of this Administra- 
tion. On the other hand, the Republican party 
of to-day, standing on the platform of Jefferson— 
identical in name, in principle, and in policy, 
with the Republican party of 1800—rallying the 
masses of the people of this country to its stand- 
ard, are marching onward and onward to victory. 
They are not afraid to join issue with you in re- 
lation to this attempt to purchase Cuba, or in re- 
lation to anything else. The sooner the issue is 
made the better. It will be no Texas issue, you 
will find. 

_ But, sir, looking upon this measure as one wholly 
impracticable—as one so far from being calculated 
to acquire Cuba, that it is more likely to compel 
Spain, in a moment of exasperation, to enter into 
a treaty (perhaps she has already) with England 
and France, by which she will bind herself under 
no circumstances, for no consideration, ever to 
cede that island to the United States—looking 
upon itin that light, I shall vote with my friends 
on this side of the Chamber, against the taking 
itup at the present time. But if, on the other 
side of the Chamber, they are determined it shall 
come up, and shall outvote us, I am, for one, 
ready to meet the question—to meet it now, and 
join in making up the issue. We will join that 
issue, however, upon the living issue of the pres- 
ent—the actual, practical issue of our day and 
generation, which is, until it is settled, to override 
all other issues in this country; and which tends 
to the solution of the two great questions on the 
American continent, wortiy of the consideration 
of American statesmen; one is the solution of the 
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of the Africo-American question. In the solution 


| of these great questions the men of our own race, 


from the temperate zones of the Old World, ming- 
ling with us and being Americanized, will hold, 


| in the end, exclusive possession of the temperate 


zones of the New; while the descendants of the 
man of the tropics of the Old World now among 


| us will find their homesin the tropics of the New; 


| is no degradation. 


the Cortes—unanimously rejected; rejected by all | 


and, sir, they wiil not go there as slaves, but as 
freemen, to live among freemen, and where color 
They will go, under our in- 
strumentality, not to overturn the Governments to 
which they emigrate, but to aid in developing the 
most productive regions of the whole earth. This 
question is pressing upon us now. You cannot 
postpone it long, if you would. It is in the prog- 


|| ress of events, and it must come on; and for one 


I say, let its discussion come on. 

I did not intend, Mr. President, when I rose, 
to be betrayed or drawn into any speech or take 
any time of the Senate, but simply to explain the 
views which would govern me in relation to the 
vote which I now give, and to say that, while I 
am willing to go into this discussion, and to go 
into it at once, I shall feel constrained to vote 


| with my friends on this side of the Chamber in 


| 


| 








| of them is before the country. 


| Opposition to the taking up of the bill at the pres- 


ent time; lest, by a different vote, I should appear 
to favor the proposition itself. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, the last session 
of Congress was consumed in discussions grow- 
ing out of the Lecompton constitution. From 
Congress we went home to the people. Those 
discussions were there renewed; and the result 
We came here at 
this short session—we, at least, on this side of 


i}; the Chamber—with the earnest and sincere de- 


sire to attend to the legitimate interests of the 


| country. We have not thrust into this Chamber 


| any unnecessary discussions growing out of the 


question of slavery, either in the Territories or 
in any form whatsoever, before the country. We 
looked, and the people looked, to the Congress of 
the United States to settle, at this session, the 

uestions growing out of the revenue system and 


| the expenses of the Government. 


| 


' 


| 
| 
| 


Sir, when we saw the President of the United 


| States accept the oath of office, upon the eastern 
| portico of the Capitol, on the 4th of March, 1857, 


there was in the Treasury of the United States 
a surplus of $25,000,000. ‘T'wo years have not 
yet passed away, and those $25,000,000 have 
been expended; all the receipts of the ‘Treasury 
in the meanwhile have been expended also, and 
$40,000,000 borrowed to meet the current ex- 
penses of thisGovernment. That is the position of 
this country to-day; and we are now summoned 
to prepare means to carry on the Government dur- 
ing the next fiscal year, and to meet $20,000,000 
of Treasury notes due in the course of a few 


| months. We have but nineteen working days of 


this session left, in which to perform that labor. 


| Well, sir, to-day we have listened to the Senator 


from Georgia, who has demonstrated the fact that 
the expenditures of this Administration have been 
carried up $20,000,000 over the expenditures of 
the Administration of President Pierce. He has 
demonstrated the extravagance, the unbounded 
and reckless extravagance, of the present Admin- 


| istration; and has told us further that we can re- 
| trench its expenditures, that we can reform its 


| 
| 


} 
j 





of $40,000,000. 


abuses. I agree with the Senator from Georgia, 
that we can reduce, and ought to reduce, the 
estimated expenditures of the next year from 
$75,000,000 to $60,000,000 or $65,000,000. We 


| oughtto have a comprehensive system ofretrench- 


ment, not only proposed, but carried through. All 


| this work is before us; but even with the proposed 


reduction of appropriations, you must prepare to 
meet $20,000,000 of Treasury notes due during 
the coming year. You must provide additional 
means even, to carry on your Government at the 
annual rate of $60,000,000. The interests of the 


| country require that the brief remainder of this 


session should be devoted to the consideration of 
these great fiscal questions. I say, sir, that our 
condition in regard to the Treasury Department 
is not creditable. Weought not to float along in 
this way. 

It was an old and sound Democratic doctrine 
that we should not incur a national debt, but yet 
within two years we have piled up a national debt 
You have millions of extraor- 


| and to judge it according to its acts. 
|| session of Congress, under the dictation of a few 
| ultra slaveholding States, Mr. Buchanan accepted 
| the Lecompton issue as the chief measure of the 
| Administration. 


| one end of the Union to the other. 
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that must yet be met in some way, growing out 
of your Indian wars in the Territories. You have 
an expedition that has gone to South America, 
which may impose an expenditure of millions 
which we cannot estimate to-day. And in view 
of these facts, I say, sir, that it is a duty imper- 
ative upon us during the next nineteen days, to 
provide means for meeting at least the necessary 
and current disbursements of the Government. 
Sir, upon this side of the Chamber we are ready, 
and have been ready all this session, to follow 
where you choose to lead in reducing the expendi- 
tures. 

We are ready to address ourselves at any mo- 


' ment to the consideration of these questions of 


increasing the means to meet the wants of the 
Treasury, and of reducing those wants ten or fif- 
teen million dollars, as they ought to be reduced. 

We have other measures before us—measures 
of great importance to the country. We have in 
Congress some five hundred bills of a private 
character. I am no great advocate for private 
claims. The longer I sit here, the more satisfied 
I become that the great mass of the claims that 
come before Congress ought to be rejected; but 
there are claims that are just, and we ought to 
meet them, and settle them, like honest and hon- 
orable men. We will not allow the Government 
of the United States to be sued; persons come here 
with claims upon us, and we fail to address our- 
selves, as we should do, to their examination and 
setllement. While we act thus, we must certainly 
expect unjustand extravagant claims to be throng- 
ing in upon us. If we met these questions as we 
should, we should have, by no means, so many 
old and extravagant claims thrust forward for con- 
sideration. 

Now, sir, this being our position, I say it is 
the height of folly to intrude into this body the 
discussion of this gigantic joke, this proposal to 
place in the hands of the President of the United 
States $30,000,000 to purchase an island from a 
country that stands committed before the Chris- 
tian and civilized world to scout your proposi- 
tion. 1 am ready to meet the Cuba question 


| whenever and wherever it need be, here or else- 


where. If Senators upon the other side of the 
Chamber are determined to consume the remain- 
der of the session in discussing that question, we 
are ready to meet them in the debate; but we say 
to them now, that it is trifling with the interests 
of the Government and of the country. They 
know that the discussion of this subject will mot 
tend to bring Cuba into the Union. They know 


_ that the passage of this bili will not bring Cuba 


into the Union. I believe upon my conscience 


| that the suggestions of the President’s message, 


combined with this proposition to put into his 
hands $30,000,000, have postponed the acquisi- 


| tion of Cuba? I believe that it has created a sen- 


timent in Spain that would make it impossible 


| for any Spanish statesman to entertain for a single 


moment a proposition for the sale of that island 
to the United States. 


Sir, there is something strange in this proposi- 


| tion. When James Buchanan came into the Pres- 


idency, he had the confidence of the great party 
which placed him there. He had also the good 


| wishes of a party then in the minority, which was 


willing to give his Administration ail fair play, 
At the last 


Every Democrat who resisted 
that test was denounced and hunted down from 
No matter 
what service they had rendered the party, no 


| matter how high they stood in the confidence of 
| the people, they were denounced, proscribed, and 
| hunted down, while the Administration used its 
| whole power and patronage to force that gigantic 


fraud through Congress. It even turned out little 
petty postmasters because they would not sell 
themselves for their own petty offices. That Le- 


| compton measure is the measure of this Adminis- 
| tration. 
| test it has put upon the country. It has wrecked 


It is its only measure. It is the only 


itself on that test, and it cannot make another. 
The President has made recommendations this 


| year, and the Democratic party almost universally 


repudiate his recommendations. It is said that 
the Secretary of the Treasury remarked the other 


Anglo-American question, the other the solution || dinary expenditures also pending before Congress | day that the President did not now support the 
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Administration himself. Whether this be true or 
not, both he and the Administration—and they 
meant the same thing, at least, while the Lecomp- 
ton question was pending —have gone down, 
down, in public esteem, deeper than plummetever 
sounded. 

The election in Illinois, where the Administra- 
tion received five thousand votes out of two hun- 
dred and fifty thousand, may be considered just 
about a fuir test of the sentiment of the people of 
the free States towards it. I venture to say to- 
day that there are not ten thousand Admuimstra- 
tion Democrats in New England. Ido net know | 
that there are half a dozen in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, office-holders included. Where are its 
supporters here? Who respects it? Who defends 
it? Who stands by the recommendations of the 
President? How is it inthe other House? Sir, 
the Administration is as low in public confidence 
as the administration of John Tyler ever was in 
its weakest days, for that could rally a corporal’s 
guard of six membersin the House of Represent- 
atives,and | do not know that this Administration 
can succeed now in doing even so much. 

This President, condemned by the public judg- 
mentof the country, unsupported in the Congress 
of the United States, comes to the Congress, and 
asks us to clothe him with imperial power. He 
wants the privilege of sending the Army of the 
Republic into Sonora and Chihuahua, into terri- 
tory of a country with which we are at peace. 
He wants the privilege of establishing fortifica- 
tions and posts outside of the United States, in 
Central America. He wants to be clothed with 
power to go from here to Cape Horn, kicking and | 
cufling every man that he chooses; and then to 
crown all, he wants us to place in his hands—in 
the hands of a man condemned by the judgment of 
his country—$¢30,000,000, to purchase an island 
owned a hundred years before even the settlement 
of Jamestown and Plymouth, by acountry where 
public sentiment approaches unanimity, in dis- 
daining to entertain the proposition at all. I do not 
consider the question before us as one for the pur- 
chase of Cuba. The President wants $30,000,000; 
and we are told, too, by the Senator who intro- 
duced the bill, that he expects to make something 
out of it for the benefit of the Democratic party. 
For one, | shall not clothe this President of the | 
United States—I would not clothe any President 
of the United States, with any such powers. I 
consider it anti-democratic, contrary to the genius 
and spirit of our institations. We should not | 
vote to place in the hands of anybody a power 
hike this; but above all, | woukd not place it in | 
the hands of the present Chief Magistrate, in | 
whom no considerable portion of the country has 
any confidence, and for whom no portion of it | 
has any great regard. 

Therefore, sir, believing that we ought to ad- 
dress ourselves to the business of providing rev- | 
enue for carrying on the Government, and also 
of reducing the expenditures, which | regard as 
of equal importance and necessity, for corruption 
has flowed outof our great expenditures—lI say, | 
sir, believing that we ought to address ourselves 
immediately to the consideration of these ques- 
tions, and of many other wise and just measures 
that are before us; especially that important meas- 
ure, one of the wisest, in my judgment, thatever 
was introduced into Congress, the homestead | 
bill, I am for laying aside this Cuba question || 

and taking up the homestead bill at this time, | 
which, if it shall become a law, will do more to 
improve the country than the acquisitign of any 
territory outside the limits of the present Union. 
Believing that we ought to devote the remainder 
of this session to the consideration of these meas- 
ures, | say again that I shall vote against taking 
up this Cuba bill. But whenever it does come | 
up, we are ready to meetit. We are ready to 
meet it here, and we are ready to meet it before 
the people, in any shape in which gentlemen | 
choose to present it. 

Mr. PUGH. Mr. President, it seems to me | 
very singular that the Senator from Wisconsin | 
and the Senator from Massachusetts should have 
pursued this course. They deprecate the discus- | 
sion of the question, and then proceed to discuss || 
ut. They deprecate the consumption of time, and || 
then proceed, each after the other, on the question | 
of taking up the bill, to go off on every other point, | 
to bring into the discussion every possible sub- | 

‘ 


ject. The Senator from Massachusetts has fought (|! 


_ opportunity of turning around and saying to these | 


the end.”’ 


|} and proposes this measure. 


| to take up thediscussion, because, if, before it gets | 
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all his battles over again in political warfare here 
and elsewhere, and the Senator from Wisconsin 
has enlarged onthe coming and still to come glo- 
ries of the Republican party. I think they are 
coming, and stillto come; and along while coming, 
in my judgment. However, I think these matters 
had better be discussed elsewhere. 

I am glad, too, to find the Senators so lively on 
the subject of the public expenditures, and espe- 
cially atthis short session, when we reflect thet this 
body, and principally by the aid of votes on this 
side of the Chamber, has passed a bill to give 
away $95,000,000 of public money to pay a parcel 
of claims that have been dead for the last fifty 
years; and that they have just passed another bill 
to give away the ripest and richest portion of the 
public lands to the endowment of a few agricul- | 
tural colleges, or rather a pretense of it. I hope 
these gentlemen willshow their sincerity by letting 
the discussion end; let us take a vote whether this 
bill shall be considered. If the Senate will take it 
up for consideration, I propose to address myself 
at some convenient season to the subject. 1 amin | 
favor of the acquisition of Cuba; and I shall en- | 
deavor to show that it is our duty to consider it | 
at this session, as well as at any other session. 
If the Senate will not take up the question, if they 
think that other matters are more important, I 
have nothing more to say; I shall reserve my 
speech for some subsequent occasion. I do not 
propose, at present, to discuss the merits of the 
bill. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I only desire to say a 
word. I shall vote to take up this bill; but to 
prevent any misapprehension from that vote, I | 
will say that I shall vote against the bill, believ- | 
ing that it is to be wholly useless and worse than | 
useless—entirely impracticable, and worse than | 
that to attempt tlie acquisition of Cuba now. Lam | 
not unfavorable to the acquisition of Cuba, but | 
entirely opposed to the policy prescribed by this 


bill of making any attempt to purchase it now, || 


or by the means or at the price proposed. I shall 
vote to take up the bill, however. 
Mr. CLARK. Mr. President, I shall not vote | 
to take up this bill; neither can [ agree with the | 
request of the Senator from Ohio, to let the vote 
now be taken without saying anything further | 
upon the subject, because if I were to do so, per- | 





Mmsy 
trade 


idea that they are going to prohibit the slave 
by it, let him thank his friends and himself w! 
bring it here. If the majority, if the Presiden 
and his party, choose to have the remaining 4;,,.. 
of the session taken up with this question, the 
can do so; 1 shall give them no vote to do ies i 
when it is up, I may, and I shall, exercise my 
right—no one will attempt to prevent me i om 
sure—to join in that discussion; and if, whey 
is commenced, we continue that discussion, | tak 
| it we shall not be to blame. : 
I do notagree to ae arrangement between Sey. 
| ators that you shall have from twelve to one, or 
| from one to two o’clock, to discuss the Cuba 
| question, and then have the rest of the day fy, 
| appropriation bills. I do not agree to that. J dp 
| not think you have quite the right, if you have the 
_ power—and I doubt whether you have the power 
—to cut off debate in that way. If I had the floor 
and was discussing the Cuban question, and jt 
came up to two o’clock, I do not know that | 
would yield for an appropriation bill, howeyor 
| courteous I might feel to the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance. I take it that, wiien the 
discussion commences, it will go on; and if he 
| finds his appropriation bills overslaughed by this 
| discussion, delayed, put off, he will not blame us. 
We are ready now to go forward with his appro- 
priation bills; we are ready to help him; we are 
ready to turn our attention to all the just and ne. 
| cessary measures of the Government; to attend 
to those measures first; and if, then, when we get 
through them, we have time for this discussion, 
we can take up this matter; or, Mr. President, 
take it up now, if you choose; I shall vote against 
it; | am ready to meet the discussion at any time 
its friends may force it upon us. I can give no 
vote, like my colleague, to bring it up. 1 do not 
fear any effect of my vote. I mean to refuse to 
take it up; and if you take it up, and the fight 
comes, you may set me down as in for it. 
Mr.SIMMONS. Mr. President, I gave way, 
about two hours ago, when I was intending to 
address the Senate, at the suggestion of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance that he wanted 


time 


| to take up an appropriation bill; and I supposed 


that was tocome up. The Senator from Louis- 
iana said he wanted to get 








haps the vote that I might give might be liable to 
some misconstruction; at least it would not give || 


Mr. SLIDELL. Will the Senator from Rhode 
Island permit me to say one word? I do not 


to the Senate the.reasons which induce me to vote | think there is any intention on this side of the 


against taking up the measure. 
For four years, Mr. President, we have been, in | 


this country, ina state of the mostextraordinary | 


agitation. Four years ago the Administration 
then in power proposed to repeal, and did repeal 
by its efforts, the Missouri compromise. That 


| House to interfere with the discussion of the tariff 


question to-morrow. 

Mr. SIMMONS. But I do not know how to 
discuss two questions at once. I have no doubt 
other people a but I want to take either this bill 
up or keep it out of the way until I can answer 


resulted in agitation in the ceuntry, especially in || some strong arguments that I have heard to-day. 


Kansas; and the consequence was to bring the 
Lecompton constitution here. The last session | 
of Congress was opened in this body, and the 
session was continued to a very great extent, in 
the discussion of that question. Before we got 
through with that discussion, I thoughtthe friends 
of the measure began to be a little tired of it. || 
They turned around and said, ‘* Why do you dis- 
cuss, why do you agitate this matter; why are 
you constantly agitating the country; why will 
you not let the matter alone ?’’ Now we have the 


gentlemen: ‘* We did not commence this discus- | 


| As to putting such a measure as this on the heels 


of an appropriation bill, and making an appropri- 
ation billa pack-horse to carry through the great- 
est fillibustering scheme that ever was invented, 
I have no idea of giving my vote for it; and lam 
astonished that the Senator from Virginia, with 
his usual tact and management to take care of the 


appropriation bills, should permit such a sugges- 
| tion to divert him from his purpose of going on 
| with that detail matter that is tedious for every- 


body to hear, but which everybody here is patri- 
otically bound to attend to. Iam willing to spend 
my time in listening to ail the suggestions about 


sion; we did not begin this agitation; we did not i appropriation bills, and cut down everywhere 





initiate this measure; but if you propose to carry | 
iton, as you have initiated it, we will carry it to 


Now, | want to apply that same rule to the 
question now before the Senate. The gentlemen 
on this side are in the minority here; they are in 
a minority in the country. They have no power 
to initiate and carry a measure against the oppo- 
sition of the other side; but the other side, the | 
party in power, the President at the head, initiates 
He wants to force 
its discussion upon the country. Very well, sir; | 
if he forces that discussion here, we shall have to | 
join in it; but no vote of mine can now be given 





through, you say, ‘toh, do notagitate any more,” | 
I desire the opportunity of saying to you, ‘* I did | 
not commence it; | voted against it; if you choose | 
to commence it, and you get enough of it before | 
ouare through with it, we shall not be toblame.”’ | 
f, before the whole matter is ended, we strip | 


where m it is reasonable; but when you come to 


| talk about putting a rider on it—I have heard of 
| starving majesty into compliance by putting riders 


on supply bills, but I never heard, in a republican 
country, that you were to carry the Administra- 
tion through with a scheme of annexation and 
plunder on an appropriation bill. I cannot go 
that. Nobody ought to be expected to stand here 
and allow propositions of this immense import- 
ance to be tacked to the civil and diplomatic bill, 
as I believe it is. Ido not know that it js as 
muck as that; I do not know but that it is only @ 
consular bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
matic bil. 

Mr.SIMMONS. Iam for paying consuls and 
diplomatists, just as many as we ought to keep; 
but I think we have too many, and that is one 


It is the consular and diplo- 


place where I should like to see the doctrine of 


retrenchment take effect. Consuls may do some 
good, for they attend to some business; but mod- 
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on diplomacy would bear a very large pruning, 
. my judgment. What has this to do with a 
vonsular bul? . 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator did not under- 

stand me as ever having said I would vote for it 
» an appropriation bill. J said the reverse. 
Mr. SIMMONS. Whatl am saying is that I 
am not in the habit of helping the Senator, for I 
never knew him need any help until this session. 
He could stand up and drive off even the Senator 
fom California with his Pacific railroad bill, with 
one of these appropriation bills; but now he gives 
way for all these schemes. There is some new 
snpression made on people here. “1 do not under- 
cand it. 1 have not been here long enough to see 
why it is that these schemes, which nobody be- 
eves are going to pass, and nobody would vote 
for if it was thought they would pass, should take 
up the time of the Senate to the exclusion of the 
appropriation bills, which everybody knows must 
pass in some form. If they are large, they ought 
tobe cutdown. I pledge myself to go in for rea- 
sonable retrenchment; but I am not for retrench- 
ment merely to get votes. 1 mean tocarry on the 
Government, and pay for it. Iam not the cham- 
pion of retrenchment merely. I believe in econ- 
omy, good management, good government, and 
paying people fairly for what they do; and I do 
not believe there is a majority in the Senate that 
is to be led away by any doctrine about a great 
revolution in the expenses of thisGovernment. I 
think we might save a great deal—save as much 
asit used to costtocarry the Government through 
anadministration. We can save ina single year 
more than General Washington spent in the first 
term of his Administration. I have no doubt of 
that; but it must be a small sum compared with 
what we waste. 

As to tacking on this scheme as a rider to the 
appropriation bill, 1 am astonished at the sug- 
gestion. Ido not want to waste my strength in 
debating the impropriety of such a thing. 1 do 
not believe the Senator from Louisiana can se- 
riously contemplate that the Senate of the United 
States will attach a scheme of this magnitude to 
a consular bill—a bill merely making appropria- 
tions for what we owe toeach consul and foreign 
minister. If l was in favor of that Senator’s bill, 
I should not want to take this method to obtain 
it. I believe itis the very way to give offense to 
the just pride of an independent nation, to make 
an appropriation to buy what, by the unanimous 
voice of their own legislature, they have declared 
they will not sell. It does not seem to me as if 
people wanted it. 1 am a little covetous, and 
own up to it. Ido not want to disturb any na- 
tion, though, in what it owns. If it can be got 
with the assent of the people of the island and of 


on 


the Government that owns it, very well. I do | 
not want any of this sly, under-ground work to | 


getit. As to the propriety of the bill itself, itis 
not drawn into question; it is only whether we 
shall put it on an appropriation bill, or make it 
embarrass this bill, or all other bills. 

Mr. COLLAMER.,. The motion is not to put 
iton the appropriation bill. The motion now is 
to take it up. 

Mr. SIMMONS. But to take it up, as I under- 
stand, for the purpose of moving it as an amend- 
ment to the appropriation bill. [‘*No, no.’’] 


Mr. BENJAMIN. The Senator from Rhode | 


Island will permit me a moment. 
Mr. SIMMONS. I have got through now. 
Mr. COLLAMER. I move that the Senate 


adjourn. 


Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays, | 


and they were ordered; and being taken resulted 
—yeas 19, nays 25; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, 


Clark, Collamer. Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, | 


Foot, Hamlin, Harlan, King, Seward, Shields, Simmons, 

Wade, and Wileon—19. c 
NAYS—Me-srs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Brown, 

Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Cnuenden, Davis, Fiteh, Fitz- 


patrick, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Jounson of Tennessee, | 


Jones, Mallory, Mason, Polk, Pugh, Reid, Rice, Slidell, 
aud Ward—25. 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I now ask for the yeas and 
nays on the question of taking up the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CAMERON, I desire to say a word or 
two. I was in hopes that gentlemen here who 
support the President of the United States in his 
political views, were desirous of some reform in 


en a ea 


| whom the country are led to 
| of supporting his measures, are unwilling to aid 


| there have not only been waste and extravagance, 


| ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
| 
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! 
the revenue laws of the country. He told us in rough draught of it, in the hurry of copying for 
his annual message that he desired some change. || the Printer, omitted to include those words; and I 
I cannot doubt his sincerity. I will not suppose || now ask, by common consent, to amend the bill 
that he is playing the hypocrite before the coun- || in the thirty-seventh line in the second page, 
try; because I cannot believe that a man who has |, after the words ‘* or so much thereof as may be 
been so often aud so highly honored as he has | required for that purpose,”’ by inserting “ata 
been, would do so; but I am surprised to find that |, rate of interest not exceeding five per centum per 
the dominant party here, the majority of this || annum, payable semi-aanually.”’ I presume 
body, who belong to his party, as they say, and || there is no objection to that. It is merely to cor- 
lenevs are desirous || rect an error. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


him now, in that reform of the revenue system Mr. SLIDELL. | find that the original billis 


| which the country so much demands. A little while | exhausted. There has been a great demand for 


ago, my colleague was outvoted ina caucus of the || it. I ask, therefore, the indulgence of the Senate 
Democratic party; and for the purpose of defend- | to move that the bill be again printed, with the 
ing his course before the country, he came here | amendment, in order that it may be placed on the 
and offered a resolution in favor of achange in | tables of Senators. 

the revenue laws. He occupied the whole of yes- The motion was agreed to. 

terday in giving his views to the country; and, as Mr. DOOLITTLE. I desire to submit an 
far as I understood him, I think he did so ably. || amendment which | propose to -offer to the bill, 
To day, another friend of the President takes a | when it comes up for consideration, and to ask 
different course. The gentleman from Georgia || that it also may be printed, as a substitute for the 
says the revenue is sufficient for the proper ex- |; bill. 


| penditures of the Government, and that the party || The motion was agreed to. 
| In power are wasting the money of the Govern- || | 
| ment, and therefore he intends to institute some || Senate adjourned. 


On the motion of Mr. FITZPATRICK, the 


system of reform. eerie 


[am also for reform in the expenditures of this HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Government. I think they have been a - Fes " 9. 1980 ; 
EDNESDAY, February 9, "7 


increased during this Administration. I thin 
' The House met at eleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer 
but I fear there has been some corruption which by Rev. W. A. Haron 


has carried money out of the Treasury; and lam 
anxious that that should be investigated fully. I 


| rose merely to say that if the Senator from Geor- || WILKES’S EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 
| gia, or any of the friends of the Administration, 


will bring forward some mode of investigating | The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
‘these matters, I will vote cheerfully with them, || before the House a message from the President 
as I will always cheerfully aid them in every || of the United States, transmitting a report from 
effort at reform which they may make; but I do || the Secretary of the Navy, in eompliance with 
not believe they are serious in desiring reform, || ® resolution of the House of Representatives, 
when they seek to occupy the whole of the last || *dopted on the 24th of January, requesting the 
days of the session with debating a measure which || President of the United States to communicate to 
| never can pass Congress at this session. If the || the House the aggregate expenses, of whaisoever 
| motion of the Senator from Louisiana is insisted || #™re, including the salaries, whether special or 
upon, to take up this question now, the whole ef || Y virtue of offie‘at position in the Army or 
the next eighteen days must be occupied with it, || N8vy, or otherwise, on account of an appropri- 
| to the exclusion of all the questions of revenue || 2tton to publish a work known as Wilkes’s Ex- 
‘and of reform. If this measure be taken up, there |, Ploring Expedition; also, what number of copies 
can be no alteration of the tariff, and the respons- | of said work have been ordered; how they have 
| ibility must be with the Administration. The | been distributed; what number of persons are 
| people of my State are deeply interested in the || now employed thereon; how long they have been 
| revenue question. They may be sneered at, and | employed Fespectively; and the amount of the 
| they may be told here that they are beggars. They || appropriation now remaining undrawn; which 
| will not believe that they have ever begged from || WS referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
| anybody. They have come here to demand their and ordered to be printed. 
| rights; and,as their representative, [ shall not || FOREIGN COMMERCE. 


| stand silent when they are taunted and sneered | The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


t. repeat again, if the Administration party || oe. rs 
at,” E vepent agsin, the Adm pistration party || communication from the Secretary of State, trans- 
will bring forward any measure of reform, I shall | 


| : . . |, mitting his annual report on foreign commerce 
| ° >» rn 
vote with them for it; and at the proper time, I : ; ; 
sy : : . . nig , 
prop and the commercial changes of foreign nations 
shall be willing to take up this question of Cuba, || 7 : 5 a ng 
a: || for 1858; which was referred to the Committee on 
| and have it discussed and debated fuily; but I do Commerce, and ordered to be printed 
not think this is the proper time. . I , 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


MILITIA OF THE UNITED STATES. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


communication from the Secretary of War, trans- 
| mitting a return of the militia, theirarms, accou- 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, | terments, &c., for 1858; which was laid on the 
seanbnibe-genn 28, nays 17; as idlews: ¥"> || table, and ordered to be printed. 


| YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Browa, " CONTINGENCIES OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT, 


Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Crittenden, Davis, Douglas, |) The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
| Fiueh, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, [verson, Joha- |) was fi he Secre f War, trans 
|| son of Tennessee, Jones, Mallory, Mason, Polk, Pugh, | communication from the Secr¢ tary 0 ar, trans- 


Reid, Rice, Shields, Slidell, and Ward—28. || mitting a statement of the expenditures from the 
NAYS—Messrs. Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, Clark, | appropriations for contingencies of the War De- 


Collamer, Dixon, Doolitde, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, | nite wyhi ras laid c able. and ordered 
Hamlin, Harlan, King, Seward, Simmons, Wade, and Wil- | partment ; which was laid onthe table, and 
to be printed. 


son—l7. 
; ‘ 7 
So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate, | KANSAS LEGISLATURE. 


as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
sider the bill (S. No. 497) making appropriations | joint resolutions of the Territorial Assembly of 
to facilitate the acquisition of the Island of Cuba || Kansas asking the annexation of that part of Ne- 
by negotiation. || braska lying south of the Platte river; which was 
Mr. SLIDELL. It is not expected that there | referred to the Committee on Territories, aud 
| net cheek me neme | ordered to be printed. 
1e@ prope ) ! 1 
| sent to the ina, I believe it was in conse- | COURT-HOUSE IN BALTIMORE. 
_| quence of the original bill having been lost. That || The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, 
|| bill, in providing for the issue of bonds, declared || lnid before the House a communication from the 
they should beara rate of interest not exceeding || Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to a reso- 
| five per centum, payable semi-annually. The | lution of the House of Representatives of the 23d 
| original bill having been mislaid, the clerk of the || of December, 1858, relating to the construction 


i > ; : | age? : : ‘ 
‘' Committee on Foreign Relations, who had a! of a court-house in the city of Baltimore. 


| ig on the motion of the Senator from Lousiana to 

| postpone all prior orders, and proceed co the con- | 
sideration of the bill named by him. On this | 
question the yeas and nays have been ordered. | 


| 
| 
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Mr. HARRIS. I propose to move a referepce 
of that report to the Committee of Ways and 
Means; and I wish to say a few words to the 
House in connection with the report. I ask to 
have the letter of the Secretary read. Ido not like 
to consume, needlessly, the time of the House, in 
view of the appropriation bill now pending; but 
this question involves an important point, and | 
cannot present to the House what I desire to say 
satisfactorily, either to the House or myself, un- 
til | hear the grounds upon which the Secretary 
of the Treasury has placed himself in this matter. 

The letter of the Secretary of the Treasury was 
read, as follows: 

Irreasuny Department, February 7, 1859. 

Sin: In answer to the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of December 23, 1455, requiring ** the Secretary 
ot the Treasury to communicate to this House whether he 
has taken any and what action to carry out the provisions 
of the act of Congress appropriating money toward the con 
struction of a Onited States court-house in the city of Bal- 
tumore,’’ | would respectiully report: The accompanying 
lelicr irom tbe bureau of construction Will give the reasons 
for net commencing the construcuon of the building imme 
diately after the passage of the law. Being delayed to the 
period of the late revulsion, its commencement was post 
poued in common with all other public buildings under the 
charge of this Department not previously contracted tor. 

‘The attention of Congress was called to this subject in 
my first annual reportof December 8, 1657, in whici I said: 
“There are ether public works of less necessity Which, for 
a variety of causes, have not been commenced. A tempo 
rary postponement of them will violate no existing con 
tracts, will deprive no one of employment to which be is 
authorized to look, will inthet no wrong upon any portion 
ofthe people; but will enable the Government to realize its 
means in advance of its expenditure of them, and, perhaps, 
avoid the necessity of increasing the public debt. A sys 
tem of public economy, regardful alike of the just claims of 
the people and the protecuon of the treasure and the credit 
of the Government, mustcommand the approval of the coun 
try; and ttis upon sach principles it is proposed to conduct 
the Financial Department of the Government in the present 
Crisis 

The subject was again brought to the attention of Con 
gress in my annaal report of December 6, 1858, in which I 
stated: ** No new buildings have been begun since the ad 
journment of Congress. Iu my last report, L called the 
attention of Congress tothe faet that, owing to the con 
dition of the Treasury, the Department had postponed the 
building of a portion of the public works authorized by pre 
vious acts of Congress. To have commenced them atthat 
me, OF at any period since, Would have required the bor 
rowing of the me. ns toconstruct them. The silence of Con 
gress ou the subject indicated their approval of that policy. 
The condition of the Treasury, at present, is not more favor- 
able for the construction of such buildings. At a time when 
the necessities of the Government demand an increase of 
taxation, I shonid not feel justified in recommending the 
coustruetion of such works as are not urgently demanded 
for the puthe service. It will be for Congress to decide, 
in providing the necessary means for the next fiscal year, 
whether or not hey will inpose an increased tax for such 
a purpose.’ 

{ huve made these references to former reports, for the 
purpose of shawing not only the reasons for the action of 
the Department, but also that those reasons have been sub 
mitted to the consideration of Congress, Whilet my opin 
wns have been treely communicated to Congress agaiust 
the pohey and necessity of constructing many of these build 
ings, T have wot, and shall not, set up my own judgment 
against that of the law making power: aud however well 
satisiied | may be that the coustruction of a public building 
authorized by law is unnecessary, I should not feel at lib- 
erty to dtsregard the requirement of the law, provided the 
Department ts supplied with the necessary means to carry it 
out. Where, however, the law requires various things to be 
done, and the means of the Goverument are Inadequate to 
the whole requirement, the Department charged with its 
execution is compelled to exercise a discretion in postpon- 
ing stich expenditure as can be avoided with the least in- 
jury to the public service. 
postponed the commencement of the various public build- 
Ings under the charge of this Department, which had not 
been undertaken previous tothe late revulsion. 

it Congress should now direct that these building’, or any 
portion or them, be commenced and compicted, wahout re- 
gard to the avaiable means of the Treasury, he Depart- 


ment would pot hesitate to earry out the direction, and look | 


to the future acuen of Congress to supply any deficiency 
that might thereby be ereated in the Treasury. If, how- 


ever, no additional legisilanon should be had on the subject, | 


I shall feel a to be my duty to act upon the rule already 
adopted. In that event, these public buildings will be un 
dertaken as soon as the legislation of Congress shall provide 
the ‘Treasury with the necessary means to meet these and 
other liabilities. Should theretore Congress, at its present 
sesston, provide by law for thus supplying the wants of the 
‘Treasury, L shall direet the commencement of these works 
atas early a day thereafter as it can be done. 

{ras proper to add that there exists at present a different 
state of ihoags from what was the case at the adjournment 
OL the dastsessian. The reaction whieh has already taken 
place in the business and prosperity of the country, will 


enable the Department to calculate with more confidence | 


Upon its estimated receipts, han during a time of revulsion 
and depression 

i am, very respectfully, HOWELL COBB, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. James L. Oar, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. HARRIS. Lalso ask to have read a letter 
accompanying the communication of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. 
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Acting upon this rule, I have | 


The letter was read, as follows: 

Treasury DerartMent, Orrice or ConsTRUCTION, 
Wasentneron, D. C., February 7, 1859. 

Str: Referring to the resolution (herewith inclosed) of 
the House of Representatives, requesting you to communi- 
cate any and what action has been taken to * earry out the 
provisions of the act of Congress, appropriating money to- 
ward the construction of a United States court house inthe 

city of Balumore,”’ T have the honor to report: 


That the act referred to in the resolution, (approved Au- | 


gust 18, 1556,) appropriated the sum of $200,000 to * pro- 
eure and pay for a site,’’ “ and to erect thereon a fire-proof 
building for such purpose, on such plan as the President may 
approve,” &e. 
rection of the President, conditionally purchased the prop- 
erty known as the * Masonic Temple” in Baltimore, (and 
a contiguous building.) and the title papers therefor were 
duly prepared and submitted to the attorney general. Diffi- 
culties arising under their examination which rendered the 
matter unsatisfactory to your predecessor, a consummation 
of the purchase was delayed. Subsequently the pariies 
offering the ** Masonic Temple’? property, advanced their 
demands from $50,000 to $65,000, when the purchase was 
abandoned, and a new location sougiit. 

A conditional purchase was atterwards made of the prop- 
erty known as the “* Presbyterian Church,” under this act; 
its title examined, found defective, and the papers returned 
to the venders. 

No other purchases have since been made. Various sites 
have been offered, and their merits urged by the parties 
desiring to sell, but no definite action has been had upon 
their proposals. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 58. M. CLARK, 

Chief Clerk. 
Howe. Conn, Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. HARRIS. I will ask the attention of the 
House no longer than is unavoidably necessary 
to make a statement important, as I believe, to 
the rights and interests of the people whom I 
have the honor, in part, to represent, in relation 
to this matter. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. The House is now acting under 
. 7 : c 
the operation of the previous question; and what 
is done now, is done by general consent. The 
Speaker asked the consent of the House to lay 
before the House certain communications, for the 
purpose of disposing of them. If debate grows 

up, it will be extended. 

Mr. HARRIS. IL have the floor by unanimous 
consent. ‘There was no objection to the Speaker 
placing the communication before the House, and 
that consent carried with it all the incidents. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Not for debate, 
but for reference only. If I mistake not, the 
Speaker stated that he desired the unanimous 
consent to lay before the House certain executive 
communications ypon the Speaker’s table. No 
objection was made. Does that carry with it the 
right of debate, and thus prevent the progress of 
other business already before the House ? 

The SPEAKER, The Chair supposes that the 
consent of the House to presenta paper necessa- 
rily carries with i the right of disposing of the 
paper. 


Mr. HARRIS. I was abbBut to say, when the 


gentleman from Missouri interposed his point of | 


order, that this case ts not only interesting to me 
because it touches the peculiar interests of the 


constituency | represent, but because it presents | 


itself in a very interesting aspect to me as a mem- 
ber of this Congress; because it raises directly 
before this House and the country the very grave 


question as to the department of this Govern- | 


ment in which the law-making power resides. 
The last Congress, in August, 1856, appropriated 
$200,000 for a specific purpose, and that law gives 


direct and unmistakable instructions to the Sec- | 
retary of the Treasury as to the use of the appro- || 


priated money. 


Now, sir, the reasons given by the Secretary of | 
'the Treasury for not having executed that law, 


are not satisfactory to my mind. He says that 
this property could not have been purchased as 
directed without borrowing money and increas- 
ing the debt of the General Government. It is 
well known to every gentleman upon this floor, 


that when the last Congress adjourned it left in | 


the vaults of the Treasury some sixteen million 
dollars of surplus revenue; and the reason as- 
signed comes with a bad grace and very little force 


from a Secretary of the Treasury who used | 


$5,000,000 of that surplus in the unnecessary re- 
demption of outstanding Government securities at 
sixteen and a half per cent. premium. I main- 
tain, sir, that if there was money in the Treas- 
ury, this $200,000 was appropriated instantly, 


and has remained appropriated to this specific use | 
ever since. Ifthe Secretary, asa matter of finance, | 


OBE. 





/ according to his somewhat peculiar judgme 


_had no money with which to build it. 


Under this act your predecessor, by the di- | 


February 9, 


- , nt of 
what constituted a good financial Operation, chop 


to expend $5,000,000 of that surplus in the py, 
chase, ata high premium, of these outstandine 
securities, in preference to using it in execytio, 
of existing laws, he ought not to tell us now tl 
he could not build this court-house becayse 


on 
lat 
ause he 


But, beyond that, another reason given by th, 
Secretary is disclosed in the letter of the head of 
the construction bureau, that an effort was made 
to execute the provisions of this law immediay, ly 
after the adjournment of the Thirty-Fourth Coy. 
gress, but that the price of one of the sites offey; d 
was advanced from $50,000 to $65,000. I jaye 
heard the facts connected with the offer of these 
sites. In the case of the Masonic temple prop. 
erty, the Government actually concluded a coy. 
tract, but that contract was suddenly repudiated 
by the Department, with no sufficient reason as. 
signed, and after one of the parties to the cop. 
tract, relying upon the good faith of the Goverp. 
ment, had gone to an expense of $30,000, which 
he would not have otherwise expended. In the 
case of the other property alluded to in the letter 
which has been read, the reason given for the fail. 
ure to carry out the agreement of purchase is that 
the title to it wasdefective. { have good ground 
to believe,and I state, that the superintendent of 
construction is mistaken in his facts. The title 
to that property, | am assured, has not been de- 
cided to be imperfect and invalid by any compe- 
tent authority whatever, and that the parties who 
offered that Presbyterian church property to the 
Government, are fully competent to give a per- 
feetly valid and good title to it, and that the 
doubts about the title were suggested to the De- 
partment by parties outside for sinister purposes, 

But, Mr. Speaker, even if the reasons suggest- 
ed applied to these two pieces of property, | state 
to the House that several other pieces of property 
have been offered to the Government, well located, 
and about the title to which there was not, norcould 
there be, any dispute. Indeed, at any time since 
the adjournment of the Thirty-Fourth Congress, 
the Treasury Department, if it had chosen to exe- 
cute the law of Congress, could have had abund- 
ant opportunity to do so, at from fifty to eighty 
thousand dollars, which would have left from one 
hundred and twenty to one hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars for expenditure among the me- 
chanics of Baltimore, and would have built usa 
commodious and creditable court-house. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, | have no desire to raise, 
inany unkind spirit, a controversy with the Sce- 
retary of the Treasury; but am not satisfied that 
his Department, when Congress has afforded ac- 
commodations for the convenience of the United 
States courts in Baltimore, accommodations which 


| have been needed ever since their establishment, 


should deprive us of the benefits of that law by 
inaction, or in absolute defiance of the express 


| letter of the law. Iam more struck with the fact, 


that the Treasury Department has, in this in- 
stance, overridden the law; because, in connection 


with this court-house, there was an appropria- 
| tion in the same bill of $300,000, for the purchase 


of a site and the construction of a post office in 
the city of Baltimore. That Jaw required that a 
certain mode should be adopted in connection 
with the selection of the site; it provided that the 
Mayor of Baltimore should select a commissioner, 
and the then President of the United States should 
select a commissioner, and that they two, with 


| power to select an umpire, should choose a site. 


Notwithstanding that, however, the President of 


| the United States deliberately trampled upon the 


law; and, instead of giving to the city of Balu- 
more the contemplated opportunity of expressing 
its opinion against an obnoxious site; instead of 
consulting their interests; instead of expending 
one hundred and fifty or two hundred thousand 
dollars in the construction ofa new building, chose 
to conclude a most objectionable arrangement, by 
which only some sixty-five thousand dollars were 
expended on patching up an old concern, and al- 
lowed the balance of the $300,000 to go into the 


hands of the parties interested in the speculation 
, fora small part only of a property which was 


originally bought in open market, and in its en- 
tirety, for about ninety-five thousand dollars. 
[am not anxious to excite or protract debate 
upon this subject. What I want is this; I ask it 
in all fairness: let us have a court-house accord- 
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+o the intention of the law. This money has 
~» appropriated by the last Congress for this 
cific purpose; we need the use of it for that 

ose. We want a court-house in the city of 
, We are now conducting the business 
- the United States courts there in an inconve- 

» rented building. It is due to the dignity of 


more. 


| not before the House at this time. 


» Government, due to the dignity and business | 


saltimore, that there should be proper judicial 
commodations in that city. If the question of 
_opropriation Were now a new one, and the Sec- 
cary of the Treasury, in the presentembarrassed 
ydition of the finances, had advised against it; 
‘hen the judgment of the House was, that it 
-hould be postponed to a better condition of af- 
rs, | would say nothing. But, sir, under the 


eecumstances of this case, I put it to the justice | 


‘the House, that it will aid me in having this 
wey expended as the law contemplated. The 
iary declines toexecute the law without fur- 


~ rt 


r legislation, and gentlemen are aware that, |} the President, conditionally purchased the property known 


| as the Masonic Temple in Baltimore, and the title papers 


vith the expiration of the current fiscal year, say 

June next, this appropriation will lapse, and 

r $200,000 go back into the Treasury; and, 
chererore, | move the reference of the communi- 

uion to the Committee of Ways and Means, 

directions to report a bill extending that ap- 
propriation for two years. 

e previous question, and I do so. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I desire to say a 
word in reply to the honorable gentleman from 
Maryland. 1 intended to call the previous ques- 
1 myself, 


I am desired to call | 


Mr. tLARRIS. I withdraw the call for the pre- | 


vious question, if the gentleman will renew it. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The gentleman 
from Maryland seems to find fault with the course 


pursued by the Seeretary of the Treasury in the | 
procurement of buildings for the accommodation | 


of the United States courts in the city of Balti- 
I desire to call the attention of the House 


more. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| resolution. There are other cases precisely like 


| extract from the communication of the engineer. 


| the purchase was abandoned, and a new location sought. 


| price from $50,000 to $65,000. 


ty the reasons assigned by the Secretary for the || 


non-exeeution of the law. The general reason is, 
that the finances of the country are embarrassed, 
and that we have net sufficient money in the 
Treasury to execute the laws upon the statute- 
books. No valid contract has been entered into 
for the purchase of any building in the city of 
Balumore, and the execution of the law has been 
leferred, or suspended. Thata bargain was made 
ly the late Secretary of the Treasury is true; but 
tlie engineer in charge of the construction of pub- 

buildings, 


in the office of the Secretary of the | 


‘Treasury, reports that when the title to the Ma- | 
sonic Temple was examined, difficulties in regard || 


toit were found to exist. 


are d 


purchase was effected. ‘The House is aware that 


These difficulties ap- | 
insuperable at that time, and therefore no | 


ere is a law on the statute-book requiring that 
before money is paid for the purchase of any real || 


estate, the title to the property shall be examined, 
either by the district attorney of the district in 
which it is situated, or by the Attorney General; 


and, unless such officer certifies to the Depart- | 


ment that the tideis good and perfect, the money 
cannot be expended. 

In the case of the Masonic Temple in Baltimore, 
the Attorney General considered the title imper- 


feet 


1 — 


Mr. HARRIS. 
Missouri will allow me to correct that statement. 
lean state, on good authority, that he is mis- 
| understand that the Attorney General 


taken 


I hope the gentleman from | 


s never expressed any unfavorable opinion as | 


the title to that property; and I can assure the | 
gentleman that the ude which that corporation 


can give is a perfectly good and valid one. I de- 
sire to say, beyond that, that this only applics to 
a Single piece of property, and [ assure both him 
and the House, that then and now, suitable prop- 
erty could and can be had for the purpose re- 
quired, at a cost of $50,000. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 


I know nothing 
myself 


in regard to the title to this property. I 
opinion of the officer whose duty itis to 
examine it. J do not take the opinion of the gen- 
teman from Maryland as to whether the title was 


take the 


Vv 
Ss 
ft 


from Maryland. 


When the titl was examined 
by 


the law officer of the Government, it appeared 
‘i there were difficuliies concerning I. 
_ Mr. SPINNER. There are other cases of a 
like nature, that are entirely disembarrassed from 


|| who will attend to that matter. 


dor not; nor was it the duty of the Secretary of | 
lreasury to take the opinion of the gentleman | 


|, accommodate the gentleman ftom Alabama in any 
| other matter. 


‘ment. If improvement does not come within two 


| second fiscal year. 


/may be made. Other propositions may be made 


911 


| vious question; and as the gentleman from Mary- 
land has not withdrawn his proposition, I will 
permit the gentleman from Alabama to offer his 
amendment. 
Mr. CURRY. Then I move to amend the 
proposition of the gentleman from Maryland, by 
striking out all after the words ** Committee of 


Ways and Means,”’ and insert in lieu thereof the 
following: 


this difficalty of title. There is such a case in my 
own district. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. That question is 
Mr. SPINNER. Yes; it isinvolved in this very 


it, where there is no question about title; where 
the land was purchased, the title found perfect, 
and where the State released the jurisdiction to 
the Government of the United States. 
Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I cannot yield to 
the gentleman from New York for debate upon 
that question, because it is not relevant to the 
matter under consideration. I desire to read an 


And that the Committee of Ways and Means be directed 
| to report a bill to repeal all laws and parts of laws auther- 
izing the building of custom-houses, court-houses, post of- 
fices, and all other public buildings, where no contracts have 
been made for the construction of said buildings ; and that 
the committee have leave to report at any time. 


He savs: | And now I renew the demand for the previous 
ss || question. 


«The ¢ ferred to he resolution, ¢ oved August || ~y . ew 
ste act refered 4 in the resolution. approved August || "Ate HARRIS, Did not I renew the call for 
pay fora site,’and to erect thefeon, a fire-proof building the previous question ? ; 
for such purpose on such plan as the President may ap- The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
prove. Under this act your predecessor, by the direction of | gouri made the call; and he has withdrawn it. 

Mr. BRANCH. I rise to a question of order. 

I ask whether it is in order to move these instruc- 

| tions? Whether a motion to instruct a commit- 
tee is in order. 

The SPEAKER. A motion to instruct the com- 
mittee would be in order unquestionably; but 

| whether the instructions of the gentleman from 
| Alabama are not of a wider scope than the origin- 
al paper would authorize, is another question. 

Mr. BRANCH. I only desire to rule out the 
amendment, and not the original proposition. 

The SPEAKER. Upon what ground ? 

Mr. BRANCH. Upon the ground that the 
amendment is not germane. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
proposition of the gentleman from Alabama is not 
in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iask the gentleman from 
| Missouri [Mr. Puexps| to allow me to offer an 
| amendment? 
| Mr. DEAN. I object to debate, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama [Mr. Curry] demanded the previous ques- 
| tion, and debate is objected to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 do not propose to debate, 
[ desire to amend, the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Maryland, by striking out the instruc- 
tions. Will the gentleman allow that to come in? 

| Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The motion is to 
refer to the Committee of Ways and Means with 
certain instructions, and toprint. Now, Ll ask the 
Speaker, whether the question cannot be divided, 
and a separate vote be had upon the instructions? 

| The SPEAKER. A motion to refer with in- 
structions is indivisible. 

| Mr. HOUSTON. Then! 

Mr. DEAN. Is not the previous question pend- 
ing? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. DEAN. Then I object to debate. 

Mr. CURRY. 1 withdraw the previous ques- 
| tion, to enable my colleague to submit his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to strike out all that 
portion of the motion of the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland that refers to instructions, so as to leave 
the motion simply to refer and print. That will 
give us an opportunity to vote upon both propo- 
sitions. I now renew the demand for the pre- 
| vious question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to lay the 
| papers uipon the table, and that they be prinied. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to print is not 
| in order; the previous question having been de- 
'manded. A motion to lay upon the table simply 
is in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
tion. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Does that carry the 
whole subject with it? 

The SPEAKER, It does. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
| main question ordered to be put. 
| The question being first upon Mr. Houston’s 
| amendment, 

Mr. HOUSTON demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeasand nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 67, nays 118; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Atkius, Barksdale, Barr, Bon- 
ham, Burnett, Caskie, Chapman, John B. Clark, Cobb, 
| John Cochrane, Cockerill, Corning, Cox, James Craig, Bur- 
| ton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, Davis of Iindiana, 


therefor were duly prepared and submitted to the Attorney 
General. Difficulties arising under their examination, 
which rendered the matter unsatisfactory to your predeces- 
sor, a consummation of the purchase was delayed. Sub- 
sequently, the parties offering the Masonic ‘Temple prop 
erty, advanced their demand from $50,000 to $65,000, when 


* A conditional purchase was afterwards made of the 
property known as the * Presbyterian Church,’ under this 
act, its title examined, found defective, and the papers re- 
turned to the venders.’ 

The Secretary of the Treasury thus gives two | 
reasons why the act has not been executed. Con- 
ceding, if you please, that, in regard to the Ma- 
sonic Temple, the difficulties first found to exist 
were removed, yet the venders then advanced the 
In consequence 
of that advance of price, the late Secretary of the 
Treasury declined to purchase. When the next 
site was found, it appeared that there was a difli- 
culty respecting the title; and the Secretary of the 
Treasury refused to negetiate for the property. | 
think that the. reasons given by the Seeretary of | 
the Treasury for not executing the law are good 
and sufficient. 1 now demand the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. HARRIS. Admitting the validity and force 
of every objection that has been made by the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, he 
will allow me to say that the proposition which I 
make relieves him from all trouble. The Secre- 
tary of the Treasury says, in the close of his com- 
munication, that the skies are brightening; that 
the financial difficulties are about to vanish; that 
the condition of the Treasury will be more prom- 
ising and healthy. The proposition that I make 
gives the Secretary of the Treasury, for two years 
to come, the benefit of that probability of improve- || 





“hat , | itis. 
years, I am afraid the better day never will come, || 


even with the millenntum. I do not ask now that | 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall be inconve- 
nienced in the present state of the finances; but the 
gentleman knows perfectly well that,inJune next, 
this appropriation lapses by the expiration of the 
Let the Secretary have, for 
the next two years, the right to appropriate that 
money. That is all I ask. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Lask the gentle- 
man to withdraw the proposition to instruct the 
committee. 

Mr. HARRIS. Will the gentleman from Mis- 
souri give me any kind of assurance that the com- 
mittee will report such a proposition ? 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I can give the 
gentleman no such assurance. I assure the gen- | 
tleman that I will consider any proposition that 


I make that mo- 
here with respect to other buildings, and thus we 
ray have a debate which would consume the 
whole day. The gentleman from Maryland has | 
a colleague on the Committee of Waysand Means 


Mr. HARRIS. | would gladly oblige the gen- 
tleman but I really would notembarrass the chair- 
man or the Committee of Ways and Means. [| 
prefer to submit it to the judgment of the House. 

Mr. CURRY. | ask the gentleman from Mis- 
souri to permit me to perfect the resolution offered 
by the gentleman from Maryland. 

Mr. HARRIS. I prefer not. 


I would gladly 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I moved the pre- 
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Gartrell, Gillis, Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, Hopkins, Nyas 
ton, Jackson, Jenkins, George W. Jones, Lawrence, 
Letcher, Maclay, McQueen, McRae, Samuel 8. Marshall, 
Mason, Miles, Millaon, Moore, Pendleton, P« ylon, Johu 3. 
Phelps, Powell, Reagan, Reilly, Ruffin, Russell, Scales, 
Heury M. Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, 
Wiiiam Smith, Staliworth, Stephens, Talbot, Miles Tay 
lor, Watkins, Whiteley, and Aagustus R. Wrght—67. 
NAYS —Mesers. Abbott, Adrain, Anderson, Avery, Ben 
neu, Bingham, Blair, Bli Bowie, Branch, Brayton, Buf 
finton, Burroughs, Case, Cavanaugh, Ch iffee, Ezra Clark, 
Horace F. Clark, Clawson, Clay, Clark B. Cochrane, Col 
fax, Comma, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of Maryland, 
Javisot Mississippi, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawes, Dean, 
Dick, Dimwick. Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Farnsworth, Plor- 


ence, Foster, Giddings, Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, Goodwin, 
Granger, Lawrence W. Lal, Harlan, Harris, Hlaskin, Hatch, 
Hickman, Hill, Hodges, Horton, Howard, Owen Jones, 


Keun, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, John C. Kunkel, 
Landy, Leach, Leidy, Leiter, Lovejoy, Humphrey Mar 
shall, Matteson, Maynard, Montgomery, Morgan, Morrill, 


Edward Jov Morris, lsaac N. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, 
Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Olin, Palmer, 
Parker, Pettit, Phillips, Pike, Potter, Potte, Purviance, 


Ricaud, Robbins, Royce, Scott, Seward, Aaron Shaw, Jud 
eon W. Sherman, Sickles, Robert Smith, Spinner, Stan- 
ton, James A. Stewart, William St wart, Tappan, Thayer, 
Tompkins, Trippe, Underwood, Vance, Wade, Walbridge, 
Waidron, Walon, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. 


Wasiiburne, Israel Washburn, Wilson, Woodson, and 
Worteudyke—118 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 

During the call, 

Mr. SCOTT stated that he had been requested 
to announce that Mr. Bisnop had been called from 
the city by important business. 

Mr. AVERY stated that Mr. Wricut, of Ten- 
nessee, was absent on account of sickness in his 
family. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM and Mr. JEWETT 
stated respectively that they woyld have voted in 
the affirmative had they been in the Hall when 
their names were called. 

Mr. Harris’s motion was then agreed to. 

Mr. HARRIS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the motion was agreed to; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KELSEY. 


I now demand the regular 
order of business. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The SPEAKER stated that the regular order 
of business was the consideration of the bill 
making appropriauons for the legislative, execu- 
tive, and judicial expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the 30th June, 1860, with the 
amendments thereto, reported by the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and that 
the pending question was on the second amend- 
ment, which is as follows: 

Strike out line sixty, as follows: 

* For miscellaneous items, $20,000."’ 

The amendment was notagreed to. 


Third amendment: 


Strike out all after the word “ compensation” in line 
sixty One to the end of line sixty-three, as follows: 

* For compensation and mileage of members of the 
House of Representatives and Delegates from Territories, 
$1,219,000." 


And insert in lieu thereof the following : 

For compensation of members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives and Delegates trom the Territories, $1,019,000, 

The question was taken; and the Chair an- 
nounced that the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON. | demand the yeas and nays. 

am of ** Too late !’’} 

r. STANTON. It the Chair rules against 
my right to call the yeas and nays, I shall move 
to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. That consideration would 
not influence the Chair. But the Chair supposes 
that the call of the gentleman from Ohio was in 
time. The Chair stated, *‘ not a sufficient num- 
in the opinion of the Chair,’’ and immediately 
announced that the amendment was lost, perhaps 
not giving sufficient time tocall the yeas and nays 
The Chair thinks it would be enforcing the rule 
pretty rigidly not toallow the gentleman to make 
the call. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. The amendment 
will only create a deficiency for the next fiscal 
year, 

Mr. STANTON. It leaves the mileage to be 
determined by the next Congress. 

The SPEAKER, It strikes out the mileage, 
and reduces the general sum $200,000, to cor- 
respond with that change. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliot, English, Foley, Garnett, 


The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 112, nays 75; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbou, Adrain, Anderson, Andrews, 
Sarr, Bennett, Bingham, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton, Bur 
nett, Burns, Case, Caskie, Ezra Clark, Horace F. Clark. 
Clawson, Cobb, Cockerill, Coitax, Comins, Covode, Cox, 
Cragin, Burton Craige, Curry, Curtis, Davis of Indiana, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Davis ot lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, 
Dodd, Dowdell, Durfee, Edmundson, Farnsworth, Foley, 
Garnett, Gartrell, Giddings, Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, Goode, 
Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Lawrence W. Hall, Harlan, 
Harris, Hopkins, Llouston, Jackson, Jewett, Owen Jones, 
Kein, Kelsey, Knapp, John C. Kunkel, Lawrence, Leiter, 
Letcher, Mason, Matteson, Maynard, Miles, Miller, Millson, 
Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Oliver A. 
Morse. Mou, Murray, Nichols, Palmer, Parker, Pendleton, 
Peitit, Peyton, Willram W. Phelps, Pike, Potie, Purviance, 
Reilly, Ricaud, Robbins, Ruffin, Seales, Henry M. Shaw, 
Shorter, Spinner, Staliworth, Stanton, William Stewart, 
Talbot, Tappan, Thayer, Tompkins, Trippe, Underwood, 
Vallandigham, Vanee, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburn, Wortendyke, and Augustus R. Wright 
—I112 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnold, Atkins, Avery, Barksdale, Bil- 
linghurst, Blair, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Cavanaugh, Chaf- 
fee, Chapman, John B. Clark, Clay, Clark B. Cochrane, 
Johu Cochrane, Corning, James Craig, Crawford, Davidson, 
Davis of Maryland, Dewart, Dimmick, Edie, Elliott, Eng 
lish, Eustis, Florence, Gillis, Greenwood, Gregg, Hickman, 
Hill, Hodges, Horton, Howard, Jenkins, George W. Jones, 
Keitt, Kilgore, Leach, Leidy, Lovejoy, Maclay, McQueen, 
McRae, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Montgomery, Isaac N. Morris, 
Niblack, Olin, John 8S. Phelps, Phillips, Potter, Poweil, 
Reagan, Royce, Russell, Sandidge, Scott, Seward, Single- 
ton, Kobert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Ste- 
phens, James A. Stewart, Miles Taylor, Walbnnige, Ellihu 
B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Whiteley, Wil- 
son, and Woodson—75. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

During the call, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, not being within 
the bar when his name was called, asked leave 
to vote; but objection was made. 

The result having been announced as above, 

Mr. MAYNARD moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was agreed to; and also 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 


Mr. FLORENCE demanded the yeas and nays 


on the latter motion, but subsequently withdrew 
the demand, 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 


tion? 

The SPEAKER. Only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. KELSEY. I object to everything out of 
order. I want to.get along with the business of 
the House. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I ask the gentle- 
man to withdraw the motion to lay upon the 


table, and let the vote be taken on the motion to || 


reconsider. 
Mr. KEITT. 
The SPEAKER. Debate is objected to. 
Mr. MAYNARD. Ihave no objection to com- 


|| ply with the suggestion of the gentleman from 


Missouri, and I withdraw the motion to lay upon 
the table, leaving the vote tp be taken on the mo- 
tion to reconsider. 

Mr. PEYTON demanded tellers 

Tellers were ordered. 

Mr. MILES demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. STANTON moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. MILES withdrew the demand for the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. DEWART demanded the yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay upon the table. 

Mr. DEAN demanded tellers on the yeas and 
nays. 

ellers were not ordered. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. MAYNARD. My motion seems to be 


creating difficulty here, and delaying the action 


of the House; and, therefore, 1 withdraw it. 
Mr. DAWES, I renew it. I move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the amendment was 
agreed to; and that the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 77, 
noes 45. 


Mr. DEWART demanded tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Davis, of | 


Maryland, and Burrinron, were appointed. 
The Louse divided; and the te!lers reported— 


ayes 82, noes 54. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 


table. 


Fourth amendment: 


Insert the following as a proviso to the clause making ap- 
propriations fer the salaries of the officers of the House: 


GLOBE. | 


Can I be per- || 


mitted to ask the Chair a question for informa- | 


I only wish to say a word—— | 








es el February 9. 


Provided, In no case shall any employé of the House... 
| ceive less pay than that provided for in the genera} a . 
tion of July 20, 1854, any resointion of the House oe 
| contrary notwithstanding ; and all such payments sha te 
made in accordance with the law as it now eXists, ne 


Mr. REAGAN demanded the yeas and p 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. > 
The amendment was disagreed to. 
Mr. REAGAN moved that the vote by which 


the amendment was disagreed to be reconsidered. 

and also moved that the motien to reconsider }, 

| laid upon the table. ; 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


Fifth amendment: 


Insert as a proviso to the same clause the following: 

Provided, That no officer or employé of the House of Rp 
resentatives shall receive pay for the discharge of the duu 
of two offices at the same time. - 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Sixth amendment: 


_ Inlines ninety-two and ninety-three strike out the follow. 
ing: 

‘For furniture, repairs, and boxes for members, $10,000,» 

Mr. CURRY demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cuarrer 
and MeQueen were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 74, noes 50. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Seventh amendment: 


In lines ninety-five and ninety-six strike out the words 
“carriage and saddle horses,” and reduce the appropriation 
from $7,420 to $3,500; so that the paragraph will read: 

For horses, $3,500. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Eighth amendment: 

In lines one hundred and three and one hundred and four 
strike out * $5,890,’ and insert ‘* $8,420;”’ so that the clause 
will read: 

For Capitol police, $8,420. 

Mr. GREEN WOOD. That is rendered neces- 
sary because of the extra police authorized by the 
| Vice President, and the Speaker of this House. | 
| call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Craia, of 
Missouri, and Morean, were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
/ayes 58, noes 58—no quorum voting 

Mr. PHILLIPS called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I suggest that we 
| have a recount by tellers. 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, (at one o’clock, 
|p. m.) As there is no quorum present, I move the 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to; there being on 
| a division—ayes 7, noes 152. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I hope a recount 
| by tellers will take place. 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I object, unless 
'| it be in exact accordance with the rule. 
| Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. There was no 
| quorum voting; and the tellers must resume their 
| places, without further action of the House. 
| The tellers resumed their places. 
| Mr. BONHAM. I learn that this increased ex- 
| penditure is made necessary by the enlargement 
| of the Capitol. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 71, noes 59. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the amendment was agreed 
to; and also moved to lay the motion to recon- 
sider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Ninth amendment: 
Strike out the following clause : y 
“For binding twenty four copies of the Congressional 
Globe and Appendix for each member and Delegate of the 
| first session of the Thirty-Sixth Congress, $13,939 20.” 
| Mr. REAGAN called for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. COBB called for tellers on the yeas and 
nays. 
ellers were ordered; and Messrs. Boyce and 
CHAFFEE were appointed. 
The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes thirty-three, noes not counted. 
| So the yeas and nays were ordered. 
| The question was taken; and it was decided in 
|| the affirmative—yeas 91, noes 82; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Bonham, 
Boyce, Branch, Burnett, Ezra Clark,Ciay,Cobb, Jobn Coch- 
rane, Cockerill, Colfax, Corning, Burton Craige, Crawford, 
Curry, Davidson, Davia of Indiana, Davis of Mississipp!, 
Dodd, Dowdell, Edie, Admundson, Wiliott, English, Foley, 


| 
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